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For tom write$ bitter —_ againſt me, and ma 


His Bones. are full of the Sins of his Youth, 7 
ſhall lie down with bim in the Duſt, Job 20/11. 


25. 


bear the reproach of iy Touth, Jer. She, 19. 


Reme oy nxt azains me the Sins of my Youth, Plat. EE 
IT was al yea, even confounded, becauſe i did ER 56 


me to poſſeſs the Iniquities of my Touth, Job 1 : ; EF ---M 
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| bro the Young People that were 
Hearers of the following Ser-: 
 mons, and ſince have been ſol-:_ 


Lens for the EE, of 
them, £y 


Grace and Peace, ec. | 


| Beloved Friends, 


I Hat ſincere Aﬀettion, and Con, | 
- paſſion, 'which God"'hath wrou ooh 
in me, to your precious Souls, hath 
'2 prevailed with me (againft my n; 
uw inclinationYto yield to your Requeh, for the. 
inting thoſe Sermons that T Preached from: 
im. 2. 22, wherein is ' recommended to 
the weight and"neceſſity of St. Paul's Al- 
ition-to Timothy, to Flee Jouthful Liſts, _ 
Che Wiſe | Man ſaith, Prov. 25. 11, A. 
ord ſpoken”'ih "leaon is like Apples of, 
Id'in PiQures of Silver. | 4nd if ſo, then © 
wif be allowed me, - that T have nat miſcur-" 
in nm choice of | ſuch _ Word ſpoken to Mu: | 
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8 Grace and Peace, ec. 


-.{Þ Beloved Friends, 


Hat ſincere A4ffetion,, and Com-. 
- paſſion, 'which God" hath wrought . 
in me, to your precihts Souls, hath” 
£ prevailed with me (againff my na+-, 
ral inclinationyto yield to your Requeſt, for the 
ronting thoſe Sermons that T Preachell from: 
Tim. 2. 22. wherein is 'reconmended to 
u the weight and neceſſity of St. Paul's Ad- 
ition'to Timothy, eo Flee Touthful Luſts, 
The Wiſe Man ſaith, Prov. 25. 11, A: 
ord ſpoken''in ſeaſon is like 'Apples ' of. 
vid'in PiQures of Silver. 4nd if ſo, then 
uf be allowed me, - that T have not miſcar- 
din my choice of ſuch , Word ſpoken to you - 
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bye, as you may ſee in the 6. Gal. 7. Be not 
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0 that 1 might notwniſcarry i in my wiſh for you, 
nanety, that it may prove eventually, a Word 
whereby yau may "- faved.. The Word dam- 
ned 's hard, you would not have" that tobe 
your [of, But pray permit me to tel{ y Ye 
(plainly and f tag nc _ » Liſpeng- 4 
Whilporing) j ped. y eqrmot be, ' qnd 
gimed 16.78 " e, eXcept true and £71404 
os tes yo fe fee hog "0, the infallible 
gp ok hich is'g d ig; and buitk upon 
his Word, who is > it ſelf, and. caxnot 


deceived.God is not mocked for whatſoever 7 
a man fourth, that ſhall he: reap I3, Luke |, 
3. Except ye Repenr, ye ſhall periſh. 8. 
Rom. 13. It ye live after the Fleſh, ye ſhall Þ 
dye. 20. Jo 21 His Boner full of the * 
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The PREF ACE. 
mit to this Godly Counſel given ky $t. Paul to 
young Timothy. 1 have read of a Book that: 
the Pope hath called Taxa Camerx Apo-: 
ſtolicx, wherein zen may know the Rate. of 
vy Sm,  upoy what terms men may- keep" 4 

Phore, be. Drunk, &c, As to that it # 4 
bundle of Lyes. But the Inſpixed Scriptures 
may he truly call'd a Rte-Book, where: any 
of you may, know what a beloved Luft wilt got 
without Repeneance (viz) the Wrath of God 
in Hell: and joeverlaftingly.true is this, that. 
T. beg you to deſpair of ever finding the leaſt 
Jota of God's Word to fail, or fall to. the. 
Ground unaccompliſhed. 
. 3 MT know you myll be tempted ta_ do as. othex 

* Toung People commonly do, yamely, to for-. 
j* get theſe things, and by the. ſlath. and averſion. 
3} of a wretched. Heart in conjunttion with. $.4+ 
; tar's temptatians, to. be carried away to other 
| trivial matters; wherefore let me. intreat you, 
3 «4 ever youwoul] avoid the Curſe-of- Reuben 
.# CUnſtable as Waxers], to ballaſt your Hearts, 
ing Þ by laying in AE and powerful Convittions, of. 

'- Þ  Eviſ. 0 
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the. intolerable Evil. of Sin, the indiſpen{ble- 
neceſſity, of Chriſt, and. holineſs, the- uncan-. 
 cetpeable worth, and. the preciouſneſs of your” 
Souls, and Timg,and the unaveigable approach 


f Our, ' of. Death, and Judgment. Lok ye, you Toung- 
ty.of Þ Folks, the, Breaſts of mhoſe. Virginity. hath.net 


yet been preſsd, you are.young, and. want- 
mit =. and 


that Experience that elder Chuiſtians have 
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0 that 1 might notiſcarry in my wiſh Fir you, 
namely, that it may prove eventually, a Word 
whereby you may. be. ſaved.. The Word dam- | 
ned is hard, you would not have" t#hat to. be ® 
your /ot, But pray permit me tg 0s % F 
(plinly and” prbligkty, withoht- kiſping: dnd | 
| inlring) th ſ ped. yau egnet be, ' and | 
''R wmed you op e, except 41% and th ous | 
1 bm 1 te? you feb Jour * is the infall ble : 
#1 hep ok hich is' fri nate ed ig, and: built upon | 
1 his Word, who is = it ſelf, and. caxnot 
©. lye, as you may ſee in the 6. Gal. 7. Be not | 
| deceived,God is not mocked,for whatſoever 7 
Y 2 man foweth, that ſhall beteap. 13. Luke _ 
J 3. Except ye Repenr, ye ſhall periſh. 8. } 
"Fl Rom. 13. It ye live after the Fleſh, ye ſh f 
-F | dye. 20. & Towb His Bones are tull "6+ the © 
Sin - 3,. Which, ſhall: lic 
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The PREF ACE. 


mit to thi Godly. Counſel given by. $t. Paul ta 
young Timothy, I have read of a Book that: 
the Pope hath called Taxa Camerx Apo: 
ſtolic#, wherein men may know the Rate. of 
any Sin, upoy what terms man may. keep" 4 
Whore,” be. Drunk, &c. As to that it s 4 
bundle of Lyes. But the Inſpired Scriptures 
may te truly call'd a Rute-Book, where: any 
0 208 may know what a beloved Luft will -col: 
with ny Repeneange (viz) the Frath of God 
| in Bell: and foeverlaftingly.true is this, that 
EH; Fo Jou.to. deſpair of ever finding the. leaſt 
3 Jota of God's Word to fail, or Fil to. the. 
Ground unaccompliſped. | 
. } I know you mill te tempted tq do 4s other 
\ Young Pegple commenty do, namely, to. for-. 
* get theſe things, and by the "ſoath. and aver ſian: 
7 of a wretched. Heart in. conjunttion with, $44 
© rar's temptatians, to. be carried away to other 
| | trivial matters: "wherefare let me. intreat. you, 
FR 45 ever You. "Y / avoid the Curſe.of: Reuben: 
F [Unſtable as Ws ta ballaſt your Hearts, 
ing_J6y laying in ſro and. ' powerful Convittions, of. 
wy 771 1 Ba iy vid. of Sin, the indiſpenſble: 
receſity. o f. Ch ri F. and. holineſs, the. uncan-. 
7d etpeable w orth,. and. the preciouſneſs of - your”. 
x _ \ and. Nag the unavoidable approach. 
* ' Death, and Judgment. Lqok ye, you Young- 
ks, the breg s of whoſe. Virginity: hate not. 
i. een preſs d, you are young, and. want 
fy Ex open that elder Chuiſtians —_ 
an 
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V anitties and Folly. 


The PREFACE. 


and therefore the greater allowance muſt be 
made; you muſ# allow your Souls more time 
to digeſt the great myeries of Religion by Me- 
ditation and Prayer : And you are more ftrong- 


ty bent to ſenſual Pleaſures and Sports, and 


to forget God and your Souls, Death and 
Judgment. And therefore you mult ſo much 
the more chaftiſe the pregnancy of that V ani- 
aan; Folly that s bound up in your Natures 
y 4 ſeverer vigilance and abſtinence. When 
T was young; it pleaſed God of his infinte 
Mercy, to priviledge me above thouſands with 
4 Religious Education, and by his reftraining 
Grace to preſerve me from open Prophaneneſs 
(bleſſed be hu holy Name) © But yet notwith-, 
Banding this (to my own juft ſhame 1 mentien 
it) in thoſe early and wanton days of my Touth 
I was miſerably vaiz, foolifh, and diſobedient, 
ſerving awvers Luts and Pleaſures : The bit- 
ter remembrance whereof hath (for more than 
20 Tears paſt): cot me Sighs and Groans. utt- 


utterable: Oh! the time's not to be numbred 


that T have wiſhed T had been fick in Bed ra- 
ther than ſinning' againft ſo good a God ;. the 
Remote parts of: the World that I have 
been'in, the Roads I have journeyed in, the 
Fields I have watched in, the Nights I have 
wittched on, the Houſes I have-lived in, and 


the Beds 1 have lain on, can' witneſs to my 


Tears and Sorrows while T have recogniz'd my. 


And 


The PREFACE. 
And now foraſmuch as it is utterly impoſſible 


for me to recail and recover thoſe palt and 


miſpent days of my Youth. T would on the 
bended Knee of Importunity, for my own ſake, 
as well as your's, beſeech this one thing of y0u, 
(as I have of God for you) (viz.) to take Warn- 
ing. and to be effettually per ſwaded (by the Ter- 
rours of the Lord which I have felt) to Flee 
that Youthful Luſt, and with that Godly young 
man Moſes, rather chooſe any Aflittion than 
adventure to fin ; it's a known Sentence fclix 
quem faciunt, &c. 1's not unknown to many 
of you, how unwilling 1 have been drawn to 
expoſe theſe my homely thoughts to publick 
view. But an extream thirſt after the pre- 
ſent Converſion, and Eternal Salvation of your 
Souls, hath overſwayed me herein : 1 know 
God's Bleſſing upon it can make it effeftual to 
reach this end, which is all 1 aim ator am am- © 
bitions of 3 and if it ſhall pleaſe Almighty God 
to make me a poor weak Injirument ſucceſs- 
ful herein, I ſhall go to my Grave with joy, -- 


; and efteem it ſo great a Recompence, «s if T. 
$ were young again, or had remembred my Crea- 


ror in the days of my Youth. 
I am not ignorant of my own Infirmities, but 


1 write not to you Fathers and Mnaſons, old 
W Diſciples ; but to Children and Youth, who 
Breed not firong Meat, but Mick, If any other 
01d fo far humble themſelves, as to cafs an 


Eye upon ſo mean a Diſcourſe, with whom its 
| buſineſs 


The PREFACE; 

buſineſs is not, T would defire thi of then, that 
inſtead of tvadihg this poir thing and its Au- 
ther with harſh and haſty Cetiſures, they would 
lend it and him their help in theth hearty 
Prayer to God for a Bleſſiig tpoh the one, and 
an imtreaſe of Gifts and Grace in the other. 
F efjeem my ſelf oblig'd to acqudint you, that tiwo 
of theſe Sernlviis were Preached above a Tear 
ago; and thife Ting Mer thit were wt my 
Auditors rhen, tray be apt to think that Thave 
made great alterations i the trarifcribing of 


 . themyfor as much as here they will meet with a 


great deal more than what they heardin a forigle 


Sermon about fix Weeks ago. where through 
the freights of time Tcontd do no more than 


ful name mary particulars, which formerly I 
was large upon. 

F ſhall detain you no' longer, only add this 
hearty defire for yon, That while many of your 


Age are haftemng the Wrath of God upon this 


poor Nation Ly' thei? Atheiſm & Immotalicies 
that you' may be frequeriting your Clyſets, and 
07 your Kriees mourning for your own aid the 
Nations Sins, ere the Lord come upon us with 
his fierce Anger, and there be no remedy, which 
i the hearty deſire of him, who is a willg, 
though weak and unworthy Servant ef Chriſt, 


Samuel Pomfret. 
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2 Tim: 11d: 


Flee alſo Tonthful Luſts. 


N this Chapter P2#/ proceeds to diteft 
Tim. in_the right management of 
hisgreat Woatk, whereunto he was 


calledz in order ro which he inſtruQts 
3, him, whence he ſhould derive ſtrength 
= tor it, v. 1. then he exhorts him to propa- 
XZ oate thoſe truths ro others which he had heard, 
and received from him, v. 2. then he encon- 
rageth him to endure hardneſs in his Work, 
from a two fold Metaphor, viz. that of a 
 Souldier, and an Husbandman, who firſt 
ſtrive and labour, and afrerwardsreceiye the 
reward, and reap the fruit of their pains; 
from ver. 3d. to the 8th. There he minds 
him of the Example of Chrift, who * firſt 
ſuffered, and died and afterwards was raifed 
ro life again, and thence inferreth char all che 
4 306 B faith- 


8, 


* Directozy fo2 Youth. 


faichful who (uffer with him, ſhall alſo live 
and reign with him for ever. From ». 8. 
to the 14th. and then he gives other m_ 
Qtions, how he ſhould behave himſelf as 

workman, that necd nor be aſhamed , as 


.horting him from all vain and prophane 


Babliongs, and Errors, that began tointeſt the 
Chuch of God ; adding an argument that 
if a man purge 'bimlſelt trom chele, he ſhall 
be a Veſlel of Honour , prepared for his 
Maſters work, from 14- ' rothe 24th. and (0 
he cometh to the words 11 my —_ Flee al- 
fo youthful Lults. 

Which admonition tro Tim. one would 


have thought might have been omined, and ' 


that upona two fold account, Tim. had an 


infirm, weak Body, and luch ſickly people | 
ulual;y incline more to minde a Winding- 
ther than wanton Lulſts. 


Tim.wasa holy yonng Man,very remperate, 


tor the moſt part drinking only Wacer; and 


fuch cold Liquor was more likely to quench, 
than inflame the hear of Luſts : and yer be- 
cauſe T im. was a young Man, Pan! ſaw need 
co give him chis aomonition. Wellthen, may 
you young. people need, it : Belure it is writ- 
ten for your admonition in thele laſt and 
leucde. days, on whom the cnd of the World 
are: come : Wherefore . attend thereun:o as 
for your lives. Flee youthful /ufs. In which 
words there is no need of any Logical, divi- 
fron, to detain you from this foilowing, The: 

ological 
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3 
ological propoſition, which (without the 


leaſt violence done to 
floweth from ir. | 

That it is a duty of ſpecial! concernment, to 
young peovle, to flee youthful luſts, In the 
proſecution of this Doctrine, I ſhall endea- - 


zhe Text) naturally 


vour the reſolution of theſe following Que- 


{tions. 


Q. 1, What js the import of the word Flee ? 

Q. 2. What are theſe Youthful Lufts that 
you are ſo concerned to flee ? 

Q. 3. Wry it as a duty of ſuch ſpecial cone 
cernment for Touth to flee thoſe Iuſts ? 


Q. 4. How young people may beſt Praftice 
this thetr eſpecial duty to flee youthful luſts ? _ 

Q. 1. What 1s the import. of this word Flee ? 

Anſw. Now to Flee imports the ſwifteſt 
mation, as to run is more than to go, ſs to 
flee is more then to run; Wings are nimblex 
than Legs. You know in all motion, there 
1S terminus.a quo, &F terminus ad quem, the 
terms from which, and the terms to: which 
So it is here flee from ſin to God. Flee z. e. 
to the fartheft diſtance from ſin, and to the 
n2areſt cloſure and union to God, 11. Job 
i4 Tf iniquity be in thy hand put it jar aw 
How far ? "7 fat as God Nats It away when 


LO 


he pgrdons ſin, even as far as the Eaſt i 


from the Weſt, 103. Pſal. 12 $6 ſhould 


You do in your Repentance for fin. 
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_ After the mort 


© Objert, But. we can as ſoon, flee from our 
ſelves, as from our *Luſts, in this ſenſe : the 
Law in our Members will, abide. 

" $9). Altho there cannot be in this life a per 
fe&t freedom from, nor deſtruction of ins, 
Betrig an' exiſtence, (this being only the 7 _ 
priveledge of the glorified Souls above) J : 
yet there may and muſt be a ſubverfion of ( } 
its Power and Dominion, both in Beart 7 © 
and Life; ſo'that the meaning is flee from thy - |Þ c 
outhful luſts to the utmoſt diſtance, even as far F 

as the Eaſt is from the Weſt, in reſpect of thy | wy 
love, and affeCtion to, and praftice of theſe If ,* 
Infts: Tho fin is and will remain in thee, | LF 
yet maintain a continual alienation in thy #F* 
heart. and endeavours in thy life againſt ir, x 
in adilipent uſe of all thoſe ſanQtified means, Þ , 
"1 ſpiritual remedies which God hath ap- 
pomre for the abandoning, thy conthfal | 
dfts. Such as theſe following: | 
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._ x. Vehement deſires and Iopgingsof foul M.,? 
ification ofthem in their habits N 


a well 4$ external a&s. 7. Roy. 2.4; 
©''2"Deep hurkbliggs of ſoul, and loathings (f.”” 
ef felf, for former yieldings 0 thy Luſts, 73. WP.” 
Pal. 53. Ss Toolih and ignorggt , was 1, earn eV 
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I 'Dfrectozy fo2 Youth. 5 
ſurely heard Ephraim bemoning himſelf thus, 1 
Ws as 4 Bullach unaccuffomed to the yoke. 
Strely after I was inſtrated, T ſmete upon my 
thigh, I repented, I was alhamed /, yea, Oven 
8 confounded, becauſe I did brar the reproach 
= of my youth, 
A 23}. Earncſt crivs to Heaven for Preventing, 
5 pardoning, and purging Grace. 19.  P/al 13. 
3 =—y back thy Servant from preſumptucus fms 7; 
(2 /et them not have dominion cer me. 51, fal. 
2 x.2, 7, lo. verſes, Have mercy upon me, O 
7 G6 'd, according to the multitude of, thy tender 
J mercies, blot ont my tranſgreſſions, IVaſh me 
= thronghly from mine iniquities, and cleanfe me 
W from my fin. Purge moe, and T frallbe clean ; 
i create in mea clean be irt O God, 
Z - 4. Fixed reſolutions in Chriſts ſtrength to 
> Zobey your Youthful Luſts no more. 14, Hoſea 
> £8. Ephraim ſhall ſay, what have I any more to 
* do with Tdols ? 34. Job 32. Lord what 1 how 
: 707, teach thou me, and wherein 1 have' done 
Finiguity, I will do ſo no more. 
Z 5. Lively afting of faith on a crucified | 
ECbhriſt, and the precious promites. 6. Rom. G. 
£1 Knowing this that our old man is crtcified 
Syith him, that the body of fin might be de- 
Mrozed ; that hence forth we ſhould not ſerve 
$77. 2 Cor. 7. 1. Having therefore theſe pro- 
&::i/es, (dearly beloved) let us cleanſe our felves 
| rom all filthineſs of the flſh and ſpirit. 
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6. Daily watchinvs againſt all occaſions of 
drawing out your yourntul Luſt and Cor- 


ruptioa. 31. Job. 1. T have made a Covengnt- © | 


with my eyes, that I will not look upon a 
Maid 18. Plal. 23. I have kept my ſelf from 
mine own iniquity, and you may rank under 
tais head that in 13. Rom. 13. of making no 
proviſion for the ficth, co fulfil it 1n us 
luits. 

7. And Latly, Willingneſs ro receive a 


Chriſtian and Fiicnd]v reprouot , for your .? 
4 ed 
3 ob 
7 7% 
8 tha 
# wh, 
4 oth 
) 87% 


youthful ſins, and follies. 141. Pal. 5. Let 
the righteous ſmite me, it (hall be a kinanefs : 
and tet him reprove me, it ſhall be an excel- 
lent oyle, which ſhall nit break my head. Now 
when you carefully uſe theſe, and ſuch Ike- 
means, which God in his holy word hath 
appointed : then you comport with this cx- 
ecllent Rule, Flee Touthful Lnfts, and lo you 
have the import of that Phraſe, Flee, which 


you read with it thole other Scriptures, 
i ſhall only allude co chem. 


19. Gen. 17. Flee for thy life, look not behind 
thee, taynot thou in the plain:eſcape to the moun- 
tin, leaf thou be conſumed. Flee Young 
man thy Luſts, as - Foſeph fled from his 
tempting Miſtrets, 39. Gen, 12. And ſhe caught 
vim by his garment, ſaying tye with me: and 
he left his garment in her hand, and fled, 

| and 


3 
| ; which M var 
will further receive an acceffion of light , if © 


abr 
Flee youthful Ins, as Lot fled out of Sodom. | 


2 


7 Pcra 
where the word Flee is uſed in a good ſenſe. 2 
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A Dircctozy fo2 Youth. 7 
and got himout.Flee as Faoch fled from the face 
of his bloody Brother Eſav. J5. Gen. 1. 
Flce as the poor diſtreſ{:-d Manilayer, fled 
trom che avenger of Blood, to rhe Cicy of 
refuge. 19. Deut. 5. And thus T have endea- 
voured the Relolution of che firſt Queſtion, 
what the import of the word Flee is ? 

Q. 2. Whar are thoſe youthjul luſts, that 
you are ſo concerned ro Flce 2 

Anl. In the Diviſion of our lives, th: re are 
7 pecultar, and predominant luſts, incident to 
| each divipon : Now in the general, Tonth is 
obnoxious to moſt fins, yet ſome more than others. 
" Touth hath its proper fins, that hange about , 
2 that haunt, and dog that ſeaſon of life ; ſome 
3 whereof reſpett the temper of their minds, and 
3 others the frame of their lives, which T ſhall 
'? give you in theſe following Heads. 
| I. Aireneſs of Spirit, levity of Mind, 
Z vanity of thoughts. 
3 2. Blind Boldneſs in adventuring on del- 
A peracely in dangerous Ways. 
3 3.Carcleſsincogitancy,and inconſiderateneſs 
2Zabour the moit awſul important matters of 
 Wtheir Souls. | 
4. Delaying Repentance, and turning to 
. God, fooliſhly thinking ifs time enough, 
r they are yer young. | 
5 5. Eager purſuits afrer ſenſoal Pleaſures, 
t FGames, &c. Loving theſe more then God. 
4 6. Flexibilicy co temptations, as dry Tindcr 
to receive the leaſt ſparke, caſily-enticed. 
7. Going down the Stream, and tollow- 
B 4 nz 
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ing a multitude to do Evil ; ſaying Ido but ; 
as other young people do. F 
8. Hating Inſtructions, Admonition and { 


Reproof. n 2 
. 9. Intemperance in mecars, and Drinks. 7 A 
10. Keeping of il] Company, that Soul 3 e 
runining fnare of Hell. 4 cl 


11. Lying and inventing Exculcs. : 
12. Making little or no Conſcience of re- ? 
lative Durics. A 
13. Noutiſhing vain hopes, and flattering * 
themſelves with the thoughts: of long Lite, | 
and puting far away the evil Day. | 
14- Omicting the holy Obſervation of the * 


Sabbath. E 
15. Pride of their parts, Beauty, Sirength. * ci 
16. Quenching the motions of the Holy *** lik 

Spirir. as 
i7. ;Ridiculing ſerious Religion, as too is t 

ſtrict, and more than needs. "an 
18. Time-waſting. #lati 
19. Uacleanneſs. ful, 


20. Woful giddineſs of Spirit, ready. ro Yyor 
imbibe any kinde of error. To begin with 3 F 
the firſt of theſe. _ 77 

7.  direneſs of Spirit, &c, Ic is obſervable er: 
what name the Hebrews give a young Man, Watc 
(piz.) Nagnar, which comeih from a root,” Wn t; 
that fignifieth .tco be rofſed to and fro:Kas x 
Thereby ſetting forth the Levity, and Va-WNo: 
nity of a young Man's mind, S9/omon eeilsfeth i 
us in the 10, Ecch 11. that Childhood and6. 
| OS 44  - Yon 
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Youth are Vanity, light Spirited and Frothy. 

O how rare a fight is it ro ſee young people 

ſerious and ftaid in their minds. Ballaſted, - ; ' 

and Ballanced in the matters of Religion. 

2} Moſtare as the Apoſtle faith of chem, roffed 

2 eaſily to and fro with every Wind : tho 

* they are born with ſinful corrupred Na- 

; tures, and are every moment liable ro-Death 

7 and Damnation, while they continue in a 

natural condition: yer they are like the 

wild Aſs in the Wilderneſs, that ſnuffeth"up 

the Wind ar her  picalure, as the Prophet 

1 Jeremiah (yeaks: 2. Fer. 24. They are be- 

4 come vain in their i imagination, their minds 

are like that of the Poets, tull of vain fan- 

, 2 cies, and fitions: the Eye of their minds 

 * like that of their Body, looks all outward, _ 

as it they had ne Soulto mind. Hence it. «+: 

) is that ſo many thoulands of Pravers, 'Tears, | 
- + and InſtruQtions of faithful Miniſters and Re- 

lations are defeated, and rendred unfuccels- 

#ful, through the Inſtability and Vanity of 

0 young pcoples ſpirits. 

h 3 B. Boiftrous , and Bold , — ing upon 
4 and pernicious Courſes; O fa Fehy like 
icy $-mper, 2 Kings 9. 10. Futious, and Delpe- 

n, Fatc : This is that young people are prone to, 

N, Þn the heat of their Youth, ro be vemurous, 

0: Ks the Horſe tha ruſheth inco the Battle: 

a-FNow if you would fee how rhe Horſe ruſh- 

115th into the Battle, COMPAare with that S. Jer. 

on o. the 39 Fob 9 a! 1d rnere you _ it 

1h OW 


3, \ 
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moſt elegantly, and lively exprcfizd by God 
himſelf. Haft thou given the Horſe ſtrength ? 
haft thou cloathed his neck with thunder ? 
Canf thou make him afraid as a Graſhopper ? 
his noftrils are terrible. He paweth in the 
valley, and rejoyceth in his ſtrength : he goeth 
on to meet the armed men. He mocketh at 
fear, and is nit affrighted, neither turneth 
he back from the Sword. The quiver ratl-th 
againſt him : he (walloweth the ground wich 
fircenefs, he ſairh among the I rumpeas, ha, 
has in Which diſcription, you may ſee how 
furtouſly aad Janpgeroully he ruſketh into 
the Bartle for he rnſheth upon the Pikes, 7 
and deadly [:ftte tos, prepared for de- 
ſtrugion , and ottiucs is ſuddenly ſlain, + 
Thus young people are apt, to ruſh on in *: 
finful ways, Furioſus juvenibus unimi habitus. 
Tho God hedge in their way with I horns, +0; 
they break through all; as Ba/zam would | 
on, tho thcre was a drawn Sword in the way. 
So Youth is pronero this mad fury, in vyen- 
ruring on, tho God hath Jaid many bars in 
fins way, as Majeſtracy, Miniſtry, Conſci- Þ 
ence, and the occular demonſtrations of bis 
Judgments upon other impenitent ſinners, * 
racſe are all bars in their way, yet how rare Þ 
's It, to fee young ones reſtrained, and kept 
bick, by any, by all of them. You have 
an inſtance, in E4?; Sons, 1 Sam. 2. and 
tor” this cauie In the 12. verſe, they are cal- 
led chiidiea of Belial, becaule no Yoke 
woul 
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A Directozy fo2 Youth. 1 
would hold them: Alſo you read of two 
of 7acobs Sons, Simeon and Levi, of whoſe 
milcarriages of this kind the good old man 
taus expreſſech himſelf, in the 49: Gen. 5. 6, 
| 7. Simeon and Leviare Brethren, inſtruments 
2 of Cruclty are in their Habitations. O my 
3 Soul come not thou into their Secret ; unto 
their Aſſembly, mine Honour be not thou 
united, for in their anger they Slew a man, 
and in their ſelf will they digged down a 
Wall. Curſed be their Anger, - for it was 
2 fierce, and their Wrath, for it was Cruel : Ic 
2} 15 ro be obſerved, thatthe greater number 
5, | of thoſe Malefa6tors that end their milcrable 
e- > lives at Tibarn, are the younger ſort of peo- 
1. 2 ple, their boiſterous luſts conſume them, thar 
n ©: they ſcares live our half their days. 

uw. ®% C. Careleſs incogitancy, and want of ſeri- 


sS, + 04s conſideration, and laying to heart the 
Id molt awful important matters of their Souls. 


y. There are three things (ſfaich a great Writer) 
n- Khatr are chicf ruiners, and - deſtroyers of 
in PÞouls. Namely, x. want of conſideration, 
ci- WÞnd felt reflexion. 2. Infidelity , 3. Earth- 
bis Mv mindedneſs ; bur eſpecially want @f con- 
rs 3 Wideration. The firſt of theſe, which Yourh 


are Wre excceding guilty of : How ſeldom do 
cept F/oung people retire, and ſoberly inquire, 
ve Prhar their State and Condition God wards 


<2 Whether ir be a ſtate of Nature or 
race 2 whether God be reconciled, and (11 
pardoned, &c, Alas, young people are ge- 
nerally 


OP 
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nerally led by ſenſe, extending;-their thoughts 
no further, than juſt what: is. before them, 
though they Itve, and move, and have 
theit Being in God : are always under his 
all-ſeeing Eye ; yethe 1s notall their thoughts, 
tho he will bring them to: Judgment, for 
all chcy do, yet they think not of it + This 
evidently appcars 1a the advice the Hoiy 
Ghoſt giveth young ones: in the 11.'0f 
Ecclef. g. its true, all men naturally are in- 
conſiderate abour theſe things; but young 
ones are averſe to the thoughts of God, 
their Sou], Death and Judoment : becauſe 
the. remembrance of theſe things, would 
damp their youthful ſenſual Delights. and 
Plealutcs, and adminifier trouble to their 


minds, againſt which that ape of lite hath | 


an irreconcilteable enmiry ; ard hence ir 15, 
rhat the vanities, and foolerics of rhis world. 


outway Chriſt, "Heaven, and cternal Life. F 


© did young ones bur ſerioutly confder, | 
and bend their thoughts cloſetothoſe rouzing | 
Pottrines and moth, as they are pejeriencod 
in the word of God : Their undone ſtarcby 4 


Nature,and the peril of Hel] and Dimnation, | 3 


they are in cach moment, wliviit they delay | 


Converſion, and fiying for refuge to a cruct- 


hed Jeſs +; ſurely it would render the temp-þ 
rations of fleſhly. pleaſures, jejune, and vain, 
and - prove an excellent means ro awaken 
them to Repentance >, cre the. day of Gods 
Patience be enced : which brings me to the 

fourth 


#87! 
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fourth 8 nexr:\m young people are prone to. 
4+. Delaying of Rebgion ,, ſaying, They 
are yer young, and its time enough, though 
young Pcople are often teld, how much 
more dubious, and difficulc therr Repentance, 
and turning co God wiil be hereafter , then 
; | now, |uppoſing theic Lives ſhould be conci- 
| nuedo chem. Yer ( wichcuc the breach of 
{ & Charity ) one may ſay, ſcarce one of many 
- E Hundreds, but delay and neglef; a preſent 
complyance with'rhoſe repeared Calls of God 
to Converſion; when, in rhe mean time, 

ſe | their Youthful Lufls, cheir Games, and Sport, 
1d IR call them, and find a quick and'ready Aren- 
1d Adance, and Cloſure. D.vid's great Care was 
ir Fo ler abour the Work of Religien, white he 
th ' (ras under the fivit, and carly calts chereunco, 
is, $19 P/el. & .T:made halte,' and: delayed 
1d, Mor co k:ep chy Commandments. Bur how 
ife, Ware 1s ir to ſee, young Ferfons ( whom 'the 
jer, Wcevil Jays Sicge 0, endeavouring tO. pet- 
ing Wvade them that it is rime encugh, when 
ited Wiey are older, to ſteep rheir rhouphts: in 
cby MWci a melancholiy -SybjeRt as Religion is;) 


Ju 


= 


ion, @ foliow his example. Oy 
elav ? 5. Eager purſuits after Pleaſures, Loving 
ruci- We:n more than God. Pleaſure: is thar 


mp- Wvici ſtrangely carries it with! rhe younger 
ain, | F- of People, ( Modo Par) faihike young- 


aken Wer, ler me have Pleafure now, whatever 
ads {Wmc on'c: as E/:y patis with his Birch- 


O rhe 
by urth 


tr, for a meſs of red Powge: ſo yourg 
| | ones 
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ones are ready to part with Heaven for the 
pleaſures of Sin, that are bur for a ſeaſon ; 
they are joyned to pleaſure, as Ephraim was | 
to Idols; and O how difficult a taske is it, 
to force a divorce berween them: Shall I 
be cloiſtred up, and manacled in the days | 
of my Youth, by the ſeverities of Repen- | 
trance, and Selidenial, this is ro bid me be | 
no more Naomi; but Marah > Thus the | 
-young man pleas, like the Figtree and | 
Oliveiree you read of in the 9. of Fudges if 
and the g. Should | leave my fatneſs, and; 
my ſweetneſs, &c. io ſhould I leave my 
- youthful Pleaſures tro march with Sighs, 
- Groans, Tears and a ftrict courſe of mor-i; 
tification 2 No, no, ile rather rejoyce in the 
daysof my Youth, ere the days come whete' 
Jin 1 can have no Plcaſure : Thus Youth ar'Þ* 
prone ( like the Bee thar hovers abour the 
- Por of Honey, untill ac length it is drowned 
in it) to hanker after, yea, madly to ru 
full breaſt upon Pleaſure, wi till like a dal - 
it irikes into their very Liver. Their mind: 
are perpetuaily drunk with the love of Plc: WF! 
ſure, rill they fal] down Dead. 6. 16 
F. Flexibility to Temptation, as dry T ind: 
to the leaſt ſpark, hence you read in the Pr/8F< 
zerbs, fxequently of the voung Mans beige 
eafily enticed and drawn awav, Ch.p. 7. fro" 
rhe 7 Verſe to the 23. And T behell among ff: 
frnple Ones ; 1 diſcerned among the' Youths, 
young Man wid of Underſtanding, and he wf** 
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the way to the Harlots Houſe, &c. Verſe 21- 
With her fair Speech ſhe cauſed him to yield, 
and he goeth after her {traightway, as an Ox 
goeth to the Slaughter, Wc, hence in the IF. 
| | Chap. 19. you Read, My Son, if Sinners entice 
« || thee, conſent thou not, &c. wntimating, that 
| impetous or vigorous Inclination &Byaſsthat 
| is in Youth to conſcnt to Temptations; young 
\e | ones are calily drawn by the ſmalleſt Temp- 
1a} tations ; they are ready to mect it half way, 
8 yceato outpo it.T/a.5.18.We read of ſome thar 
14 will Tranſgreſs for a piece of Bread. 28. Prov. 
__ 21. Ahab (old himſelt ro work Wickednefſs. 
« | Judas offered himicit ro fell Chrilt, and E- 
zoril phraim willingly walked after the Command- 
theme of Falle Worſhip. 5. Hoſea 11. Thus 
Yyoung Pcople are preſently perſwaded, the 
\ art Y<alt Motion is bait and hire enough ;. hike ſofc 
AW x they readily recctive the ſtamp: of a 

WM cmprotion. of 
= G. Goirg down the Stream, and following 
M-titude to do Evil, excaiing all with this, 
lanely, That there are Thou'ands, and 
Wilions, thac ſ{teer che.Courle,. and tread 
Ac Paths that-I do ; ducinmmr exempres:-If Mi- 
a&WMitc's give warning trem God to avoid, and 
p;We< luch and ſuch youthful Sins, and cry 
Ft as the Angel ro Lot, Haſte. giczpe for thy 
tte, cito, citins citifſime : Preſehily in forne 


5 C2 plauſible manner as this they reply, If I 
mo 6; Ev<r do worſe, [hope[ſhall do well enough, 


ave no others done the ſame or as bad> ] 
| "have 
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have the Examples of Thouſands, a mulei- | 
tude on my fide, both of Supecriors, Equals, 
* and Interiours. O the unlpeakable deal of * 
Poylon that is thus conveyed in the hearts of | 
young Perions; and the innumerable Souls | 
thac go ro Hell by Pattern ! How many Chil- | 
dren have learned to Lye, Swear, break the 
Sabbath, and deride the Godly, from their 
| Graceiets Fathers and Mothers, who have 
Fn on. becn {pecial Factors for the Deyil and 
8, Hating Inſtruttion, and Admonition, and kj 
Reprosf, This is another Sin thar Youth are | 
ouiity of. 5 Proverbs 11, 12. T here you have \& 
the Rebellious Youth brought in undet ſtrong $ 
Impreffions of. the Terrors of the Lord tor 
this yery Sin. And thou Mourn ar che lalitÞ 
and ſay, How have I hated Inftruftion , ani 
would not obey tie Voice of my Teachers. 
how many ſad Witnefles have we had of rhi 
at Tybxrine, Hence 1t is that we find Godly: 
Parents of times abounding in Tears, wring Me! 
ing their Hands, ſmiting their Breaſts, and, 
crying our, O nothing will work upon my Chile 
Thouſands of times have I prayed, wept, warig 
ed,. and after all as ſſubbern and diſobedient ai 
before! : Alas. there is a (ecrer loathing of goog 
Councel in Youth, Monitoribus Aſper. You 
Men love ro conſult wich Fleſh -and Blood 
and to walk alicr the Imaginations of che 
own Hearts, bur they hate ro comply wit 
_ the-Sage :and Serious Jaſtruftions of Ke 
ligzop - 9. li 


> 
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 - 9: eyes wee in 'Meats- and Drinks, 
'Ewhich ſtan 


iwa yoluntary eating and drink- 
Ing to excels, for the pleaſingthe Appetite'; 
his 18s not ſo much the - Temptation of old. 
Wand fickly People, as of our youth, to Pape, 
Sand 'glur their vide Bodics;"as if God had 
; nade them a kind of upright Bruits, ' thac 
: iced not ſtoop down to a"F rough; or in re- 
> cmblance of a Spting, or '*a' Hogſhead (that 
4 Farce of little uſe, fave 'to contain Liquor. A- 
*&xandrimu callechichis Sin the Throat-Devil, 
d  Þnd the Belly-Devil.' And coo true is it, thar 
ce ,_ the. Devil deſtroyech Mulcirudes of Youth by 
'e | Wis Sin, who for the-pleaſing of their Throars 
1g EMWill (ell him their Souls, as Ear 'his Births: 
or lpht, -for his Belly : ' O chis/Canine, Eager; 
alt 8d Inſatiable  Apperice ; where ic Rules, it 
:ndu'ns all. Phyſicians (ay; "That of thoſe 
Wo our-live their Childhood, + ſcarce one of 
rviWany that dyein:their Prime, but by Intems 
zd\{Wrance ; for geticrally in the younger fore; 
ingMF!igion and Reaſon' are weakeſt, and” bar 
andWdecrlings ro their ; unruly ' Appetites , arid 
hil/mrcn'once this .icuttupions Lu Tits -pot' the 
-JrEcndant, and Regal Power','''a blazing 
nt 187 baraing waR Heovoy' oh BR 
ofMinous'ob Riite; as this, '- Seneca" fairh,” El 
ou) Parochianus Diabols.' An Epicure ''S 
loo Parifhioner'tsi the: Devil ; who then can 
 cheiciently lament that Innundatioti'of Epicy- 
 wiio 5 Glumony and'Dronkennefs that Hark 
{ Rer-run” the! Yomtlot this Nation? Ah; 
1A C1 BE - . who 
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who. can. rclrajn. Fears ? To fee how' many | 


þ jb of pious, Progenirors, and bred up mn 
| bgious! Familiesz again, How many:born 
of, ruth 'Blagd, deſcended from Honoura- 
ble Anceſtors: and bred up ar'the Feer of Ga: 


aliel at the Schools, and. of pregnant Ca: 


faenics, and who: might /have_been tpeculiar 
elfings tg. the Land; 1 ſay to ſee rheie./( as 
well as othery that are-brought forth in.a low: 
er Station, and. brought, up ,in a viler- and 
2- more _irrcligious way. ):'to Sacrifice their 
Youthful days.to Bacchus, the God of Wine 
and cmaſculace their Spirits m Taverns, / and 
Drunken Socicties. We read: in 1 Per. 4. } 
of. thoſe who: walked in Laſciviouſne/s, Luf 
exceſs of Wine, Revellings., Banquetivgs. 
wherein they--think ſtrange; 'that you rum ni 
with. them-to tbe ſame exceſs of ' Riot,' ſpeakin 
evid.of you. I need nor (earch into the Rio 
T&14s- Practice. of -other Nations; nor :lay (mi 
Scene, abraa 40; make. Application of - th 
&FXE 51 Alas! #holds tag) gat iof: us 1n :thi 

ion 4:; Wh: reckon; that!they have" ne 


i. 


3a 
nag ghee Drunk, and-dtem:ir.as a _picec! 
inch ty and rudencls,, ;thatdelerves- aciftal 
pe van will, not go on. to.pledge rhem, ja; ahi 
Binh Health to..their Wits cad; \Goo 
Ld: .that,eycr any:that breaths within 
if; Ait-;;.and that-names. the name! 
chin, ſhould commence-ſuch Wickedodl 
Oh thac ourRead were' Waters, © c;1-19) 
of 77 19. Atts © 


ie. thezx'G olts weleomgt they haven 


' Company, to diſenthral your ſelves again : 


ho 


s 8 #. & ® 


70V. 10. 11, 1.2, 


evil 


to q Teprobate mind, it Will waſtare conſci- 
entiam,lay walt,your Conſcjerices,and ſo ſeat 


* yon in the Chair of the Scorners ; and then 
( the next ſtep. is Hell. Ah! how many young 


ones, when firſt they have engazed in ey1l. 
company, and ſet out with them, have bzen 
WT. G 2 a 


oboe - 
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a little ſtartled and affrighted at their inter- 
locatory Oathes ( for nemo repente fit rurpiſ- 
fimns ) as Juven. ſpeaks : yet after a while 
frequenting ſuch : company they find them- 


ſelves almoſt; irrecoverably ingulfed into 


thoſe prodigious ſins, that themſelves could 


not have believed they ſhould ever adveritu- - 


red ' on ; ſuch an Emblem of Hell is ill com- 
pany, that (without the breach of Chari- 
ty) one may fay that none continue in 


the one while they live, but inevitably fall 


into. the other when they dye, and fo their 
ſteps. take hold 'of Hell, where the worm 


dyeth nor, and fire is not quenched ; where. 
their fellowſhp i in. ſin will be turned into a 
where an. 
holy and juſt God will do that, viz. damn. 
them, which they in their merry meer | 


miſerable fellowſhip of flames, 


have fo. often called - upon him todo: 


_ the Devil will take that, zz. their outs, 
which they have ſo freely and frequently 


given him. 

11. Another fin whereunto youth are 
much addited, is Lying, a fin that ſeemeth 
to be contemporary with ſpeech in young 
Children ; that as ſoon as their. earthly Pa- 
rents teac h them'to ſpeak, their hellifh fa- 
ther the Devil, learns them to lye ; that 
as ſqon as the 'one. learns them to g0 on 
Farth, the other lcarns them to go 


to Hell, hence theſe, two are. joyn?d toge- 


ther, in that 58. I ſal. 3. Speaking of young 


ones, 
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ones, they go aſtray from the Womb. tel- 
ling lies. This is a fin, that all, but e(- 
Oy young, ones are exceedingly prone 

ereby Satan leads: them captive at 
his will, to make them - his Yaſſals : Look 
there young people ! there are ſeveral ſins 
that are (as I may ſay) the very off-ſpring 
and Progeny of Satan, and in ating of 
them, a ſinner reſembles the Devil, as a 
Child the Father : For inſtance, Pride, is 
called their condemnation. of the Devil, 


1 Tim. 3.6. an angry paſſionate ſpirit it's 


ſtiled. giving place to the Devil, 4. Eph. 26, 
27.. the like one may ſay of this ſin of 
Lying, in the 8, John, and the cloſe of the 
44. v. the Devil is called a lyer, and; the 


Father of Lies, and in the 5. of -the Ats 3. 


Satan is there ſaid to fill Anarias his heart 
to lie againſt God , which ſheweth. that 
where there is a lic in the Tongue, : there 


is the Devil filling of the Heart, ruling in 


Children of diſobedience; hence James ſaith 
4- Chap. and the 6. . that it ſets all on fire 
of Hell. O how great is the power that 
Satan acquireth in young people by this 
{in, it gives him that which he ſo earneſt- 
y deſires ; namely, a ſpiritual poſſeſſion of 
Souls, as a man. poſleſſeth and dwells in his 
Houſe, and there it is he learneth. young 
ones that. maſter-piece in-the Black Art, to 
call Evil Good, and.Gaod Evil, and to de- 
ny the fact when they have committed ſin, 
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as 2 Kings 5, 25. thy Servant ( faid lying | 


Gehazi Y went no whether; -thns Jacobs Sons, 
after they had'wickedly ſold their Brother, 
come with a plaufible Tale'(tho a palpable 
lye') to their Father, we found this bloody 


Garment in the Field, - but-whoſe it is we | 


know not, 37. Gen. 32. +: TS 

-:2;: Another Sin, young ones-are given 
to, is neglect of Relative duties, as ho- 
nouring and 0Obeying their Parents and Ma- 
ſters, &c. this 18 a ſin-peculiar to young 
people, and 'there are but few that eſcape 
the guilt of 'it. Hence have ' Miniſters Ec- 
cleſiaſtical - Fathers, almoſt . every Lords- 
day Bills of ' complaint, like Ezekrels Roll, 
filled with lamentation, put into our hands, 
begging our earneſt Prayers for rebellious and 
diſobedient Children and Servants : Though 
the''juſtice of -God is ordinarily manifeſt 
in the-execution of his threatned Judgments 
upon Children of Be/;al even in this Life : yet 
alas, how ſeldom do young people take 
and improve ſuch awful, awakening warn- 
ings, to hear and fear and do no more 
wickedly ? How common is1t for Children, 
yea, when grown up, and their Parent: 
grown old, to ſet light by ' them, and to 
ſpeak Sawcily and Contemptuouſly of them, 
and to them, betiaving themſelves proud- 
ly, and rudely -before them, as if the) 
were their equals, a praQtice moſt yile. # 
gainſt the light' of Nature, and always. (ac 


- 


- ing, aQing, : their: "filthy Jufts; | 
: earls eo Diitic iis: Swear 
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cor ding to wy Scripture) entaileth a 'Curfe 
upon ſauchi,unnatural Children, 27. Dem. 
16.. Curſed be he that ſerreth light by his Fas 
ther .or his ether : and all the pope ted fay, 
Amen. The: puniſhment that the Heathens 
inflicted on fuch,* was, to ſew them: in” a 
Sack with a Dog, Cat, Viper 'and ''Ape, 
(an Emblemiiiof unnaturalneſs ). and {6 
drown them togeuher, and the puniſhmene 
that the Law of 'God in the time ' of Aoſes 
did aflign to a rebellious Son, was to be 
ſtoned to Death s'21, Dew, 18. If a man 
havea ſtubborn and rebellious-Son Wwhichwill 
not obey the voice of. his Father, or: the 
voice of his Mother, - then fhall they tay 
hold on him, and; bring kin”out unto” the 
Elders of the City; and* all/ the men of 
the City ſhall ſtone: him with ſtones tfllhe 
dye., And it is obſervable; 'now under the 
Goſpel, how the holy: and wiſe Povidenve 
of God ordinarily; ſets a matK upon *difo- 
bedient Children, . either-: in imhittering 
their lives with'a fucceſſion of miſeries aid 
vexations here; . or ſuffering them to fall 


by an untimely. Death. © © £7 


13. Another: Sin-Youth' is prone to, is 
Sabbath breaking ;':- a 'day which uſually 
young. people:mezr together upon,-to-walk: 
abroad in the Fields, atidtake their pleaſure, 
anit run-intd all xxceſs of Riot; Chamiher- 
" drinking 


G 4 ing. 
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ing, and ſometimes Quarrelling, 'Fighting, ' 


Thieving, Robbing of 'Orchards and Gars- | 


dens, and thus .inverting that Day which 
God hath ſanQtified, and appropriated to his 


own Honour and Service; and the ſaving of 
ſouls ; to. the; ſervice of. the Devil, and 


damning their own ſouls; ſure I am- the 


whole Chriſtian world at "this day groans 


under the tragical and bitter effets of this 
fin,- and he is nothing worthy of Eyes that 
weeps not, to ſee whole, droves running 
headlong to Hell through this breach, -»3z. 
the Breach of - the Sabbath. Verily the De- 
vil, hath more; ſervice done on this day 
than on all the fix beſides, and how deplo- 


rable, is the ſerious conſideration hereof , | 


that, the - day which ſhould be Chriſt's, is 
the: DeviPs great harveſt of Souls, and that 
day which ſhould- make joy in Heaven, by 
an.. addition to the Charch, of ſuch as ſhall 
de ſaved , ſhould ever prove Satans tri- 
umph, and. Hells: inlarging it ſelf beyond 
Meaſure, at the acceſſion of :ſo vaſt a mul- 
tityde. of Sabbath-breakers into it. 

14. Another ſin that Youth i 1s excceding« 
ly prone to, is nouriſhing of vain hope, and 
flattering themſelves with the thought of long 
life, putting far away from them the memori- 
al of the evil Day. Young people account it, 

z kind of death to think of Death ;: the 
cditations . + or tydings: of it, are ( like 
thoſe of the Judges caring - to "the _ 
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fo 'MalefaQors ) entertained with great re- 


 IvQtancy ; and when they cannot wholly ba- 


niſh the items of it, out of their Conſciences, 
they will be ſure to ſet it a great way off : 
as thoſe bold finners did the Prophets Vi- 
fion, in the 12. of Ezek. 27. the Viſion that 
he ſees, is for many days to come, and 
hence as that evil Servant, in the 24. Mar. 
a8. when he ſaith in his heart, my Lord 
deiayeth his coming, he began to ſmite his 
fellow Servant, and to eat, and drink with 
the drunken ; ſo young people, when they 
once drive off the thoughts of death, as 
far as they can from day to day, then they 
run a whoriag from God, hy aſide Religi- 
ous duties, let looſe the reins of their 
Laſts, laugh at the tremendous threatnings 
of the Almighty. It 1s one of the great- 
eſt ftrengthners of temptations to Luxury, 
Pride, and almoſt every fin in the World, 
when ſinners are beld, to promiſe them- 
ſelves many years to come, as you may 
ſee in that 12. Zxke 17, 18, 19. where our 
Saviour brings in "that fooliſh rich man 
ſpeaking to his ſoul, after this manner , 
Soul take thine eaſe, eat, drink, be merry, thou 
haſt goods laid up for many years. O young 
men , as you would eſcape the rebukes. 
an angry God, and an exatperated guilty 
Conſcietce, promiſe not your ſelves long 


. life, it is the ready way to Atheiſm and 'A- 
whereas if Fou would always keep - 


= 


the 


I 
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the eye of your mind open, to behold the 
ſpeedy approach of Death, and Judgment, 


as In rem preſentem, how admirably woulq . 


it-work, how ſerious 1n caſting up your 
ſouls- accounts, and imploring of pardon 
and eternal Life would you. be, | 

1 5-Another of theſe youthful ſins is Pride, 
and yain Glory, which ſtands in an overva- 


lying. of our ſelves, with reference to the 


endowments of the "Mind, or Body ; ſuch 


as Wit, Parts, Beauty, Stature, Strength, 


Agility, Fc. Young ones have much dark- 
neſs, and ignorance both .of God, and 
themſelves: and hence they ſet themſelves 


AS: among, the Stars in their own thoughts: 
if they have Parts, how prone are they to" 


be proud of them, conceiting themſelves 
to have much more than indeed they have, 
and then above meaſure, admiring their 
own Wir, and ſtrength of parts, and EX: 
peQting every one elſe ſhould admire them 


too, not conſidering that theſe mental. 


Lifts, without Grace, makes them- more 
like the Devil, that abounds with endow- 
ments of this kind, and to be more ſervice- 
able to him (as malignant inſtrumentals) 
in promoting the ruin of mens ſouls ; as 
Avſtin 'told a great, but unſanRified Scho: 
lar, ornari a. te diabolus -querit, the -Devi 
ſeeks to be honoured, and-ſerved by thee: 
And you read in 3, Gov. 4 .-Becaule the. Ser: 
PeNt was more ſubtile thean- any. other ag bo 
| 1 


j 


theſe things. 


of the Miniſtry : Not a Novice, 
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the Devil uſed that Creature to deſtroy 


' mankind. [Now this Pride of IntelleQquals, 


1s never more dangerous, than when it ter- 


minates upon Religion, and Souls affairs.; 
and there are none more. obnoxious here- 


unto, than young people, a. little know- 
ledge maketh them think they. are fit .to.be 
Preachers preſently : whereas the old, and 
experienced Chriitian , with trembling 
cryeth out, Lord, who 1s ſufficient for 
Young ones, for want of ac- 
quaintance with, -and experience of. the 
wickedneſs, -and deceitfulneſs of their -own 
hearts, are apt to think that they have a- 
bundance of Grace ; Pawl, a young man, 
was highly conceited of his good. effate 
in Religion: and ſpiritual matters, till. the 
commandment came in the; power of it,, 
and revived in him a fight and ſenſe of- 
his curſed and .finful eſtate by nature. 
7.Kom.9., And ſo the young man in the Go- 
ſpel according to Martrh. 19. chap. 20. - Al 
theſe have I done, what lack..] yet. O young 


man remember, - this ſpiritual Pride, 1s like 


the flye in the pot of Oyntment, make all to 
ſtink, if you over-value your ſelves in mat- 
ters of Religion, you may ſoon undo your 
ſelves, and fall into the ſnare, and con- 
demnation of the Devil. This was the 
reaſon why Paul forbids the chooſing of 
a young beginner in Religion to the work 
| leſt he 

#hon]d 
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ſhould be lifted up with Pride. 1 T7. 3: 


6. Paul was a wiſe man, he well knew the | 


ſubtilties of Satan, and the want of experi- 
ence, in young ones, would ſoon inſnare 
them, and betray theminto the hands of 
this lin. And then with reſpe& to Pride | 
in' bodily endowments, as Beauty, Strength, 
'Stature, &c. Alas, how is the Youth of 
the preſent. Age grown monſtrous herein? 
Never did Pride ride in fuch ſtate, when 
1t went abroad 1n the Streets of Sodom, As, 
at this day it doth i in this Nation, where- 
in I was born, and in this City: wherein! 
now breathe. 'Alas, v- hat wandering eyes, 
wanton dreſſes, fooliſh faſhions , apith 1m1- 
tations, extravagant waſhings , profane” 
patching, in a word, a praQtical devoted- 
neſs to the vile Body. that 1s but a fine 
skin full of filth, Flegm, Choler and Cor- 
 ruption, abounds in this City ; © the Arts, 
Studies, Pains, among us all for the neatify- 
ing, priding, pampering this piece of earth, 
that ere long will be meat for the Worms. 
O young people, what will a white skin, or 
ſtrength of jimbs, or a roſie Complexion 
ſignifie, when God "rebuketh man for fin, ' 
his beauty will conſume as a Moth. 39. Pal. 
11, One ht of an Ague can alter thy beau-. 
ty, or a viſitation with the Small Pox, can 
change. It into its contrary. 
16; Another ſin Youth 1s ordinarily prone 
to 1s Naan and ſtifling th2 holy — 
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of, Gods Spirit: This more eſpecially they 
" | are liable to, that are the ſeed of the 
" | Righteous, and that dwell among thoſe, 

whole chief ſcope and aim 1s to promate. 

+ your. Converſion by their daily Prayers, 
. | Inftructions, and. holy examples. Such 
young, ones, as .are thus educated in righte- 
ons Families, and uſed to a conſtant at-, 
5, tendatrice ( through the care of their god- 
. ly Parents or Maſters ) on the means of 
'; Grace, both publick and private ; they do 
"| meet with innumerable inward motions of. 
7 the ſpirit of God, ſtriving in, and with 
them, they lie more obvious to the Loxds. 

13%, race; and Iam perſwaded that there is 
Rg Li not. one to be found among theſe, 'that 
d. are come to years of underſtanding, - but 
_ what muſt own the truth of this. But oh, 
the woful oppolition, that is commonly 
made by young, ones againſt theſe holy ſug- 
 geltions, and illapſes of the bleſſed ſpirit ; 
+ They are uſually like the fparks falling 
Into a Sea of water: when they are at a 

' Sermon, how many knocks, and ſecret jogs, 
touches of Heart, and Conſcience, do. they 
. Theet with, to conſider ſoberly about their- 
(at ſpiritual 'and everlaſting ſtate. But what 
/*" through the ſibtilty of Satan and the love, of 
fooliſh mirth ; and pleaſures, and vain com- 
pany,©c.preſently as ſoon as they returnthey 
loſe, all, quench thoſe begun convi@ions, 
and juſt were it if the abuſed ſpirit ſhould 
YE os age < 50 depart” 
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þ rt for ever and ſtrive 'nd' more. Be | 
ured 'young people, you :cannot fin, AT, | 

fo GT a rate, as an old ſihner, that never 
had the heavenly gales, breathings, ope- 


rations, motions to converſion, 1nterrup- 


Tons, and checks in ſinful courſes, as you | 


havE-had. Oht is this that accents Gol- 


pel condemnation, that hight is come, ' and 


men love darkneſs rather than light. 3. John 19. 


» 


When becauſe light reproves,. gauls the, 


ſinner, . therefore it is hated, this 15 dread- 


f 


ful indeed. O Ponder a while what an 10-| 


figite mercy of God, it 'is to 'your poor | 
miſerable ſouls, to have the ſtrivings and} 
negotiatings of the holy, Tſpirir of God. 


147. Pſal. 19; he hath not dealt ſo with 


Alt bf your ranks, and ſtanding : How many 
thouſands are let alone, like young Dagons! 


now, to reſiſt theſe, and to Hi againlt the; 
light, argueth. fucha loveto'fin, and aver-. 


fation- to God, as juſtly may. place you. in, 
the' forefront of deſperate lingers. | 

' 15. The next fin Youth are' prone to, is 
Atheiſm, &c. . ridiculing ſerious Religion 
The holy A poſtlediſtinly fotetold, by 3 
ſpirit of Propheſie, this very fin, in the 
2, Peter 3. 3, 4 Fnowing this firÞ,. that ther 


fill” come 1n the laſt days ſeaffers, walking after 


bs PH own luſes, and ſaying, where is the promiſt 

f bis coming; ſurely | "theſe; are thoſe laſt 
days, whereinwe ve; andnever did this 
fin of Ach cif; nd deriding at c 024nefs, 


obtain 


' 
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obtain ſuchia'vogue, till .of late , in this 
irreligious' Age ; wherein the main Articles 
of 'the Chriſtian Faith are ſhaken in the 
minds.of multitudes of young people. '<a- 
tan; hath corrupted the minds of many; 
and diffaſe& his veriemous influence, nor on- 
iy through the 'Pagan and Papal, bur alfo 
through.the Proteſtant and Reformed'world 
too. O'! whita world of infidelity, and 
Atheiſm is tbe found in 'our Cities, -afd 
Countries, ' and\would to 'God our Charches 
were free - but if we compare the Tives'of 
abundance of Profeſlors, ' with their pre- 
tended Creed; really their profeſſion will 
ſcarce cover*their Hypocrifte,' and Atheiſm; 
though you.ſhould - exerciſe" the lirgeſtCha= 
rity. ' Got, and Chriſt; "the-immortality.of 
the Soul,” ''Death, and' 'Judginent, Heaven 
and Hell, are: in their 'Creed, and they 
would- condemn you' for 'a''rank Heretick, 
if-you ſhould Ueny* any of theſe DoQrines; 
But little/obſervation of their ſenſuallives 
will foo acquaint you with-'their-vile "and 
edious Hyporriſie and Atheifm; while ply 
behold in their /lives, * the great God d wy 
beyed, Chriſt ivitified Heaven condeninet: 
andthe Worlds vanities'preferred before it; 
Hell ventured npon for the Tike'of a pteafmg 
{i\;/ And amoag us there are a generation 
of.' young Wits i ſprang up; that ( thit -at- 
beit they have had baptiſmal Water on their 
face; yet )'arrwved to-that highth of ſin; as 
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to: tell- the world, not only in. their works To 
but alſo in words, that Religion- is a meer T 
fancy, nothing but the melancholly imagi- nc 
nation of ſome. poor- ſpirited men, that B: 
fooliſhly and fondly conceit- of ſuch.a thin /e 
as God lives, and of a Heaven. prepare {u 
for thoſe that have it, and --Hell-for thoſe tr 
that want it, and then they, ſcare, and af- D 
fright themſelves | with -thoſe buggbears, of 
that their . own fancies repreſent. And , tel 
thus, as the judiciaus Gurnal: ſadly obſerves, * the 
( p..298.) Some among us have dared to make it ; aC 
their boaſt., and.glorying, that. they have at laſt * 
got., from under the burthen of that Tyrant © ha 
Conſcience, they can. Swear, aid. Drink, Whore,  ® la 
and what not, without any check, or remorſe. | 
Time was, when;they were under the wing | 5* - 
of. their Parents;. that they i zxembled at the 3® / 
eating of ſuch, guilt :.. But now entring/ins 
"thoſe. Atheiltical Glubs,; and imbibing Hea 
their. Principles their Conſciences. are be- 
COME; lent, after they haye:been duck't God 


© 


fo. often for-ſcolding, that they are Sermon or 


poof, and laugh at-the Notion. of Damna- ſ ay, 
tion; and at; Miniſters, whoi.in; the name 72 
of God threaten; impenitent ſinners with it; Wo! 


and look upon them, as the-/vericſt fools; 3.09 
and.mad Men ja-the World; -——but know; 197 
that theſe will prove the worſt fools at laſt, 0'<u! 
yea. worſe by far,.. than David's/Fool;, Pſal 1'"Cls 
1.4.4. The food thath'-Jaid in.his, heart, there 
35.76, God : That, fool durſt. only whiſper 


Pride. 


it, ; 
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it, but ' theſe ſpeak it boldly and openly : 
Theſe declare their Sin as Sodom, and hide'ir 
not. To go about to confute theſe Sons of 
Belial, would: be a vain thing ; we have Mo- 
ſes and the Prophets, every Leat therein is 
{ufficienr, But theſe Sinners deride the Scrip- 
cries ; and fo tho” one ſhould ariſe from the 
Dead, and come from Hell with the Flames 
of that butning Lake about his Ears, and 
cell them the 'Torments. they endure 3 nei- 
ther would they belieye. ' Surely that ſuch 
a Generation not only of practical, but pro- 
fefled Atheiſts ſhould be found in a Land, 


 thar hath enjoyed ſo much Goſpel-light, is 


] 
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a lamentation, 'and ought to be for a lamen- 


: ration. I may fay as Feremah, 2.chap. 12.v. 
- Be aſtoniſhed,, O ye Heavens, at this, and be. 


ye horribly afraid, be ye very deſolate, ſaith 
the Lord. Methinks ic ſhould make our very 
Hearts to tremble, when we ſee {uch curſed 
Weeds ſpring up in ſuch” a Garden, that 
God hath taken ſuch pains Withal; he 1s 
more than blind that doth not ſee, and ſo 
lay, Stultorum plena fant omnia. Maſter 
Greenham feared rather Arhziſm, than Popery, 


would be Engliznd's Ruin. ' The Lord affect 


your Hearr, and mine wirh this Abamina- 
tion of the Day we live in, namely the ri- 
diculing, and deriding the power of God- 


F; Jineſs, tiling ic nothing but Farcy, or Faf#ion, 


9g Pride, or Singularity, 


IL 
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| 18. Another Sin the Youth of this Age, 
are much given. to, is Swearing, Curſing, : 


and taking the Holy and Reverend Name of 
Gad in vain. 
There are two Kinds of it, both 
which young people are prone to., 

x. Uling the Name of God unteyerently 
in common talk, art every turn to ſay {0 
Lord, O God, or, God blefs me, or, take me] 
this is taking God's Name in yain 3 and how 


many thoulands of little Children, as well as 


others, are guilty in this kind, almoſt: at 
every. Word, toſling. that, awful and holy. 
Name abcuc in their graceleſs mouths; which 
a, world ot Glorious. Angels and glorified 
Spirits are magnifying continually. | 


2. Horrid prodigious Oaths, not to bt 


named without abhorrency, Rom. 3. 13, 14 
yau read there that their Throat is an. opal 


Sepulchre, the poyſon of Aſps is under thei 
Lips; whoſe Mouth is full of Curſing and Bit. 


terneſs. And*certainly it ever the Youth d 
a.Kingdom, were in danger of that dread 
ful Curſe of the Almighty, flaming out fron 
rhe Mount Ebal of thoſe Scriptures; thi 
Swearing Youth of this Kingdom tis, Zech. j 
2,3,.4+ And he faid unto me, What ſeeft thou 


And I anſwered, T ſee a flying Roll, the Jeng) 
thereof is twenty Cubits, and the breadth theit” 
of two Cubits. Then ſaid he unto me, Thigi 
the Curſe that goeth forth over the whil 
Earth: for every one that ſweareth ſhall k 

a 


A: Sin for which the Land. 
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cut off according to it. I will bring it forth, 
faith the Lord of Hofis, and it ſhall enter into - 
the Hauſe of him that ſweareth falfly by my 
Name, and it ſhall remain in the middle of his 
Houſe, and it ſhall conſnme it, with the Tim- 
ber, and Stones thereof, Whence you may 
note, that ſo long as this Sin remains unre- 
pented of, this Curſe remains and abiderh 
on them, till ic bring utcer ruin upon chem 
and their whole Eſtate. Mal. 3. chap. 5. 
And T will come near to you in Judgment, avd 
I will be a ſwift Witneſs againſt the Swearer, 
ſaith the Lord of Hoſts. Exodus 29. 7. The 
Lord will not hold him guiltleſs, that taketh 
his Name in vain. Not guiltleſs (there is a 
Meiofis in thoſe words) that is, the Lotd 
will be ſeverely avenged on ſuch. O the 
fearful eſtate, of net a few, but multi- 
tudes, and Whole troops of Children, and 
young ones, in this Land, in this City,in our 


* Armics, in our Fleets, by reaſon of this Sint. 
 whocan number the Perfons, much leſs able 


are we conumber theOaths,the horrid Impre- 
cations they ule, that almoſt at every word 
call to God to Damn them, their Souls, their 
Blood» Wo to' us, the moral Heathen 
would be aſhamed of us: Is ic not cimeto la- 


ment, to ſee a young Generation run wich 


open Mouth upon Ruin, with their Mourh ſet 
acamſt Heaven in Biaſphemics, and ſuch pro- 
digious Vi ices as haſten their own Damnation, 


and threaten Erg/and's DeſtruRtion ; may not 
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we juſtly fear, that the bloody  Oaths of the 
Land 'of our Nativity, may turn it into an 
Aceldama, i. &. a Field of Blood, . In this Sin 
are wrapped borh Parents and Children, Ma- 
ſters and Servants, Officers and common 
Soldiers, Rich and Poor, and too frequent- 
ly Miniſters with the People,the Buyer,8 the 
Seller. Veriiy if the Lord, ; who threatncth 
to be a {wife Witneſs againſt the Swearer, 
ſhould now come among vs, with his deſerved, 


as well- as threatned Curic, what ſcudding * 


and cryiog to the Hills and Mountains to co- 
ver. us, . would there be ! 
with Bovghs is fit for loppingza Sinner loaded 
with Oaths,is fic to be hew?a down, & caſt in- 
to Hell Fire. A Chimney furr'd withSoor,will 
Oatchs,will at laſt, without Repentance, burn 
him with unquenchable Fire. O how little is 
this conſidered by our common Swearers ; 
Q young ones take heed of this Sin: : young 
Zoſeph when he was in a Swearing Court, he. 


learn'd to {wear the Court-Oath ; viz. by the 


Life of Pharaoh, that was bis Sin. But alas, 
111 our Ape it's .become faſhionable, and | a 
piece of Gentilty ro Swear by the Death, 
Wounds, Blood of Chriſt; : Petty Oaths df 
Maſs, Faith, - and Troth, which in former 
umes were moſt ſeverely condemned by the 
good old Pyritens: Now wo to us, We rul 
tothe higheſt form in the Devil's School, and 
commence Maſters of that Black Art of dam 


A Tree loaded. 


rake fire art laſt ; aSinna?, mouth ſurr'd with - 


me's, © 


prevent 1t nor. 
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me*s, and full-mourh'd Blaſphemies. Yea, 
and (the Lord be merciful co us) our little 
Children have learn'c ic as ſoon as they can 
ſpeak or waddle about Streets; the found 
whereof, hath often pierced my Heart, with 
my Ears: the good Lord of Heaven. and 
Earth baniſh it out of our I{land, or it will 
(I fear) fink us, We are encompaſſed about 
with wo Occans, ſaich one, an Ocean of 
Waters, and an Ocean of Mercies; And let 
me add a third, namely an Occan of Oaths, 
which 1t not reformed, wall bring a fourth, 


viz. an Ocean of Miſeries, Some fay 


Words are but Wind : it's true ; bur it is (uch 
a Wind as will blow a Soul to Hell, if Grace 

19. Another Sin that young people are 
notoriouſly given to, and guilty of, 1s Idle, 
and Sinful ſquandring away their. precious 
time; young People think that they have 
ſuch a profound, and full ſtock of time to 


; come, that they have enough - to ſpare and 
| ſpend profulely, and while away Cas the, 


Countrey Phrale 1s) at preſent; and there- 
fore they make little or nothing of laviſhing 
out Hours and Days You know perſons 
will ſpend prodigally ont of a full Parſe, 
who would be very ſparing, . if they knew 


. they had bur a little, or were like to come 
| to: Poverty, Thus Youth fooliſhly fancy 
| thar, becauſe ſome have lived to ſee and ful- 
fil 70, or &o Years, therefore they muſt 
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do {o too: and when they have been thus 
kind to themſelves, in making ſuch a com- 
putation of many Yeats to come ;_ then they E 
raurn Prodigals of their time, and caſt it a- of 
ways as athing of nought, and with it caſt 


away all care of their Souls, and loiter out 
DS ny ch 
their Morning-Scaſon, art that profuſe rate, |, 


as if they were never to be called to account H 
for that, or that God only deſign'd, and 


afſign'd the Eycning of their Life, that laſt, - 
and worſt part of time, ro be redeenvd, and 
carefully improved, for their better part thei: isx 


precious Souls. But how miſerably cheated (5: 
are young People herein, as appeareth by 
thoſe many awakening inſtances, of our fir 
Ford's coming to young Ones, in the Mot \j 
ning of their Life, a time, when they leaſt 0 Boc 
all looked for him, and then how have the |, 1 
cried qQut; O precious time! more worth op 

than a World, when it cometh to the la h_ 
Sand at the bottom of the Glaſs: O tha ,,,1 
what a metcy would they eſteem ir, if. Gal ;j,.., 
would truft chem once again with Time Simp 
Q young People, think of this che next yy, 
Temptation to Idlgneſs or carnal Eaſe a hp, 
Pleaſures that returneth, and frown upon it, ©0,.,, 
give itthe ſame entertainmenr,as you would z,,; 
a Thief that. comes. to kill, or rob you 3 gf ,,, 
member your Souls and Eternity are imbat' ;,,4 ;, 
qued in_your youthful Scaſons : and ſurely 11, 
che conſideration of the worth of yous Souls Epit 
and the aſtoniſhing nature. of Etcrnity, cal Adult 
4336 15.8.0 $rates 248 hatr4 & ar oo FX TY TY rietl! lf 
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rieth force enongh ro make the extravagant 
laviſhers of crime, to become the moſt thrifty 
Husbands of ic, as one of the moſt precious 
chings in the World. O young Man,thou haſt 
now a rich Price pur into thy hands; doſt 
thou want a Heart co improve it > Know 
chou, tnar ere Jong thow mayelt have a 
Heart, but no price of precious T ime in thine 
Hand. We arc fallen inte a looſe and licen- 
tious Age. 

20. Uncleannels is another Sin, that Youth 
1s prone to, this is the breach of the Seventh 
Commandment. In which Commandment 
there is a two fold Ulncleatneſs forbidden, 


_ firſt, mental, or the uncleanneſs of the 


Mind ; fecontP corporal, or that of che 
Body. Now Youth is commonly additted 
to both theſe, and to watch, and wair for 
opportunities to fulfil their impure Luſts ; 
hence in the 7th of the Prov. 6, 7, 8, 9. you 
read: At the Window of my Houſe, 1 looked 
through the Caſement, and behold among the 


' Simple Ones, I diſcerned among the Youths, a 


Foung Man void of underſlauding, paſſing by 
the way to her Houſe, and he went near her 
Corner, in the twilight in the Evening, and 
behold there met him a Woman with the attire 
of an Harbt, his Eye waited for the twilight, 
and in the twilight he was taken by her ; as you 


Ol may fee in the 23 verſe. Peter ſpeaketh 


a 


uw 2 Epift. 2 chap 4. verſ. of Eyes that are full of 
* wana 1?s true indeed, that this Sin hath 
jolt. e 
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the ſame common principle as other Sing, 
viz, a, corrupt Nature ; ,1it. s ſeated in. the 
Heart, there is che Fountain of it, 15 Matth, 
19. Out of the Heart”proceed evil Thoughts, 
Murthers, Adulteries, &c. But yet the Eyc 
isthe Heart's chic agent ro efpy out object, 
and to fiad out and terch in Fuel for thi 


Sin: And as the Heart {omerimes ſets the 


Eye'on wotk to prole, and range about fq 
a beautiful Bait ; ſo the Eye ſometimes mea 
ing with Objecs, {ers rhe Heart on wort, 


yea, all a fire, or 11 a flame. of adukerou. 


Luſtings: Youth 1s a hot Age, and exceed 
ingly propenſe to be carricd away, with thel 
laſcivious and filthy. Luſtiygs (as hor an 
fat Grounds are moſt ferti and aboundin 
with filthy Weeds) hence we find upd: 
Record, 15. Luke 13, 14. the Youvger Bro 
ther called the Prodigal Son, who ipent a 
upon Harlots, his vicious and corrupt A 
feions were reſtleſs, and raging, ill i 
had yielded his Members, - as Inftrument 
and Servants to this Sin of Uncleanneſs, 
the Apoſtle pnraſeth it in the 6.. Rom. 13.61. 
Not that I ſpeak this as if other Ages wet 
irec irom ſuch inordinate Luſts: for Natur 
Corruption is nor idle in any Age; but ofz 
Apgcs, Youth is moſt inceſſantly, ard. vl 
lently bent hereunto: S$o thar it is.101 
accounted a ſingular Mercy and: Grony 
a young Perion to paſs that ſeaſon of Life! 
chaſtly, asnot to contraft ſome {uch notal 
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blot to cleave to him (like a Leproſie,) as 
ſhall be matter of:-juſt ſhame, . and humilia- 
tion Before the Lerd, fo long as he liveth. 
Sure ] am the inccels Satan hath had in poy- 
ſoning the Youth of this City with this ſor- 
did and beaſily Sin deſerves ro be lamented 
(were-it potiible) with Tears. .ot. Blood : O 
how defirable a Mercy would it be it the 
Lord would pleaſe to touch the Hearts of 
thoſe who are fearfnlly guilty of this baſe Sin 
among us, and bring them to cry our with 
the Kecper, 13, Lev. 45. I am unclear, Tam 
unclean; and to make that Confeſtion as the 
Prophet dothin 1. Iſaiah 6. From the Sole of 
the Foot to the Head,nothing but putrifyingSores; 
and then to pſt} up that Petition of David's 
in 51. Pſalm 10; Create in me a Clean Heart, 
O God. And that of Peter's 1n the x 3. John 9. 
Waſh me, Lord, not my Feet only, but my 
Hands and Head, yea, my whole Body, and my 
wholz Soul alſo; as Paul prayed fur the Theſſa- 
{onians, 1 Chap. 5. 23. That God wonld lan- 
ctifie them wholly in Body, Soul and Spirit. 
2. The next and laſt Sin of Youth that 
I ſhall mertion is, A woful giddineſs of Spi- 
rit to 1maHbibe and receive any kind of looſe 
and wild Errors that are ſpread abroad. In- 
deeg the Ringleaders and Broachers of Error 
oftentimes are perſons'who have paſſed the 
flower of their Age: but uſually they thar 
run ajter.,them and axe proſelyred by them, 
they: arg. our, raw, and unexpericnced 
7k - Youth, 
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Youth, and more eſpecially ſuch of them as 
bave not been catcchiſed, nor by the care and 
endeavours of Parents and Maſters, been well 
grounded tm the Principles of Religion, for 
want of which they have catily been {edu- 
ced and led into Errours by ſuch as lie in 
wait to deeeive, And WO to us, arc we not 
wilcrably  over-run at this day with pernt 
cious Errours'? contending moſt unchriltian- 
Jy tor pur own Device, and Parties, crying 
out, Lo here is Chriff, and there is Chril, 
when more truly ir may ;be faid, Lo here i 
Satav, and there is Satan, transforming him- 
ſelf into an Angel of Lighr, and through 
kis ſubrulty corrupting the minds of many 
among -us from that ſimplieſty which 1s 11 
| Chrift. 2 Cor. 11. 3. Hence the Apoſtle wal 
fil2d wich a Godly jzalouſie and fear leſt the 
Corinthians ſhould be removed and carried 
away from Chriſt. The good Lord humblt 
- vs for our {wervings from the end of theCom 
mandment , which is Love out of a pur 


_ Heart and of a good"Canſcience, and Faith 


unfeigned, and for our turning aſide ſo much 
.£0 vain Janglings. Errour has got the & 


[ſcendant in the Cockloft of ſome mensBrains.. 


"and there it ſo incbriates and infatuftes them: 
_that (like the Gnoficks of old, who ugde 
"the prerence of New Light and Revelation! 
.fanſted themſelves admirably Holier rhatl 
"others, ſo) theſe conceit themſelves to bY 
. more Eyangelical and refined, becauſe mow! 
RE. : airy 
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airy and notional, and then they are ſtrong- 
ly inclined ro ſpend all their Zeal in a yio- 
lent obtruding their own ſtarving and ſleepy 
Opinions upon others, which indeed ſerve 
for no other end, but to devour all the Life 
and Subſtance ot Religion, as the lean Kine, 
in Pharaoh's dream, did eat up the Far. 
How audaciouſly have ſome by their looſe 
and lewd Pens, and Tongues, argued againſt 
the 'merit and Deity of the Son of God, de- 
rided the Spirit of Prayer, advanc'd Mora- 
lity, and the works of the Law in the room 
of Chriſt, boaſting of the ſufficiency of man's 
power to fave himſelf: and then on the 
other hand, how induftrious have ſome 
been to contrive a ſmooth and cafie way for 
corrupt Nature to come to Heaven, Without 
the toillome labour of ſubduing our 
Luſts, and Sinful AﬀeCGions; as if now un- 
der the Ggſpel the holy Law of God was no 
' Rule for us to walk by, but laid flat (like an 
old Hedge) that Sinners may at their plea- 
ture trample on ir, and walk over it: and 
that to. be {olicitous about SanQtification and 
 Jnherent Holineſs, is bur a legal buſineſs, and 

not influential to a Chriſtian's Peace, nor E- 


.' vidential of his Pardon ; but that now the 


. main deſign of the Goſpel at the firſt flight, 
is to mount Sinners ſo high as to poſleſs them 
with a gallant trinmphant Confidence, and 
ſtrong,gigancickPerſwaſton of the Everlaſting 


hy Necrees ot God, thar he hath Elected, and 


_ boyed 
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loved them, and thar- their Sins are pardon: 
ed, fo that they need not trouble themſelve 
about Repentance, and the Law of Got 
written or copied our on the Table of theit 
Hearts, and che Inhabitation of the Spirir «f 
Grace in their Souls, as a Principle of Spi. 
ritual Life. O how ſad a ſight 1s it to (et 
the Field of the Church thus over-run with 
Tares, and the Houſe of God filled with 
Smeke! 12s enovgh to fill us with fear tha 
the Fire of God's Judgment | is beginnin 
there. Now this being the fad genius of ou 
Times, there are none more apt to rake i! 
the infeftion, rhan Youth, upon the accoun 
of that levity and curiolity that uſually pol 
ſefleth that Age. Young people have ith 
ing Eats, and are very credulous, : being ra 
ther willing to take what they hear on truſt _ 
than to trouble themlcives and take pain © 
ro try what conformity ſuch and {uch Ne ., 
"tions have to the unerring Rule, the Scrip © 
rures. Unſtable Youth 1s given to change, Y, 
and like aReed is ſoon ſhaken,or like you ,.. 
and freſh Meat in hot weather, which 'Þ 
moſt, in danger of being Fly-blown. Antg ,. 
Saran he is rhat old Serpent that-is mol 
buſie ro blaſt and poyſon their hoepetih, ., 
Spring ; he is that myſtical Fox that 1s eveq ,, 
more endeaveuiing' to ſpoil our Vine d4q.. 
irs render Grapes, yea, when they beg, ; 
ro bud. Now when thele two meer, Jn. 
{cbri] Devil, and a ſimple Youth, what 
| = davgd 
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danger is there, - of an. impure copulation, 
between the young mans Mind and Errour, 
God eſpecially when in the one there 1s a pleaſing 
Vagrancy and Vanity, like Dinah gadding 
abroad;and in. the other a poyloning Energy. 
And alas how is this abundantly verified by 
wotul expcrience at this day ; ſhoals have 
been perverced, inſormuch , rhat our Land 
is like a Lazar-Houſe or Hoſpital the Plague 
1; begurr among. O that there were ſome 

. Aaron among us, to take a Cenler and put 
FIT. on Incenie, and go in quickly, and :make 
we an atonement; to allude ro that 16 Numbeg0. 
© And thus I have finiſhed the ſecond Query 
"oo. Propoſed, viz. Whar thoſe Sins are, that 
an Youth is here a&moniſhed to flee. 
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g , 3d. Qu. Why is it a Duty of, ſuch ſpecial 
Kin *COUNCENMMONT for Youth to flee theſe Sins? : 
No 4. In the reſolution of, this I ſhall give 
6  yGu theſe two Reaſons. out 
I, It is a euty of ſpecial concernment for 
af Youth to flcc theſe Sins; 1f. Becaule of the 
Ou? propriety. of their Inherence., And + 
ich f 2d. Becauſe of rhe maliguity of their In- 
& , "| © OR | poets 
wy I. Becanſe of the Propricty of their: In-. 
PPE; crence. The rcots of all theſe Youthful 
$ I roo are dceply fixed in thy corrupt Nature. 
ne Hence rney are here ſtiled Youthful Luſts, 


beglhndeed Oripina; Luſt-is one and the ſame 
ect, Ipccifically in all ming yer cycty Age hath 
wha Its 
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irs particular, proper Luſts : this appropri. 
ation curs off young ones from all vain Ex: 
cules that ordinarily are made when they 
fin : O ſuch a one provoked me, or Satan 
rempred me : Alas theſe Luſts are from thy 
ſelf, rhey are inherent in thee; if it been. 
quired, Whenge are all theſe heaps of filthy. 
Luſts in young ones ? the Anſwer is caſic: 
Ont of the Heart proceed evil Thoughy,, * 
Murders, Adulteries, PFornication , Thefi 
Falſe Witneſs, Blaſphemies, 15. Maith. 1g. . 
This is that Dunghil 1n which the whot 
Serpentine blood of all aCtual Sins 1is* con 
ceived, and brought forth : here is that ho ' 
Etna which is within you (young ons 
that never ccaſeth ſrom ſending forth con 

tinual ſteams and fumes of vile Luſts. Ic! , 


rae, the Devil, and che World, are'gre: V 
enticers to Stn, bur not like your inherer S 
c 


Luſts. 1 James 14. 15, But every mat | 
tempted, when he is drawn away of his on » 
Luft, and enticed. That when Luft hath cn 
ceived, it bringeth forth Sin; and Sin wheul } 
is finiſhed, brings forth Death. Satan and th C 
World can onlv tempt and entice you Oh 
j:&ively, and Externally ; but your youtt F< 
fal Laſt rempts internally, and therefor Wu 
more dangerous. Now fee the firengih « F 
this 1 Reaſon, viz. that that gives me md ** 
danger, rac muſt por me on more labov © 
and diligence to ſhun and eſcape. Belidg - 
whatever any of our ſpiritual Enemics ſhout Te 
£trem! 


F 
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pri. attempt to draw you to Sin, it would be 
Ey. altogether incfteual, were ir not for theſe 
hey Euſts within - Thele moſt endanger the 
tan Soul, and according to your mortifying and 
chy fleeing theſe, you may eltimate the true eſtate 
\ en. Of your Soul,to be a {tare of Grace 18. Pſalne 
Ichy. 23- T was alſo upright before him, and have 
lie: kept my ſelf from mine Iniquity. Alas young 
ghrt,, 22ES, the propriety and inherence of your 
hf, Luſts is {uch as neccfſitares your continual 
. 19. Warchings, Strivings ta Prayer at the 
hot Throne of Grace; 1t a man had: a Thief it 
con bis Houſe, a Fire in his Chamber, he had: 
© ho Need to beſtir himſelf, or he will be rob'd' 
206 and burn'd, Young man, thou carrieſt 
can Gunpowder abour thy very Nature: O 
{;; bad thou not need to flee them, or that 
oret which carries Fire. It's dangerous yielding 
Jeren ©0 thy youthful Juſt, I's like putring Fire 
to the Powder. It was the ſaying of a German 
Divine, when his Friends were commending 
} cx bm, recounting his ulefulneſs and ſervice- 
hed ablenels, Auferte. ignem, adhuc enim paleas 
od habeo, Take away the Fire, for there is yer 
1 Op baff in me, O what Guards do you 
yout young ones need, to keep you from being 
ruin'd by ſo near domeſtick an Enemy. 
_ What ſharp Winters of Froſt aud Snow, 3. e. 
© a Faſting, Weeping or Suffering, doſt thou 
1+boy. 2EEd to kill theſe rank Weeds, 3. e. thy 
fin youthful Luſts, in the Garden of thy Soul - 
"out the conſideration of this Inherency of thy 


Luſt, 
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Luſt, (young man) calls: for both ifiward 
and outward Exerciſes ; Athſtance internal; 
as Checks _ ot Conſcience , (olicitouſnels of 
Thoughts, carneltnels of Deſires, aCtings of |, 
Faich in Chriſt, the ſtrivings, teachings, | 
lixengthenings, quicknings of the bleſſed ; 
Spirit z External, as denying ' your: Senſe | 
that dangerous. {tho exireamly delightful | 
Fleſh and Blood) libercy ot a guardlely, ; 
Careleſs, and: needleſs converſe with the 
world's Trinity, Honours, Plealures, Profits, 
and allowing your lirfal. and needy Soul {< 
a:.duc proportion of time in conſtant atten. y 
dance upon. God in all outward Ordinances 

both publick' and private, :which he hath n 
ahpotnred .abd inftictuced for thy heip and xj 
athftance ro mortifie and abandon thy youth b 
ful luſts.. I's ypon this account and conlide ir 
rajion..(hamely: chat propriety of Sins inhe 9 
rence in thee): char renders this dury of flec#ſe 
10g thy youthful Sins fo very. difficult, hen fo 
irs called 16. Matth.g a citing oft a' right of 
Hand, a'piucking our a+ right Eye; hene w 
it-1$ that the Ghic of entrance into Lite, 1 ey 
by, our bleſſed: Saviour:called a ftrair Gate; Er 
heace ic is thar. if there were no Devil it if 
the-world to tempr you, or wicked Inſtrs wi 
ments to entice you, yer would you be carrie Ly 
out to commit ail Evil with greedineſs, Ito 
you cloſe not With the Counlcl here give cor 
you. Were it not for this propriety of youl wa 


| Luſts 'inherence, you might no more "x c 
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that roaring Lyon, that goeth about ſeck- 
ing whom he may devour ; than the Lyon 
of the Tribe of Judah, who ſaid, The Prince 
of this World cometh urito me, and finds no- 
thing in me, 14. John 30. Bur alas, your 
Lults are within youzas the Caxaanite in the 
Land of I/rael, and they eaſily beſer you ; 
there is a naturality of Sin now ſince the Fall, 
as blackneſs ro the Athiopian, and like a 
fretting Leproſie adheres to our Natures with 
ſo much pertinacy, that even after conver- 
ſion Sin remafns while on this fide the Graver 
which truth is verified by the ſad experience 
of all believers in the worid, that ſo they 
may never put off their Chriſtian Armour 
till chey pur off this carthly Tabernacle, bur 
be continually kept watching, fighting, run- 

wreſtling, praying, &c- afcer millions 


ing 
of Tears and Prayers ſtill they are fain to 


Kh 


ſend up their Cries and Groans to Heaven 
for the abating, and deſtroying the remains 
of Pride, Atheiſm, Unbelief, &c. And 


hend what hope can be left (O young ones) that 
fe, | ever you Will obtain a Victory, when your 
Gate; Enemy is ſo near you, nay, dwells in you, 
vil 0 1t vou lie idle? nay, how ſure is it that you 
afir+ will be carried a miſerable Captive by your 
arrie Luſts co Hel}, if you take nor this Advice, 
eſs, Ito flec your yourhful Luſts, eſpecially if you 
giva.conflider how the Deyil night and day is 
f youl watching to ſer Fire to thy Luſts > thou haſt 
+ x combuſtible Nature and Conſtitution, and 

[ d 
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he is cunning and filled wirh Malice, and 
with all forts of Wiles , Depths, Baits, 
Soarcs for all tempers, and above al}, he de 
fires to have young anesz {o that to be {e- 
cure and indifferent here, is in a ſenſe equi- 
valent to yield your Souls to Sin and Satan : 


which brings me to the ſecond Reaſon df 
this DcQrine. | 


Second Reaſon. "That therefore it 15.4 duty 
of {pccial concetnment ro Youh, to fix 
youthful Luſts, bcgauſe of the malignity 
their influence : ; lis I ſhall evidence to yau 
more generally, and then more particalarly. 
(1.) More generally. . Your yourhſul Luk 
ſo far as they prevail, they deſtroy you 
Souls." 8. Rom. 13. If you tive after.the Flt 
you fhall aye, ( Mark itI pray) upon what un 
alterable rerms it runs, - O the malignity d 
theſe Laſts, 7. Row.21: and the 23. Wha 
Fruit had you then in thoſe things whereof yu 
are now aſhamed, for the end of thoſe thing 
is Death, v.23. The wages of Sin. is Deati 
Pur to be more particular, there is a thret 
fold evil influence theſe youthful Luſts (if no 
abandons) will certainly have upon you. + , 

1. They will hinder your Converſion, d |, 

render it excceding difficult. F 

2. They will hurry you into moſt grit p 
you Temptations and Perplexi ies. 'y 

2. They will haſicn your utter Ruin asf 4 
PdiuQion. # 0 
1. Tis. 
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1. They will' hinder' your Converſion, 
or render it exceeding difficulr, and this chey 
will do'thele rwo ways. | | 
1. As they wofully indiſpofſe the Soul to 
It. | 
2, As they dirctly oppoſe the macans of 
It. 
1. As they wofully indiſpofe the Soul t6 
ic, this' will appear, beyond rhe leaſt doubr, if 
you {crioufly conſider what a polluting a 
pernicious influence youthtul Luſts have up- 
on all the faculties of che Soul, Theſe Luſts 
they ditfule a blindneſs upon rhe Mind, they 
benum the Confcience, increaſe the natural 
rebellion of the Will, exceedingly harden 
the Heart, and miſerably enthral and de- 
prave the AﬀeCtions; and fo they wofully 
indiſpofe rhe Sout ro converſion. _ | 
If. They diffuſe a blindneſs on the Mind, 
thac noble faculty, the thinking, diſcern- 
ing, and” reaſoning Power ef the Sonl, 


which ſome call 73 5pornds, the leading 


and dire&ing Faculcy, which is to the Soul 
what"Eyes are ro the Body, therefore call- 
ed 1. Epheſ.18. theEyes of the Underſtanding ; 


' thele Eyes youthful Lufts blind, fo chat 


thev cannot ſee afar off ro the end of a fin- 
fol Life, how bitter and evil a thing Sin will 


prove at laſt, when God will bring the 


; young man to Judgment. for zll his youth- 


tul Luſts; heace'rhey fearleſly choſe a courſe 
of Vanity, and*Stnſuality, in' ſerving di- 
| E 3 vers 


$2 A Directozw £02 Youth. 


vers Luſts, and Pleaſures : Being blinded 
through cheir Luſts, they difcern not the 
abſoluce neceflity of a Saviour, they ſee no 
beauty in him that he ſhould be deſired ; 
and what more cffeftual bar can there br 
to their Converſion 2 Als, while the mind - 
is blinded, tho* a poor Sinner hangs ova © 
Heil, every moment, under a juſt {cnreng \ 
of Condemoarion, at the very door of Etet 4 
nity, yet all's at peace, the Soul lieth in; 2 
deep, and deadly Sleep : though a Miniſtt V 
come, and weep over him, uſe the mol t| 
rouzing Arguments with him, alPs one, na 5 
a whic moved or ſtirred, though you. ſpeal tf 
never ſo. much Reaſon, or Scripture. ( 
Soul, thou haſt an. unhcly Nature to be r 
newed, an offended God to be reconc'1:d to Dl 
thou haſt innumerable Sins, and not one « 
them pardoned - thou haſt Death and Judz lic 
ment to make ready tur, thou haſt but a k1Ov 
more days. on Earth, yet while the mindiJu 
Linded they make lighr of all ; a merry raja": 
will more _affet them, Romances, Playa 
and Comedies, ſuch Bubbles, and empifEt 
Vanity are much more pleaſing, than tÞ9 
moſt powerful Heavenly Sermon. Now-if 
whence is this? buc from- the blindneſs BEV 
young .mens Minds and whence is tif | 
lindnel(s, but from their youthful Lutt ? 9m 
You. may read in that appoſite Scripruitf!Es 
Ezek. 14. and 5. They are all efranged fra' lea 


me ebrough, their Luſis, Luſt in David plat 1 
; rc 
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ded ted out the impreſſion, and remembrance 
the of the Evil, and danger of finning againſt 
- no God:hence when he was recovered by effeu- 
;cd; al Grace, ſee how he rates himſelf in Pſal. 73. 
e by 22. So fooliſh ard ignorant was 1, even as a 
nind Beaſt before thee. Luſt in;t5xicates the Mind, 
ova and then like a Drunkard, that chiough the 
renc Vapours that fume up into his Head, ſleepeth, 
Ecet and forgetreth all his dangers, his dets. So 
in; it is here, and O how impoſlible is thy Con- 
aiſtt verſion, while thy Mind is thus darkened, 
mol the Mind, that 1s the Watch-man of thy 
, no Soul, to keep off Sin, and dangzr; and if 
ſpeal the watch-man be blind, how ſmall hope of 
. ( Converſion 2 By this you ſee how youthful 
be rt: Luſts indiſpoſe the Soul tro Converſion;as they 
2q [0: blind the mind. | 
ne « _ 241, They indiſpole the Soul for conver-' 
Judg110n as they ſtupifie Conſcience, chat Spy in 
2 {Our Boſom, that Vice-gerent of the ſupream - 
aindiJudge, whoſe office is various (1.) -to record 
ry end regiſter all we do, (2.) To bear witneſs, 
Play2nd give in evidence. (3.) Asa Judge to pals 
empſcarence, Conſcience fits on the Throne as 
an teod's Depaty in the Soul, to award our 
NoÞ-ife OT Death. (4) To be a Tormentor, a 
neſs (ever-dying Worm, ir is to the damned-- 
ic t2 Hell, and an inſuppertable burden to- 
att 2 me on Earth, crcating ſuch internal Anxi- 
ripurf1cs, and Tortures, that all the Arts, Wits, 
-d frſlcalure, and Diverſions in the world can- 
vid y1gV root out; as in Be/hazzar, Cain, Fuda 
rel E 3 Tiberius, 
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Tiberius, Nero, Caligula, &c. of theſe diver 
offices and; as of Conſcience, you read in 
Rom. 2. 15-' 4 Fohn 3. 20, 21. Prov. 18. 14, 
And that in oxder .to Converſion, it is necet: 
ary, chat this -buſie Faculty in- man be awa 
kened, will appear. it you conſider that 8 
of Fer. 6. God hearkened and heard, and n 
man reperted him, ſaying, What have I done; 
but every one turned to his courſe, as the Hor 
ruſheth , into the Battel, There you han 
God's inquiſtion, and fearch, ro find ou 
whether that People rcpented or no, | 
hearkened and heard. ((aith God.) Then yo 
have Gog*s evidence brought in, 70 ma, 
regented.,- ox. converted ; and then you hay 
the Cauſe laid down of their not repenting 
No man ſaid, What have T done? q.d. Hi , 
Conlcience been awakened ro have don | 
its office, ;to have div'd into all their Vill ( 
nies z. had that domeſtick Spie in the Boſon ;; 
brought in a true account, concerning wh 
they had done, they would certainly hat. , 
repented Cer this. Alas, the ſubtile Hea. ;, 
{ a Sinner, will endure, and bear allth , 
hiſtorical potions of che evil of Sin, of t 
raribleneſs of Hell (asone'in Health can be 
the names and notions .of Plague, Stont 4 
Colick, and the motit :rormenring diſcalt x, 
 andalbbutas Powder ſhor, and fcarc-Crow: ;o 
 untill-Copſcience, like Peter; 2. 45.36, Þ ci, 
cloleth particularly with. Sinners thns, . Ted yy} 
they that mith wicked . Hands: —_ thi 
hy Mo #3. Fees 4 I get EL, ' i 
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Lord of Gloryz and then they were pricked 
to the Heart : and as Nathan cloſed with 
David, 2. Sam. 12.7. Hedraws his Parable 
out of the Clouds, and enters him with this 
arreſt, Thou art the man; then he preſently cries 
out, 1 have fnined. O believe it, Sirs, 
when once Conſcience meets with a delſpe- 
rate Sinner, that hath been ruffling ic, in all 
manner of Riot for a time, drenching him- 
ſelf in ſenſual pleaſures, and Conſcience in 
the name of the great God arreſts him, with 
an, O wretch ! what haſt thou done ? thus, 
and thus to provoke the Great, the Holy, 
the Righteous, ſtn-revenging God ; I haye 
been privy to all thy ſecret, as well as open 
Wickedaeſs, and I have fad News to tell 
thee, that the Wrath of ,God- is reyealed 
from Heaven againſt thee, &c. Thus when 


* Conlcience finds out. a Sinner, and ſpits as 


it were Hell-Fire in his Face, believe me, ic 
will efcfoon put the Soul upon the. Rack, 


and caule it co break forch with an, O Wo 
. isme! the Sins which | now ſee, are bitter 


as Death ; the Wrath that 1 begin to feel ar 
preſent, and: that to come that I fear, makes 
a kind: of Tophet within me.  O it I ſhould 
dye in this caſe, what would'/become of me; 


Jiſcal Lord! is there no mercy ? What ſhall-l do 
Croli to be ſayed >» Thus Conſcience ir its .effica- 
J6, J cious working, is neceſſary to Humiliation, 
184 which is one-great part of Converſion; ant 


ed then for hope of mercy, 
Ln _ a ; E 


and pardon, and a 
4 fixed 
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fixed reſolntion to foriake all known Sin, 
and teturnaing home to God, which maks 
up, and compleats a Sinners ' converſion, 
you may eaſily diſcern, from what I hay 
ſaid, as to the firſt part of Converſion, the 
necetlity of a waking, working Conſcience 
in order ro Converfion - for it 1s the pro 
perty cf Conſcience to turn in upon th 
Soul, and debate matters diſcurfively, in; 
kind of filentreaſoning with the Soul : it hat 


both a direfive, and reflexive power 3 1' 


rakes that light that lay cold and uſel 
before in the mind, and brings it down ini 
way of home application to the Soul, 3. Lar 
49. 119. P/at. 59. And now I come i 
make good what 1s propoſed, namely. Th 
Youthful Luſts ftupehe, and beau 
this faculty of Conſcience, and. fo indiſpd 
the Soul to Converſion, (Look you, Sir 
although it is not in the power of young « 
old Sinners to raſe out, and expunge this |; 
culty out' of their Breaſts ; for it is ſo eſſe 
tial to the Soul, as that rhe Soul can't be 
Soul wirhout it : nothing can be more 
ſeparable than this boſom Judge, which ot 
callerh ſenſus, & prejudicium judicij divit 
Yet (though I {ay they can't get rid on 
they may, and often do by a love and lite! 
fin gag ic, muzle and ſtifle it for the preſent 
they caſtConſcience into a'deep ſleep by yiel 
ing to their Luſts. One calleth the Loyel 
Sin rhe Devi”'s Opinm, whereby he 4 
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Conſcience aſleep. Hence it is that you read 
of its being paſt feeling, and ſeared as with an 
hot Iron Epheſ. 4. 19. and 1 Tim 4.2. defs- 
led, polluted, 1. 7:t. 15. not pcrforming their 
offices, being deaf ro every holy ſuggeſtion 
of God's Spiric. O young people , your 
juſts ſerved, and obeyed, will make your 
Conſciences to be like Lot, when he was 
made drunk by his Daughters, of whom it's 
ſaid, That in the Morning, he knew nothing 


what he had done, inGen 19. Thy Luſts will 


breed {uch ſottiſhneſs, and ſtupidity in thy 
Conſcience, as Will moſt certainly hinder 

thy Converſion. Conſcience is a Witneſs, 
but if that witneſs be dumb, who ſhall cell 
thee ot thy Sin, and danger> Conſcience 
is a Schoolmaſter, to direft, and corre ; 
but if that Schoolmaſter be blind, or craz'd, 
or lie like one ſtark mad, or dead, who (l 
pray) ſhall admoniſh you, and adminiſter 
reproof to you > alas, we ſpeak without you, 
it's Conſcience that is as a thouſand Wirneſles 
within you; and if that be like an Idol, 
what hope of Converſion ? Conſcience is 
the Candle of the Lord within thee, and if 
this be put under a Bufhel, how caſily may 
the Devil hurry thee blind-fold ro Hell and 
Damnation. Conſcience is appointed of 
God to be that to the Soul,asthe Pilot is rorh« 


; Ship amidſt Rocks, Sands ; ſuppoſe now that 
{ the Pilot have eicher loſt his Compaſs ro 
| ſteer by, or has no ſupernal Fght co make 


al 
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an Obſervation by, how improbable is i; 
that the Ship ſhould ever come ſafe to Hat 
bour! So it Conſcicnce be f{iupificd, hoy 


converted. It hath been, and ſtill is ro me, 
juſt ground of wonder, and aftoniſhmen, 
that when a Miniſter comes in the Name 
and by the Authoricy of the Great Fehovah 
Maker of Heaven and Earth, to a Cong 
gation of finful Worms, and there preach 
and prove to them, out of the infallib 
Scripcnres, that they are born in Sin, an 
'thar1in their narural conditions, they are bu 
a few {teps off Ecernal Damnation : and tha 
' there is a bleſſed Jeius come to (eek and far 
what 1s loſt, and char he 1s able, and willin 
to fave to tne virermoſt all that come t« 
him : and yer aſter a Miniſter hath done al 
thi, not one (probably) of many Scote 
in the Auditory that brings the Doctrin 
preached, home to his own Sou!,/aying, Thi 
1s my Conditiov, my Souls portion, [ ar 
by Nature a Cnild of wrath, God's Lay 
hath found me our, and convinced mie 
fv, that there are none more guilty than], 
"and more Worthy of Hell: I am 


a5 it ny Name was mentioned ; but the g 
neraliry detain the Truth in Unrighteoul 
nels, they go away, and live as wickedly a 
before, New (che Lerd be merciful to us 
how could eyer Duſt and Afaes be ehus us 

T 7 concerned 


unlikely is it, that eyer that Soul ſhould be 


"Mar, the Woman, whom it curſerh, as ſur 
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. (3.) Intention : (4) EleQion : 
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concerned, did but Conicience roundly, and 
{oundly do its work, (viz.) to bear witnels, 
co pals ſentence, &c. But hee is the bane of 
all, and thetrue Cauſe of mens Impenitency 
and UL:converiion, they hearken and yield 
ro their laſts, and thereby Conſcience 1s Jaid 
alleep. O young people, ſee the malignity 
ot Sin's influence, and ſay, Away ye curled 
Luſts, ifs high ume, O my Soul, to flee 
thele. Awake, Conicience, awake, it's high 
time tO regard thy meſſage. 
3dly. Theſe youthtul Luſts, they increaſe 
thar natural rebellion that is in the Will-a- 
galnſt turning to God; and fo they indilpolc 
the Soul to Converſion : the Will is an ex- 
cellent part, or power of the reaſonable 
Soul : it is compar'd, by ſome, to the Primum 
Mobile 1n the Heavens, that carricth all the 
inferiour Orbs away in its own mation; or 
like a Queen ficting upon its Throne; ex- 
erciiing its dominion over the other parts of 
the Soul : And as Conſcience hath ſeveral 
offices, and aCts, ſo hath the Will. The 
Schoolmen marſhall up ſeveral ;as. Volition, 
and that eicher abſoluce, and efficacious, or 
more languid, and imperfect : (2.) Fruitton : 
(5.) Relolu- 
tion and Conſent, &c, but ] ſhall only ſhew 
you how impoſſible a tfaving and found 
Converſion of- the Soul can ever be, except 
the Will, rhis ſuperiour faculty in the Soul, 
be þrought into ſubjection and obedi- / 
| ence 
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ence to Chriſt: and then ſhew you how 
youthful Lufts not only hinder that ſubjedi. 
on of the Will co Chriſt, bur ſtrengthen its 
reſiſtance and rebeliion againſt it. | 
(1 ) How impoſſhble a thing Converſjon i; 
without the Will be brought into obedience 
ro Chriſt, When God firſt created Man upon 
Earth,chis noble parc of the Soul,the Will, was 
in a moſt perfe& and holy conformity to the 
Will of God ; bur ſince Sin cntred,the Will 
is ſo far fallen from irs primitive honovr, 
that Bernard ſaith, voluntas tus infernus ef 
tuns, that mans Will now is his Hell ; of a 
Virgin, ſhe is now become like a polluted 
Whore 3 So that naturally we will not come 
to Chriſt, John 5. 49. We will not be niade 


clean, Fer. 13, 29. We will walk after our} 


own Devices, Fer. 18. 12. Now how im- 
poſſible a-thing 1s ir, that there ſhould be a 
through Converſion , till this natural Re- 


bellion of the Will is ſain, and removed; 


for the Will is the man, and it's everlaſting- 
ly true, and will be found ſo, That his you 
are whom you willingly obey, whether it be of 
Sin unto Death, or Obedience unto Righteou/:- 
neſs, Rom. 6. 16. 


(2.) Youthful Luſts yielded unto, ſtrength- 


e1 thac natural averſenels@and obftinacy that 
is 11 our Will, and fo 1t maiſpoſech rhe Sovl 
t) C:3nverſfton. We read that Whoredom and 


Wine take awiy the Heart, 1n Hoſea 4. 11: 


ma! 


Why, may fome ſay, was che Heart ſer = & NV; 
"" 
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y God before2 No not at all, but by it is 
» meant that tnole Luſts do exceedingly aug- 
$ ment chat cfirangedneſs to, and diſtance 

from God. So here there is a natural re- 
s bcllion in the Will againſt God : but theſe 
* youthful Luſts when fulfilled, do much 
n more add to that reſiſtance and oppoſtion, 
x and further that wretched aud vile ayer= 
x fion in the Will ro God. And they will 
Il introduce {uch a vile ſetled habitual enmity 
r, in the Will co the blefled God, as that you 
f will wiſh there were no God, with David's 
2 Fool in the 14. P/al. 1. For you cannot bur 
xd know that your Luſts are dereftable to the 
ne holy and pute Nature of God, who is of pu- 
le rer Eyes than to behold Iniquity, as the Pro- 
ur pher ſpeaks in the 1. Hab. 13. You have 
a-. Items of this in your own Breaſts, . you.can- 
2; not plead ignorance herein, that when: you 
e- obey your Luſts, ycu dp that abominable 
|, thing which his Soul hateth and abhorreth ; 
g- Which (being done) moſt certainly . influ- 
0 encerh the Will ro a diſlike of, and regret 
of ar the holy Nature of God, that you- like 
;/. nor to retain him in; your thoughts, but 

will account thine own impure Juſts morc 
þ. | defirable, and better. chan God : and. if fo, 
Jat. you may eaſily make an eftima:e how theſe 
vl. youthful luſts indiſpeſe the. Soul tro Conver- 
2d fion : it may as well and with the lite of a 
3. Man to be caſt into the depth of the Sea with 
on } 3 Milſtane, about his ncck, as it can ſtand 
Wt with 


— 
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with thy Converſion whilſt thou yieldef {2 
obedience to thy youthtul Luſts; for hel fu 
more and ' more alienate thy W1ll fronr God tl 
_ and Chriſt, and ſwell thee with pride and *£ 
enmity againſt the holy Will and Word « 
God, rhat ir will become a pleaſing thing 50 
to thee to ſhove God our of thy thoughts; 
I9-P/a). 4. and to lay to the Almighty, De: } 
part from me, 1 defire not the knowledge of th Ty 
ways - And can this ſtand with Convertion! Fe 
'O lee the malignicy of the inflaence that thy ** 
youthful Luſts have upon thy Will, co his 
der thy Converſion: with whar aftoniſh 
m2nt ſhould you bethink your ſelves, and Fs 
ſay;” What a wretch am I to yield to ny {8 
youthful luſts, which ſet my Will againl 
. my: bountiful and blefled Maker, the Au þ 
thor'of my Lite and Being. O the com of 
pleat'and comprehenſive Wickednels < ©* 
this, enough ro make me trembie ; whit | 
to hate God, and love my tuits that wil fl 
damn me! O hbtrid remper,. how canl np: 
thou' hold up thy ' Head betore him whok Ta 
Eycy are asa Flame of Fire, if there be found, 
j5n'thee/an obſtinate downright averſation i! Foy 
thy Will! ſurely, O' my Sou], if thou wet © -.. 
to live here a thouland ycars, and hadſt no K 4 
other 'buſlineſs than to: bewail this, it woub 
nor be ſufficient: O young ones think 0 Zn 
this. - O that God would fer it home up# 1 
your Hearts; merhinks it ſhould" caſt 'y8 ,, | 
dawn with amazement, and compel you 7 
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ſay, when tempted to yield to your youth- 
ful Luſts, with chat excellent young man wn 
" che 39, Gen. 1. How can 1 do ſo great Wicked- 
4 eſs and fin againſt God. $f 
4thly. I hele yourhful Iuſts indiſpoſe the 
Soul to Converſion, as they exceedingly bar- 
den. the heatt - hence have vou that admo- 
»,. Nition in the 3. Heb. 13. Take heed left you 
be hardened thrcagh the deceitfulneſs of Sim. 
'- There is a threefold bardnels incident to the 
' heartof man: (1.) Natural: (2.) Habiual 
or contraftz:d: ( 3.) Judicial or penal. 
-q, (1-) the Natural is found in all men, as 
they come into the..-world in their ſeveral 
Ages and Generations; it 1s derived to us 
trom. Adam, and it's part of that wretched 
corrupt nature that we receive from him 
. by our inamediate Parents. © (2,) the Con- 
'*; trafted or acquired hardneſs is that which 
hy VE bring upon our hearts by a courſe of Sin: 
wi. WE read of it in Prov. 29.1. Ezek. 3.7. and 
nl Rom. 20. 5, 6. (3:) the, Judicial hardnels is 
not tradition, or being given up to our own 
Ju hearts Juſts, by a juſtly provoked God, Not | 
Ky that, God infuſcth any evil diſpoſition into 
wen, 12e. hieart, but wichdraweth his gracious 
+l Spirit, Dext. 29,.9. and moreover he leaves 
ole ſtubborn Sinner ro his own natural and 
{ 4 contracted hardneſs, whereby he- becomerh- 
more blind, dead, refraQory, and cbſlinate 
tthan,cver : of this we read in the 9g. of Exe- 
Ny, 4445 and the 12, in the inflance of the Lord's: 
is hardening 
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hardening Pharaoh's Heart, T/a. 6G. 9, 10, 
Go and tell this People, hear you indeed, but 
under/itand not ; and ſee you indeed, but perceive 
not ; make the Heart of this People fat, ef 
they be converted. It is a tremendous Tex, * 
and 1s quoted fix times in the New Teſts 
ment, Math. 13. 14. Mark 4. 12. Luk. 8. 10, 
Zohn 12. 40. Atts 28. 26. Rom.11. 8 Now 
It 1s principally the fecond and third (viz) 
Contracted and Judicial hardneſs that youth: 
ful luſts yielded ro, do miſerably bring 
upon the Heart: Theſe make the Hearrt like 
the Leviathan's ſcales, . as Fob ſpeaks : thele 
do as jt were bury their Heart im rhe Grave, 
and roll a great Stone overit; and foihy 4 
1ndifpole the Sul ro Converfion: for wha n 
trait can ever be cxpefted from a Rock; af g, 
a Stone : ler the Rain come down from Her} w/ 
ven upon tr, let the Sun ſhine with its Beam be 
upon it ; ler- the Seed*s-man caſt his Seeds or thy 
ir,yer the Rock is a Rock {till - So it is withi the 
ſtony rocky Hearrt, let there.be line upon ling, Sjn 
and precept upon precept, alas there is no tt yie 
preſhan made, neither can there be, unti he 
there be a removal of its hardneſs ; and tha [ yj 
can never be till the cauſe of that hardne wi] 
be removed, Which is a going on In tl exp 
praQtice of theſe vile Luſts. Othz maligniffult 
of their influence, they ſtop the Ears thigg 
che Beart becomes like the deaf Adder, thegh+ 
ſhut the Fyes, they fold up the Arms, ththnaz 


make the Heart like an Adamant, regardltfelle 
| un 
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19, under threatnings, and all other adminiſtra- 
but. tions uſed by God tro awaken, convince, 
mw and convert Sinners; ler one Miniſter come 
le after another and cry aloud, lift up their 
x, Voices like Trumpets in © the fhrilleſt 
ſta manner as Boanerges ; yet as Zephaniah tell- 
10. etch us in 3. Chap. 5- They know no ſhame : let 
low God ſpeak to them in their Proſperity, 
12) they will not hearken, 22, Fer. 21. let him 
uth- multiply upon chem the Fruits and Expreſſions 
my of his Goodneſs, in daily - Preſervations, 
Itke Deliverances, &c. yet they deſpiſe the Riches 
hele of his Goodneſs, 2. Rom. 4- and 32. Dent. 15. 
ave, But ſelurun waxed fat, and kicked : then he 
the forſook God which made him. O the malig- 
yh; nity of Siu's influence: Solomon ſaith in 

;; of 9. Eccleſ. J. It fills the Heart with madneſs 

Her) while they live. O young man, thou” arc 

cam} beſides thy ſelf, bereaved of the right uſe of 
s 0 thy Reaſon, by following of thy luſts : had(t 

thi thou ever any fear,or tenderneſs, any ſenſe of 
Jing Sin, any compunCtion of Heart. O if thou 

> 1 yieldelt ro thy Luſts, how quickly will all 

untl be extinguiſhed ; and not only ſo, but thoſe 

| thi Luſts will bring thee to ſuch obduration as 

dn will lay thee naked and open ro the un- 

n texpreſſible Miſery of having that Scripture 
Ighiffulfilled upon chee, 6. T/azah, and theg. and 
s thipg. Chap. 19. .The Lord hath poured upon you 
, tithe Spirit of 4 deep fleep. We may ſtand a- 
, tinazed to ſee how Perſons adorned with ex- 
ardiellent Endowments of Nature, that have 
und E great 


66 'A Directopy fo2 Youth. 
reat ability in natural chings, men of grey 
nſe, as we ſay, when they hear how thei 
unmortified Luſts war againſt their Souls.an( 
expoſe them to the Wrath of God;and Eyer. 


laſting Burning; yet can go on in their luſh, 


without remorle,or any akings of Heart ; nay, 
that which made the Son of God to blecd.an 
brought him to ſuch bitter Agonies, and ſtron 
Cries and Groans, and:for which Vengean 
is- now rearing and tormenting thouſaud 


in Hell. Alas, all is but asa Dream, whit 


{in prevaileth it hardeneth che Heart to; 
degree of ſpiritual Phrenly, Hoſea 7. (, 
5. Jer. 3. .5- Tja.12. and I, Chap. 5. I 
Fonah, faſt aſleep in the fides of the Shi 
tho? ready to periſh. Young rhen, remen 
ber it, yielding to your Lults will fo infe 
fibly- batden you, thar: you: will be' like; 
man that is ſeized with the dead Palfie,who 
tho” you pinch and ſirike, he feels nothin 
or like So/omon's - beſotted Wretch, 7. Pri 
£4, 15. Theyhare fricken and beaten me, 
T felt it not. Or like the Prophet's #tt 
opian, 13. Jer. 23, Can the Mihiopian chan 
bis | Skin, and the Leopard his. Spots ? ll 
may: you change your accuſtomed Ex. 
Bernard deſctibing the malignity of Sin's! 
fluence as to its encroaching Narure, 0 
{erves this Gradation : At firſt, taith he, s 
is importable, next time heavy, then ei) 


then light, then ſweet, at laf neof 
Whereterc flee yourhtul Luſts, as ever # 1 


wa 


] 
: 
] 
! 
: 
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would eſcape: theſe Soul-ruining Evils , as 
blindneſs of Mind, ſearednel(s of Conſcience, 
incurable hardnets oft. Heart : all which in- 
diſpofe the Soul ro Conyerſton 3 nay, they 
expoſe it to Damnation. 

5thly, Thbeic youthtul Luſts indiſpoſe the 
Soul ro Convertton, as they milerably .en- 
ſlave and defile the Aﬀections, which are 
leared in the ſenſitive appetite of a man : and 
they are ſuch as cheſe, Anger, Love, Joy, 
Fear, Sorrow ; theſe are planted in us co 
be fubſervient ro. our Souls in glorifying God, 
aad working out. our own Salyation * | Bur 
through theſe yourhtul Lufts they become 
{ubſervient to Satan, and predominant over 
the Soul, bringing ic into miſerable bon- 
dage, and vile flavery, and ſo indiſpole it 
ro Converſion. In Prayer, thy affeQions 
ſhould be fixed. on God in Chriſt, as the 
{ole obje& ot thy Love, Delight, and fill 
Fear : Bur are they (o 2 doſt rhou draw nigh 
to God as thy exceeding joy ? tell me,young 
man, where are-thy Bethels 2 thy Pennels ? 
T doubr, npon. a ſerious review, it will be 
found quice otherwiſe, that,vaih thoughts 
have lodged in thy mind,- and that (warms 


| of noifome Luſts have been tumbling up 


and down the dead Sea of rhy Soul in time 
of Prayer. Ah, how little of love ro God), 
hatred of Sin, anſwerable ro their nature, 
have poſſeſſed your Souls in duty : if any 


| pious ſtirrings of Aﬀeions haye' been, how 


PF 2 ſhorc 
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ſhort a ſtay haye they made; + how many 

more ambitious, wanton, ..coyetous or Its 

vengelul Thovnghts: have been : jumbled o- 

gether, with them I appeal'ro you. Is it 

not enough to change that Prayer into Siv, 5 

wherein thy God ' hath been lodged with a 

crew of viperous Lults, or rather wherein | 
thy AﬀeCtions have been committing ſpiritu- 1 
al Fornication with their Idols, or have been t 
(Dinah like) gadding abroad with the Fool : 
Eyes to and fro to the ends of the Earth |] 
Now uyon enquiry whence this comes about, a 
if thou ſearch impartially, and caſt the lot 

right, ic will appear that the Arch- Agent v 
of, and in all this is thy minjon Luſt, tha C 
Youth is under the power of : ſome complain {c 
of continual diftrations in Prayer, thei L 
Minds are like the unquiet Waves of the 1: 
Sea, up and down ; their AﬀeStionsnnſtable, th 
rambling up and down. Alas, the main C 
reaſon of this woful poſture in Duty, is theit th 
unmortified Luſts; and-it is very obſervabke V 
that. the more proviſion you make for the, hi 
Fleſh, to fulfil it in its Juoſts, the more do pl. 
minien and tyrannv it will have over yout Mm 
Thovghts and i AﬀeQtions in holy Duties: Pl: 
and is fuch a Prayer ever like ro iſſue in thy. mM! 
Converſion , wherein thy Aﬀe&ions haye. fa 
been - under the vile umpire and inflyeng arc 
of thy Luſts 2 Iv may rather be called a Ser: det 
vice done to thy Lufis, than ro God, Ther an 
was Jeb, what ardent and zealous —_ lac 


C2 
\ 
L 


an 
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did he leem to have in the Seryice and Cauſe 
of God, when he cryed out, Come ſee my 
Zeal for the Lord of Hoſts. But what was 
it that influenced and moved his affeions ? 
it was not the Glory of God, but the luſt of 
Vain-glory and Self-advancement. © Expe- 
rience confirms this, that many in their 
youth haye had ſhews of great affeCQtion in 
their Profeſſion of Godlineſs, who have after 
a while fell away,and become at laſt as'ſen(e- 
leſs and ſtupid abour Heavenly things as 
any prophane one in the world. 
O young Pcople, thoſe Luſts you ſerve, 
will have ſuch an il] influence on your Aﬀe- 
Ctions,as that they will become like wild Hor- 


| ſes, to tear your Souls in pieces. O- curſed 


Luſts, how unſpeakable is that thraldom they 


. lay our affeftionate part under, that when 


thy AﬀeCtions ſhould be like Elijab's fiery 
Chariot, to mount thy Sonl up to Heaven, 
they ſhould (through thy luſt) be like the - 
Wheels of a Fehws Chariot, furiouſly to 


hurry thy Soul ro Hell. Our affc&ions were 
. planted in us for this end, to facilitate, and 


make our acceſs tro God, to become caſie, 


:;. pleaſant, and delightful to our Soul ; bur, O 


miſerable change, they now are quite- con- 


 traty, (through thy unmortified Luſts) they 
are like Clogs, Chains, and Fetters, to hin- 
.. der the' Soul's approach to God. When at 


time the Ship of chy Soul ſhould hoiſe 
AﬀeQions' (being de- 
3 filed 
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filed and led.captive by thy Luſts) will (like 
a Sheet-Anchor) hold it back : When thou 
fhonldft be loving the Lord thy God with 
all thy Heart, with all thy Soul, and With 
_ all chy Mind ; which our Saviour rellerh you, |; 
s that firſt, and great Commandment, 0n which | 
all depends : for (faith Clarift) on this han | 
all the Law and the Prophets. O how deplo : 
rable a caſe is it ! that inſtead of this, my 
depraved AfﬀeQtions ſhonid tcrminate upon, a 
and cleave to a Cup, or a Whore, ori v 
dunghil world!  O monſtrous wicked 1; 
nels! O young men bethink your ſelve, ſc 
what a pernicious temper tris is ; ought it ng [f 
ro cut you to the very Heart, to find you 1t 
ſelves convifted of ſaci enmity, and ava 1c 
ſion in your afteRions to the bleſled God: th 
and whence is it but from your youthh te: 
Euſts?- Q diſeaſed Soul 3 it thy luſfts had no th 
corrupted; and peryerted thy AﬀeGtion ſet 
thou wouldſt haye thought God as fvitab} Lt 
an object for thy love, as meat to the hu Al 
gry, and drink to. the thirſty. Is he nor © wt 
cluefeſt, beſt, molt excellenr, comprehen{i# Vic 
pureſt, fulleſt, and moſt immutable, perny fall 
nent. Good? Shonld nor an obj fo adm #4 
rably. fic attrat and allure thy .ſuperlaty YO! 
love 2 Da you not know, &5.8%* your Cy 1nd 
(ciences tell you, that your afteftions oug MES 
id be. placed on God above all >; and ow 
ic ngt: tg. Ml your Souls with horrox, wil 
you find: nge your alle(tions , fxongly Is 
$i Ss ". 


* 
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tke. and inclined to him 2 how much more then 
108 ſhould you loath your ſelves, when your 
vith Afﬀections are ſallenly averſe to him > Is not 
vith this a fearful pirch of malignity ? wouldſt 
70u, thou not think him a vile Miſcreant, and 
hich reckon the Earth too g00d to bear him, that 
2a ſhould hate the preſence of his own Father, 
plo- and abhor all conyerſe with him 2 and canſt 
my thou ſo accuſe, and condemn fuch a one, 
por, and not thy ſelf for much greater degrees of 
or 1 Wickednels ? better thy affteftions were dif 
cked inclined to thy neareſt Relations, yea, to thy 
lvs ſelf, than to the bleſſed God , who is the 
itng ſpring of thy life and being ; and yet thus 
yout it 1s while-thy Luſts are obeyed, inftead of 
aver loving God, thou loveſt thy Pleaſures more 
God: than God : inſtead of hating Sin, thou ha- 
athii| teſt God more than Sin. O then, poſlets 
d no thy Soul throughly with a due and dee 
tion ſenſe of this great Evil, that thy yourhfu 
ita Luſts do thy poor Soul in depraving thy 
hu AﬀeCtions 3 ſo that they ſeem to be in you, 
x © whatthe Devils were in the Herd of Swine, 
-n{i« violently carrying you from God, the foun- 
Jerny caln of living Waters, to lying Vanicies, 
adm And thus I have ſhewed - you ' how theſe 
clay Youthful Luſts do hinder Convyerſion,as they 
r Ca 1ndiſpoſe the Soul in all irs parts, and facul-- 
| ties te Converſion. Which brings me to the 
ſccond thing, - namely, to ſhew how theſe 
.uſts do hinder Converſion, as they dire! 
F 4 oppoſe 
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oppole the meais of it, and chat both on 
God?s part and yours. 

I. On God's part : Theſe youthful Luſk 
provoke God to withdraw his Spirit and 
Grace, and leave you to your own Hean 
Luſts ; and then what hope of Convertin 
remains > It is God alone that « 
take away that Stony Heart, avd give; 
Heart of Fleſh, that quickens the dead Soul 
In Converſion we are ſaid tro be his Wark 
manſhip, created in Chriſt Jeſus unto gut 
Works, 2. Epheſ. 10. And St, John faith, 
I, John 13. We are born again, not of Bll 
nor of the Will of the Flefp, nor of the Willt n 
man; that is, not by any natural powea 7r, 
vertue, or ſtrength inherent in them; Bt 9 
of the Will God, it's he that worketh both t of 
will and to do; | and his people are ſaid 1 7} 
be .a willing Feople in the day of his Pom 1. 
Pal. 310. 3 The Metaphors that the hol 24 
Ghoſt 'uſerh in Scripture, to {et forth th ay 
work of Conyeriion by, do. plainly pot n« 
out this, That no leſs power than that On G 
nipotent- Power of God, is required :tot) Ia 
Converſion ' of. a' Sinner :- as tor inſtang ne 
(t.) That of che Reſurreion from thedeal to 
G. Rom, 4. to-,raiſe the Dead, is the effeRs tn 
a Almighty. Power: - (2.); That: of Cn pc 
tion, 2. Epheſ. 10. And who. can createl th 
Gce 5 no Creature. can, the mightieſt 'Anſ w 
ranger Create, ghe mane» Wort, »'. TH 7! 
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\ 
Converſion is ſer: forth in Scripture, to be 
the Lord's own-workmanſhip. Hence you 
read, 2. Epheſ. 1. Tou hath he quickned, who. 


were dead in Sins and Treſpaſſes, And in 
36. Ezek. 279. A new Spirit alſo will I put 
within you, and cauſe you to walk in my Sta- 
tutes, and ye ſhall do them. And in x Cor. 
4. 7. Whe maketh thee to differ from another ? 


, and what haſt thou, that thou didft nor receive ? 
- And it was God that opened Lydizs Hear: : 


Ic is true that the Lord of Heaven, the God 
of all Grace, who could work of himſelf, 
and Without any means, 18 pleaſed to make 


* uſe of means; to wir, his Word; as in the 


T. James 18. By the Word of Truth, of his 
own Will begat he us, that we fhould be a kind 
of Firft Fruits of his Creatures. Hence the 
Word is called the Incorruptible Seed, 1 Per, 
I.23. and the Goſpel is called the miniffra- 
tion of the Spirit, Hence the Lord hath 

appointed and inſtitured the great and ho- 


- nourable Office of the Miniſtry, and beſtows 


Gifts on his Miniſters, to preach the ever- 
laſting Goſpel to the World, to open Sin- 
ners Eyes, and turn them from Darkneſs 
to Light. Hence Miniſters are called Spiri- 
tnal Fathers; not that there is any inherent 
power in either the Word it (elf, or him 


atel that preacheth ic, bur from the Spirit of God, 


- Til Z4e Peapons: of our Warfare ((aith the Apo- 
it file) are mighty through God to the pulling down | 


V whoſe Inſtraments we 'are, 2 Cor. 19.4, 


$* 
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of frong holds, &c. And in 2 Cor. 4. 7. We « 
have this Treaſure in Earthen Veſſels, tha; 1 
the Excellency of the Puwer may be of Gul: « 
So then ſaich the ſame Apoſtle, - 1 Cor. 3.7, x 
Neither is he that planteth, any thing, neithy « 
he that watereth, but God that giveth thein 1 
creaſe. Not any thing in a way of cfficies 4 
cy, only inſirumentally; as a Pen is th 
Inttrument, bur it's che Hand that writes: » 
ſo the Word preached, and the diſpenit 
of it, are Inſtruments of Converſion : bu t 
it's the Spirit of God is the quickning Agent. r 
for ir muſt needs ſurpaſs the ſtrength of i r 
Creature to. change the Nature, and u i 
caule a return from ſo miſerable a privatio, n 
and death, as by Nature we are in ; unto h n 
glorious and cxcellenta participation of th © 
divine Nature, and Life, as (every converte. e 
Soul 1s pur into, when transformed into tit L 
Image of God. C 

ow then to raiſe the Argument, ani; b 
build upon this Foundation that I have laid; tl 
if the principal efficient Cauſe and means 4. n 
Converſion on God's part, be his-own Al 1c 
mighty Arm revealed, and made bare, bi C 
Spirit poured out, and putting forth a quick. a: 
ning vial Energy ; then there's little hopt, h 
of Converſion, where/ this Almighty Agel: Þ 
is provoked {o far forth» as to with-hold bt 1c 
Spirir, . and to. leaye a. Sinner ta His: owl; ©! 
Hearts Luſt. © Buc youthful luſts yielded th 1 
and ſ{crycd, do moſt certainly thus prove Y 
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W: God to withdraw his Spirit, and Gracez and 
that therefore obſtrutt their Converſion, in a 
God; direft oppoling the means of it 6n God's 
3-7. part. TT hatthey do thus provoke God, iscvi- 
eithe dent from theie Scriptures, 81. P/al. 17, 12. 
be in But my People would not hearken to my Voice, 
icier and Iſrael would movie of me: So T gave 
is the them up wnto their own Hearts Luſts, and they 
rites: walked in their own Counſels. 1. Rom. 26. 
zenlt For this cauſe (faith the Apoſtle) God gave 
; bu them up to vile Aﬀettions, This Text, it's 
gent! rrue, {peaketh of the Heathens, of whom 
of i the Apoſile had been ſpeaking belore, 
1d it in ver. 19, 209, he had been ſhewing whar 
atio, means they had tro know God ; they had 
Ito { not the Light of the Goſpel, as we have, 
of thi only the Light of Nature : then he ſhew- 
yertel, eth us, ver. 21. how they had abuled this 
roth Light; wherefore faith he, For this cauſe 

God gave them up. You ſee here what may 
| and; befall poor Heathens, that have no more 
: laid. than a Natural Lighr; yet even they, for 
20s d. not improving, and living up to that, may 
n A ſo far provoke God, as to give them up, 
re, by O what do you think, young people, that 
quick. are within the Pale of the Church, you 
' hot, have what the Heathen had, and you 
Ape, have ſuperadded a furcher and more excel- 
21d kW lent Light, the Light of Scripture ; and many 
5 om; of you have the . enlightenings of the Spiric 
ed wh in manifold Conviftions: -I-ſay what do 
-oyalſi you think will become of yau, who obey 

Were not 
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not the Goſpel 2 you may read in 2 Theſſ), , 
7, 8. what your Portion will be, without ( 
ſpeedy flecing your youthful! Luſts. Did Go « 
give up the Heathens> O be afraid, youy y 
ones, that haye the Light of Scripture be $, 
fore your Eyes in this Text: flee youthfi j; 
luſts, leſt you by yielding to them provok 
God to {ay,as once to Ephraim, He is joym: $; 
to Idols, let him alone. 9q.d. Such a on G 
knoweth berrer, but he hateth the Light; b + 
muſt have his Luſts, let him have them, tl le 
his Heart be made fat, that he never cor. bs 
yert and turn. 'O fearfu] ſign of Rept hi 
bation, You will find your Soul (like: Ir 
Bowle down hill) rowling to Hell amain ug 
For if we fin wilfully, after that we haven (ai 
ceived the Knowledge of the Truth, there ſhi 
mains no more Sacrifice for Sin, but a c wa 
tain fearful looking for of Fudgment, and fin H, 
Tndignation, which ſhall devour the Sinne.1n| 
19. Heb. 26,27. My Spirit, ſaith God, ſrl he 
not always firive with man, 6. Gen. 3. (it, 
young People, did you never find the Spintai 
of God in this Text, or others, te>dingtRa 
the ſame thing, to abandon your Lufts, final 
ving with you ? Have you had no Motiago 
exciced 2 bave you had no Thoughts caſt tho 
that have had this aſpet and tendenqaw 
which you have repreſt, and refiſteg chrouggro! 
the indulgence of your youthful Lufkhy 
Know 'it, young man, that herein you hat 
provoked God to take away his holy Spinirr 
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ſ*1, and it is a righteous thing that the Spirit of God 
outt ſhould retire, and deſiſt as to: further influ- 
Gol ences, and operations z which ſhould make 
'ouny you with awtul thoughts retire into your own 
e bs Soul, and {mite upon the Thigh, and ſay, 
bf 17/hat have 1 done ? I have provoked the Moſt 
»vok, High God to withdraw his Spirit : and can that 
joy Sin be ſmall, that hazards the favour of 
a Ont God,. and the life of my Soul for ever? It once 
t;h the abuſed Spirit of God depart, and 
n, leave thee to, thy youthtul Luſt, thou wilt 
\ cor- be like Sampſon, when his Locks (wherein 
epto his ſtrength lay) were cut, Judges 16. 20. 
like; Ir was told Sampſon chat the Phi/ifines were 
main upon him, and he awoke out of ſleep, and 
ve n laid, 1will go out as at other times before, and 
ere rt ſhake my ſelf, and he wift not that the Lord 
a carwas departed from him: Ot , like Eſa, 
d fin Heb. 12. 17. who afterward would haye 
Finn inherited the Bleſſing, but was rejeRed, for 
, ſhlhe found no place for Repentance, tho he ſought 
\. (it carefully with Tears: Or like thoſe Moun- 
> Spintains of Gi/boa, upon which neither the 
ingtRain, nor Dew fall. They ſay that 
ts, fiinaſtineſs in a Dove-houſe will cauſe the Dove 
lotiago leave that Houſe : Sure I am that your 
caſt nyouthiul unclean Luſts will in time driye 
derqaway that myſtical Dove, the holy Ghoſt, 
com thy Soul; and then who ſhall quicken 
cn dead Sopl > Alas, if that great Maſter 


1 hapf Afſemblics leave thee, never more to 
-Spirfirive with thee: what can poor Miniſters 
an do? 
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do 2. 'Snppoſe there were a vaſt Aflembly i 
Godly, able Divines mer to conſult aby 
thy Cure ; they muſt all retutn (re infe#a) i 
vain, and ſay, as the King of Iſrael didi 
another calc to the poor Woman, / that cri 
co him in time. of Famine, Help, my Ly 
O King : And he ſaid, If the Lord do'n 
help thee, whence ſhall T help thee, out of i 
Barn-flyor, or out of the Wine preſs > 2 King. 
26, 27, So here, it the Lord: have do 
wich thee, and wil} not pity, and h< 
Whence ſhould we out of our barren $ | 
and carchen Vcttels > your caſe 1s dreadh 
and we can'give you our Tears, -but we 
not give you any Oy], not a drop of avi 
Grace. -It God have given you 'rhe Spit 1 
of Slumber, and' a deep Step, -1/a. 29.1! £ 
It. Rom. 8; Can we' open. the Heart, tr 
God ſhit ir up # Can we plow up-theGrow r 
it God lay ic Fallow ? her&s a judgment! 
deed'! If z man ih again? God (laith Elin n 
ſhall imtreat 'fof hinr's So if God fer himt r 
againſt a Soul,” who can recover that Sov tl 
Thus you 'ſte *rhe malienity* of thar inf ©: 
ence youthful Luſts bave,in hindring of @ v 
yerfionh, as thoſe liſts do oppbſe the mes et 
of it,.. on' God's parc, provoking him tro# th 
judicial penal af, of withdrawing his Grz, 15 
and*detivering up to their own hearts kf ar 
And therefore*it is a duty of ſpecial cond m 
ro young ones, ro flze their yourhful W en 
Bur then in the ſecond place, it wilF furs ſu 


apps 


is 
con 
al 


if 
” 


| this is granted. 
that where ever the Goſpel comerh, and 
; 15 preached, as it is now (bleſſed be God) 
lk among us (there is none that I know of fo 
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appear, if -you'confider, that theſe youthful 
laſts do oppoſe the means of Conyerſion on 
the Souls parts. 

2. Youthful Luſts oppoſe the means of 
Converſion on our own part, ſuch as Conſide- 
ration,Prayer,and attendance upon God in his 
holy Word, Reſolution, and Reformation. 

But here (perhaps) you may obje&, and 
ſay, That Converſion is not in your power, it is 
not in him that wilteth, nor in him that run- 
veth, but in God who giveth Grace, and ſhew- 
eth Mercy, to whom he pleaſeth, ex mero mo- 


tu {uo, & beneplaciro, and who can move him, 
: or command it from tt 


A. This is a point which very many 


' young ones (through Satan's ſubrilty) are 
| great] 


themſelves ; Jer us endeavour to ſet you to 


puzled abour : but the chief fault is 


rights, and all theſe matters in clear light, 
chat ſo minch ſtumble you, as to the ule of 
means on your own part. And firſt (pray 
remember) by way of Concefſtion , that 


| there is no man (without the mighty power 
of God, and his eftetual Grace) can con- 


vert, and change his own corrupt Nature ; 
Bur then I ſay moreover, 


much as queſtion it) bur that all thoſe who 


| Enjoy it, and to Whom it is preached, have 


far fuch a ſufficiency of means, and aids for Con- 


app 


verſion 
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verſion and Salvation granted to them, 2 
is abundantly ſufficient to convict, condemn 
and leave wholly inexcuſable all choſe tha 
are. dilobedieat to ir, and remain uncoy 
verted under it ; that it Was not fo mud. 
their cannot, as their will net , and obfingi 
refuſal, chat i is the proximate and immediar 
cauſe of their non-conyerſion and unbelid 
Fohn 3. 19. This s the condemnation, Light 
come into the World, and men love Dark "4 
rather than Light, "becauſe their Deeds an ' 
evil. John 5. 4, And ye will not = unt * 
me, that you might have Life. Jer. 8.5. Th | 
refuſe to return, And it is upon this Hyp 3 
theſis, that all thole melting,, moving Expo / 
{tulations, and pleadings with Sinners, it * 
the Word of God.are raiſed and built : asf 
Ioftance, Turn, turn ye, why will you dy 
as'T live "faith the Lord, I deſire not the Deatl h 
of .4 Sinner, Ezck, 33. Ii: Chap. 18. 2} h 
Ceaſe to do evil, learn to do well, waſh yi L. 
make ye clean. come now let us rea fon together tl 
faith the Lord, though your Sins be as Scarle, 
they ſhall be white as Snow; though they þ | 3c 
red tthe Crimſon, they fhall be as Wool. - Jer. 13 'O 
3. ...0 Feruſalem wilt thou not be made clean; N 
when ſhall it oncebe ? 

Thus having cleared what lay in our wal © 
3s matter. of Objeion, and dilcouragemen, ©* b 
touchingthemeans of Converſion on our pary a 
I ſhall proceed co conſider (more particulayhl 7 | 


thoſe inſtitured means of Converſion ; Wy 
tne -* 


? 
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n, 2 then ſhew you how your Luits oppoſe thole 
emg, mcans, and thcreby hinder your Conyerlſion. 
- thy For the Means, I ſhall begin wichthat of Co- 
ncoy Pderation, and that becaule 1 find the Holy 
mud. Ghoſt in Scripture, beginning here with un- 
ting Converted Sinners, commanding, and com- 
di Mmending this as an excellent means of Con- 
belid verlion 1n the 1 Kings 8. 47. If they ſhall be- 
zohti think themſelves,and repent,then bear thou their 
rlne| ' Prayer,&c. where you lce plainly that retiring 
75 a1 19cO our own hearts by (ſerious thoughtfulneſs, 
- un; and conſideration, is a fingular means to Re- 
Th P<nrance and Converſion. Again in Hag. I. 
Hyp 5- Now therefore thus ſaith the Lord, Conſider 
Expo Jour ways. Pial. 119,59. I thought on my 
8. PV, and turned my Feet unto thy Teftima- 
asl /77e5: He firſt conſidered, and then he con- 
4 dy! Verted. So the prodigal Son came ficlt to 
Ped himſelf by conſideration, and then he came 
s. 2) home to his Father by ſound Converſion. 
Hh you Luke 15. 17. Here the Lord complains of 
the, £ar People's impenitence, in Fer. 8. 6, No 
earls, 741 repented him: And in the next words 
hey þ 1Elareth the Cauſe of it tro be want of conſj- 
er. 13 deration, No man ſaid, What have I done ? 
lean, © wound but young men retire from the 
' Noiſe, and fooliſh Vanitirs of this world, 
rw and allow their Souls leiſure for the ſerious 
ment, CXcIctic of this important Duty ; to conſider 
4 pan} "Neir linful and woſul eftare by Nature, in 
lag, har polture they ſtand God-wards with 
ani "clr apoſtare Natures; and how the Wrath 
tha”! God that is revealed from Heaven agatiaſt 
© all 
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all Unrightcouſneſs ; this wrath abideth on 
them every moment, during their uncon- 
verted ſtate :'and how fearful a thing it is, 
catry ones doom in ones own boſom ! ro gg 
up and down the world in a ſtace of enmity 
ro'the moſt high Fehovah, under his Cult, 
and 'Wrath, as they molt certainly do it 
rheir ſtate of Nature, and there ro confide x 
of their manitold Omithons, and.Commil: { 
fions, how many thouſand ways they hat a 
offended God 3 how many checks of Cows þ 
icience rhey have ſtifled ; what Motions & (, 
rhe Spirit they have reliſted 3 what precigy, c 
ſeaſons of Grace they have negleed ; whit x 
Light, Love, Mercics, Engagements, Vow (| 
they have ſinned againſt; what "Rapp h 


and cc. .. _ 


have taken to fatisfie their Lufts, ſtoppiny tþ 
their Ears ar the holy Inſtructions, Counſey |. 
Exhortacion<,intreaties of Parcnts 8& Miniſtes! $ 
what cſtrangedneſs,, and; ſeparation th b; 
Sins have made berween God and their Souls th 
and then co conſider how ſhort their time & ay 
Earth will be, how ſure it is that their youth 
ful Sins will fooner* or later find them out t 
how certain thar God will bring them i 1/ 
Judgment for all thy Pleaſvres in the Helh the 
all thy Thoughts, Words and Dzeds. Thi nit 
] av, would but young men take time ſſh 
communc with their. own Souls about th&fag. 
tremendous matters, ic would farely awakyo 
andcail chemo tear, and enquire, Whatmhat 
1 do to be ſaved? And fo prepare them Myo1 
that other Head of Conſideration, namon] 
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hon jhe rich, ſoveraign, and free Grace of God 
01 jn Chriſt, laid epen ia the Goſpel; how 
 18t0. God hath ſo loved the Werld, as to give 
08 his only Son tro dye for us, when enemics ; 
mit chat whoſoever belieyverh, and repenteth, 
Curl hal not periſh, .but have everlaſting Life : 
Oo i how able and willing Chriſt is, to.ſave, and 
nde: receive all heavy laden weary Souls, that 
nl; ſee themſelves loſt, and caſte the bitterneſs, 
| hat and feel the burden of their Sin.that come co 
Cot! him; how lovingly he invites all ſuch rocome 
208 ® to. him, and afſureth them of a gracious re- 
cio ception; and a fall remiſſion of all their Sins, 
wii and eternal Salvation,&c. and that it is nor all 
Volt the ageravacions of their Sins, however they 
$ : bave been mulciplied, and commited againſt 


Ppiy the Lighr of Natural Conſcience, or the 
unſy Light of Supernatural Grace revealed 1n the 
nſte} Scriptures, that ſhall be an impediment, or 
tha bar to their acceptance, and pardon upon 
Saulf their return : If the Wicked forſake his Way, 
ne & and the Unrighteous man his Thoughts, and 
youth turn unto the Lord, he will have mercy, and 
) Oulf to our God, and he will abundantly pardon, 
m- 41/2. 55.7. or multiply -ro pardon. Again, 
Hel there is nothing but an unbelieving; impe- 
Thy nitent Heart, refiſting this Grace, can, or 
ime ſhall eyer deprive you of fo great Salvation, 
; thFas Is offered to you in the Goſpel : and tho” 
wak4 you have refuſed in paſt ſeaſons, when he 
atm bath called ; yet for all that he won't refuſe 
-m you, If you flee from your lufts to him, the 
! only refuge for loſt Souls, the mateh ſhall 
CG 2. | not 
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not break on his part ; and if you periſh, an 


mifs Salvation at lait,it ſhallnor be leng ot hin * 


So- that this 1s undeniable (viz.) thar Conj; 1 
deration on- our part, is a moſt fir aud y © 
polite means ot Converſion. 1 have ſome! 
time read of a Religious Facher, thar had;© 
:ebellious wicked Son, thac was a great pri© 
ro him ; when! the Father was on his deat 
bed, be called his Son to him, and laid hit" 
under a folemn enpagement and promit* 
That he would cvery day retire alone, aff 
ſpend one quarter of an Hour in ſcriaf® 
thinking. Atrer the pious Father was _ 
che: wild Son began to conſider of his giÞ"* 
miſe ro his Father, and accordingly oncefe 
day retires; ar firſt he began to think of if 
Honours, and Pleaſures of this World ; bs 
after a while he began ro conſider, what If” 
Father?z delian was, in obliging him thi! 
once'a day to retiredneſs and thoughtfulnes; 
and then he beyan to call ro mind his Sink 
and wicked Lite that he had Itived: and thy 
g00d Spirir of God concurring with to 
rhoughts, he became a few man. So tl 
Canlideration is a means of Converſion. 


how yourhtul Juſts directly oppoſe ehiis meat 
of Converlton: and thar wiilappzar, it y 
contider the rage of theſe Luſts, they v 
not give the judgment leaye, or Jenmeh. 
animadvers, and conſider; they are mf 
ruous, and tyrannical, hurrying' poor 
ners Hell wards: this is obvious to our'® 

| | {crvaiil 


TP 22 A Directozy for Pouth, 85 
} hin {cfvation every day 3 how many young 
Conf Pevple: do we ſee, by one baſe pleaſure or 
12d 2y OFDET, always led captive from the time 
Comp 2EY awake in the Morning, till they lie 
hagdown ar Night, and never take time to 
Conſider or ask themſelves, Whar have |] 


At fit 
#adone?: What muſt I do tobe ſaved ? Where 
74 h_novlt I abide for ever > If a man rides through 
romip® Country full ſpeed, he can never draw a 
ic, rue Map of that Country : If you roile, and 
righufe che Waters, you can never {ce your. 
© Ceatace in them. Thus if a Soul be hurried with 
Irs Luſts, it can never retire, and foberly 


Us Þ OM - 
onceIEbare matters in jes own breaſt, Conſt- 


Bl,and the dangers and miſeties of thy nee-. 
# Soul calls, O young man, conſider thy 
Fays, remember thy Creator, know rhat 
1-will bring thee to Judgment : alas, the'e; 
aſts deaſen and drown all. O wrerched 
very, th? Life and Death be fer before 


our'> 
(ex yall G 3 thee, 


11 [$1 
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thee, tho thou art allured with all the gh 
rious promiſes of pardon; and Eternal Lj 
on the one hand: and tho' thou art 
ſtrained with all the Terrors: of the Lord 
Curſes of the Law,and the eycrlaſting Flam 
of Hell en the other hand ; yet thele Luf 


{ight, & make nothing of all theſe amazin 


and tremendous Truths , as if they were n 
worthy of one quarter of an hours (erig 
Conlideration: they do ſo haunt, a 
ſhackle poor Sinners, as. that they hold thy 
Priſoners (ar#i cuftodi) in cloſe bondy 
and Will not allow them the liberty of c 
ſideration, and , bethinking - themſely 
Hence theſe Luſts are. ſtiled Snares, Ne 
Bonds, Ecclef. 7.28. 2. Tim. 2. 26. and; 
this reſpe& are Sinners. compared: to Ci 
rives-and Priſoners kept up. 1/a. Gs. 1.4 
Chap..42, 7. Hence Simon Magus by'n 
ſon of his being under the dominion, oft 
taſt of Covetouſneſs, tho! he! was alſo unt 
a Chriftiati proſclſion,, and had been bury 
before Baptized ; yer you read A4ts8, 23. 
fee (faith Peter) that thou art in the Gall 
Bitterneſs, and in the Bond of Iniquity. i 
ſo that young man; of, whom: you. read} 
the 19. Matth. he: {cemed to., be'near to! 
Kingdom of Heaven, but he was chad 
faſt by.the Love of Riches,. and, that fer I 
quize back again, ;O young menz' i 


Lults, if you give way. ro them, will 


came ſo rayenous, outragiouss and ry 


. Tos & 5T ,, SO RN Yo Co The Yn Wo og oO EO I Ee OE Inn 


hs a oe os ih ies. 


A Directozy fo2 Youth, 8g 
laſts malign Influences, what cauſe have you 
to Flee theſe Luſts ! 

Another means, on our part, of Conver- 
ſion, is Prayer ; thus we tread in Fer. 31. 
18, 19. of Ephraim, when. he was about 
turning, he praycth to the God of all Grace, 


' Turn thou me, and I ſhall be turned : In this 


reſpc& Peter counſels Simen Magus, AQts 8 22, 
Repent (ſaith he) of this thy Wickeane(s, and 
Pray to God, if perhaps the Thought of thine 
Heart may be forgiven thee. Pray mind this 
Scripture. 9. d. rhough thou art in the very 
Gall of Bicterneis, and in the Bond of Iniqui- 
ty; yet ſuppoſing there remains only a poſ- 
{1bility, a perhaps of Pardon and Salvatian, 
yet thou art bound to Pray 3 1 know there 
are many deboiſt, . lewd Youngſters 1n this 
Age, that imitate thoſe prophane Wretches; 
of whoſe helliſh Language you read 1n the 
21. Fob 14, 15. They ſay to the Almighty, De- 


| part from us, we deſire not the kuowledge of thy 
. Ways: And what is the Almighty that 'we 
| ſhould ſerve him? and what profit is it if we 


Pray to him ? - But there is little hopes of their 
Converſion. However this is moſt certain, 
that Prayer is an Inſticution of God's, 1n'or- 
der ro Converſion, as you may {ce in. thoſe 
two Scriptures, Hoſea 14. 1, 2,3: O Iſraes, 


return unto the Lord thy God for thou haſt 
fallen by thine Iniquities, In that Verſe you 
have God's Invitation ro Gonverſlions and 
then in the ſecond: Verſe you- have 


his Di- 
rection 
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rection how to go abour it, Take: with yi 
words, and turn unto the Lord, ſay unto hin 
Take away all Iniquity, and receive 1 
graciouſly. And then it you: read thi 
36. Ezek. 26,27. where you have God pro 
milſtng the Grace of Converſion, in thok 
words, . 4' new Heart will T give unto yh 
and preſently enjoyning Prayer, as a mean 
on Our part, : ver. 27- Thus faith the Luyi 


T-will yet for this: be ſonght, by the Houſe 


Iſrael, to do it for them. 

It you as, Whar Prayer is ? 

banſwer, Prayer is the offering up of on 
Defites' to God; for things agreeable tot 
Will, 4n the name of Chriſt, Theſe Defir 
muft proceed from an Heart touched wit 
the ſcaſe of our {in and miſery, and theap 
prehenſton of. Goa?s mercy in Chriſt : an 
they: muſt be-feryent:and-conflant;; 'like th 
Piblican, God be:merciful, or ptopitious, t 
me a Sinner," Luke 18.:and Gen. 32. 25. | 
will not let thee go, except thou'bleſs me. [ut 
18:1, tothisend-our Saviour: ſpake thar-[ 
rable to inſtruQ us, that we'ought” to' Pri 
and'not faint's | like thar' impbatant Woma 
of Canadn, wtio would know no diſfcobirig 
rtients, being once centred | and engaged'i 
this heavenly Exercite; I is. not. meet ((ail 
our Eord) to take Childrens Bread, and gil 
z:to Dops/: ſhe! owneth it, Truth, Lord, "(ail 
ſhe, Matth. 15.26. yer the Dogs may-eat'! 
the Crumbs that fall from their Mafers T. i, 
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A-Directow foz-Polith: | gt 
Q-when a poor Sinner cometh to God by 
Chriſt, and knocketh for conyerting Grace, 
out of a {enſe of its damned, undone condi- 
tion : if he prevail nor, and cryech our, O 
thou moſt patienr (tho* provoked) God, it's 
matter of admiration, that thou ſuffereſt 
ſuch a Viper as I am to live and brearh in 
thy common Air : O pity me a Hell-deſer- 
ving Sinner,: for the ſake of rhy dear Son, 
who made fatisfaQtion by his bitter Death 
and Paſſhon to thy Juſtice, and grant me'this 
favour in thy ſight, the forgiveneſs of- my 
Sins, and che Spirir of Grace, to {ubdue'the 
power of my lu({ts; and to renew me in Soul 
and Body: O: Father of Mercies, if thou' do 
not ſhew me- this favour and mercy, I (Natl 
live thine enemy, and ſhall, know not how 
ſoon, dye miſerably, to: mine; owtr eretnal 
undoing» O- draw me into Union with 
thy bleſſed Son, unto whom none can:come' 
excepithou draw. O ler me never reft; till 
it be out of doubr, that I amconverted, and 
that God in Chriſt is mine: let my Tears'be 
my Meat nightiand day, ' while I have a'be- 
ing,/ ti] I obtain Grace and 'Mercy to help 
my. needy milerable Soul. After this man- 
ner.is this Exerciſe. ro be-petformed, arid ir” 
brings Gold's Inſtitution, it is under a pro- 
miſed Bleſſidg;: and many can ſer to' their 
ſeals; thartheir labour herein hath not been 
1n;vain, with reference: tor Repentance and 
Conyerfion. Now giving: way to yore 
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luſt, diretly oppoſech Converſion, both a 


it withdraws you ſrom it, and witherah 


your Soul in the.performance of it. Alas 
when your Luſts grow clamorous, and you 
ebſequious to them,they will breed in you an 
averiation & oppoſition to Prayer : you will 
not find a Hear: inclined to, but wretchedly 
diſ-inclined from God, which 1s a fad caſe in- 
deed ; and to have a hard Heart, that cannot 
Pcay (was the note of an Eminent Saint, and 
Servant of God now afcended) compleateth 
a Soul's mifery ; it palis down fury and 


deſtruction upon the Heads of ſuch ; as you 


may ſee in the 10. Fer. 25. O' what care 


ſhould you take to preterve your comfortable 


acceſs ro God by Chriit every day : our 
Life is a worthleſs thing without it ; hence 
In 1-Pet. 3. 9. the Apoſtle doth fo- earneſtly 
preſs Husbands and Wives ro: exemplary 


walking, that your Prayers (taith' he) be nt 


hindred. Now there is nothing ſo much 
hindercth Prayer, as giving way to your 
Luſts; for by theſe:you provoke God to ſtop 
his Ear,and withdraw and (tand*at. a diſtance 
from-you, and by [theſe you irricate the Re- 
bellion. of your own. Hearts againſt - God, 
and cauſe it to ſtand at a greater diſtance 
from-God : as Adam when he yielded to eat 


of the forbidden Fruir, he grew ſhy: of God. 


Woful experience -evinceth rhis,, when Per- 


| ſons have given way to Pride, or: Paſſion, 6 _- 


Luſt, or ſinful Pleaſures in the day, they 


cant 
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cai?t rell how to go and pray to God at 


- night, or look him in the Face, with any 
* comfort or confidence : when Conſcience 


upbraigeth, doſt rhou pray,O vile Hypccrite ! 
haſt thou been kindling the Fire of his 
Wrath all day,anddoſt chou think to obtain 
his favour all ot a ſudden 2 When thou haft 
been grieving his Spirit, and tearing open the 
wounds of the blefled Jelus, by ihy wiltul 
finning againſt Light, and Convictions, how 
canſt thon expe&t che Comtorter ſhould come 
to cthee> If a raan were to plead for his Lite 
at the 'Bar, would he be fo mad as to di- 
itemper himſelf with firong Drink before 
hand ; this were the ready way to lole him 
his Lite : and fo it is the ready way to Joſe 
your Converſion, wherein ftands the Lite 
of your Souls, 1f you intoxicate rhem . with 
the ſtnpefying Vapours, that arile from your 


, fulfilled Lufts. It was holy Mr. Dod's ſay- 


ing, That either Praying would makg us leave 


off Sinning, or Sinning would makg us leave off 


Praying. Ana then prav oblerve, your 
Lu'ts tend ro the manifeſt withering, cripling 
your Souls in the performance of rÞ1is duty : 
It cuts and clips the Soul's wings im Praver, 
and then down you fall, and {ink as a cead 
ting 1n Prayer. O therefor: flee yourh- 


: fal Luſt, or they will render Prayer no 


more than a deat empty Formatty 3 
and how wWafte an delolare a tþ.jng 15 


That? it will bz like fome Difaſe in the 
| Body, that converts all the Food, thar ſhould 


nourfh 
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nouriſh Nature, co the feeding themlſelye; 
and fo macerate, and miſerably conſume the 


Body ; or like ſome Thief, or Thieves in x 


Houſe, the Maſter's Goods and Stock con 


tinually waſte and conſume: and no won- 
der, the Viper is in their own Boſoms| 
Thus, young men, your Luſts will bring 


leanneſs into your Souls in Prayer. O young 
man,doft thou find the Lord gone in Prayer, 
'no diſcoverics of himſelf, bur a grear eftranged- 
neſs : would{t thon know the caule ? read tha 


t 


in Ezek. 14. 5. They were eſtranged throug/ 


their Luſts. Be aflured of this, there is 1 
Heart-leapue, and ſome youthful Luſt « 
other, which lays an embargo upon the 
Soul, and arreſts che profit of all thy Prayer, 
S:iyppoſe a man did know, and ſee his own 
Wite loving and cleaving ro ſome othe 
man ; would not this ſpoil the comforrt d 
their communion ? as we that are reaſonabl: 
Creatures, don't love to be among unre: 
ſonable Brutes in the Wilderneſs, or tht 
Living to be among the Tombs and tit 
Dead: So a holy God regards not tht 
Prayers, will not be enquired of, nor {poke 
with, by thoſe who regard their Laſts in ther} 
Hearts, T/a. 58. 1, 2, 3,4. Why have we faſt 
ed, and thou regardeſt not * Tou took pleaſun, 
faith the Lord, and brake nat the Bonds 
Wickedneſs., $0 {orne compiain, Alas! W 
have prayed for Pardon, and Peace, and ht 
Mantflado-n of God's Love, but have 
ceived no -an{wer, find no return; nW 
whend) 
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whence is this 2 Oh young man, ſure therc 
fore berwirching Luft or other ſucks thee. 
As 'if 1 ſaw a Plant or Tree that is daily 


watered , and has no want of outward 
meansof flouriſhing, and bearing Fruit ; yer 
withereth, and dyeth away, be ſure there 
is ſome Worm fn the Root corroding it, I 
have heard of Jate many young People pou- 
ring our their Complaints after this manner, 
Alas, T have been ſeeking, and knocking at the 
door: of Ordinaxces, Prayer, Word, Sacra- 


\ ment, 8c. but have not, find not, feel not ſup- 


plies come in : I am like thoſe that had been 
toiling all Night, and catch nothing. Oh ne- 
ver was my Heart fo dead in Duty, faith ons : 
ſo kraitned, and ſhut wp, ſaithanother! And 
hence ſome cry out, To what purpoſe ſhoul4 
we wait any longer * What profit is there in 
Praying to the Almighty * What ſweetneſs in 
Ordinances * What is Chriſt more than ano- 
ther? Now, I pray whence is this 2 Whar 
's Chriſt a barren Wilderneſs? a Land of 
Darkneſs? a broken Ciſtern > a Fieid with- 
out a Treafure > a Well withour Water? a 
Cloud withou: Rain > What 6the Lord un- 
willing to hear? and pitty a peor diſtreſſed 
S'\nner, that comes and makes its moan to 
him? And is it in vain to {eek him> Ohno! 
Chriſt is precious, God is gracious, the hearer 
of Prayers, the rewarder of ſuch as diligent- 
ly ſeek him. Bur here is the true cauſe of 
all, a man comes ro God with his Idol in bis 
Heait, and then G:d will not pens 
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him ; can you ever imagin that ſo pure} 
Majeſty ſhould march wich your Luſts 2 ng" 
no, for then ſhould the Father of Light 
have communion with the datkeſt Darkt 
neſs : ſooner will he leave thee, while thoyit 
liveſt to be a Shrub, or Heath in the Deke 
that ſees nor when Good cometh, and tohv 
a magor Miſſabib when thou dieſt ; thanewF 
let thee in to acquaintance with himſelf, th 
the league and power of thy youthful Luftis 
be broke. Can two walk together that ad 
not agreed > No man can ſerve two Maſeeritt 
but either he will love the one, and hate thC| 
other, &c, Marth. 6. 244 O be not decal 
ve, God is not mocked : if you regard lnye 
quiiy in your hearrs, God won't hear you3: 
Prayer. Poffibly thou art pinch'd, througve 
the puwer of a natural Conſcience flying ud 
thy tace, telling thee that ſuch Lnſts will finlG 
thee at laſt; and this fends thee to ti 
Knees, and then thou cricſt, Lord, Lori 
there be theſe, and theſe youthful Lu{s of mint 
that wring my Conſcience, that T can haves 
quiet ; O eaſe me of them. And thus thaO 
ſcekelt out to pacifie and ſtop the Mouth (1 
Conſcience, and that's all : never comneſt ufc 
up to pradtite this Rule, tw flee rheſe LulkFx 
bur ever likeſt, loveſt, and liveit rhemp"! 
never fell all, part wich ail. and fo mc 
divorced from them ail, to Chriſt, takin 
his bleſſed Yoke upon the*, {avine, Ar, 4 
he alone ſhall rule and reign in then, and ou ol 
then. 


/ 
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pure/Fhem. Oh that” fuch would ponder thar 
ts? naText, Fames 1.7, 8, Ler nor a double- 
Ligh minded man think to receive any thing ar 
Dark: the hands of the Lord ; aud thar other place 
e thayin 1. Tſaiah 19. 16: 14. T am weary (faith the 
DekeLord there). of your New-Moons, and your 
d to hwery Aſſembling is provoking to me, while your 
anew Hands and Hearts are unclean, and full of- 
elf, thin : waſh ye, make ye clean, &c. The truth 
1] Lukis, your yourhtul Laſts in Prayer, do ren- 
hat ander you moſt abominable and odious in 
lafterithe ſight of God : for chey do (as it were) 
ate thichallenge,and bid defiance tro God 3 whence 
_ decgelſe are thoſe thunders of his provoked Ma- 
rd Injeſty 7 in 1. Mzlz. 14. 7. fer. 9, 15, 16. 
r you33. Ezek. 31, 32,33. Chap. 14. from the 1ſt. 
hrougiverſe to the 9. To go and Pray with the 
ing rdol of my Luſt in my hearc, is a mocking 
il] finGod, and God woir't be mocked; nay, let 
to = you, God's anger 1s increaſed by 
Lirfjuch Prayers, and chen I appeal ro you whar 
f min(Good can be looked for from ſuch Prayers 2 
haedlas, iacher Conſulton, than Converſion: 
15 chaO young People, pray remember it, your 
>uth duſts will not only blunr, and take off the. 
neſt Edge of Prayer," that ic ſhall never do any 
 LuſkExectrion ; but they turn thy very” Prayers 
thenÞbto {in, and how likely that is to turn thy 
ſo rÞcart Godwards,' jidge ye. Fo BY 
7,cb Fhus I have ſhewed you bow your yourh- 


He, 4 Luſts hinder Canverſion, as they oppole' 
14 ofthe means of it, Wete there a demand made, 
them: : H why 


/ 


_ to approach unto, that you cannot end 


*— IE Sue bit wn 2 BA I AAS net. nei AL het Ye. 
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why Conſideration, gnd Prayer, and oth fait 
Godly means ſhould be {o irk{ome, and by Th: 
denſom e Is God ſo undelighttul an obſi Abt 
his preſence, or are ſo ſoon, weary in hgll tion 
Exerciles, like a man under a_ heavy load (pet 
Oh no,to raw nigh to Gad in Prayer, istþ 14, 
Joy of holy Souls; bur they are thoſe Lf ted, 

ithia that make it (to our.coxrupt Naturg tem; 
{o unpleaſant, and tedious. And thus} war 
have ſhewed, you, how they oppoſe tþ iras 
means of Conyerſion on our part; and chaj thei 
fore. it is a duty of ſuch ſpecial concernmyg forti 
fo young men to flee youthful Luſts, becaſeth' 
of.the malignity of their influence, expreſly Lot 
650 in that they, hinder Conyerſion. Nate 


I.'come to the. ſecond Head, to ſhew yyin'd 
the-malignity, of their influence as they hy 
ry Youth into grievous Temptations. the 
..2- A ſecond particular of; the malignijper 
of yourhful Luſts inflence lieth in this, this 
In chat . they hurry Youth into grieyo{Luſ! 
emprations. 3.5. | brec 
\, There are, two ſorts of Temptations thmor 
we read of.1n; Scripture, the Apoſtle Janftrau 
ticars of both,, 1nthe 7. chap. ver. 2; andiþung 
14. The former.ſore are no other than AFL he 
ans, , which are for | the probation aporc 
tryal of the Chriſtian's Faith and PariendÞoc 
and with reſpe& to theſe the Apoſtle ſaiit b 
My. Brethren, count it all Foy, when you, (we 
into divers Temptations, ver." 2. And mh 
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| othy {aith, thar God cempred Abraham, 22.Gen:x. 
ad buy That is God-proved. and tryed: his Seryant 


= 


I 


1 ob Atraham's. Faich. Burt now the other' ſort 
endu} of Temptations, are no other than ſqlicits- 
a hgll tions and ſeducements to Sin; and with re- 
y load (pe to theſe,the Apoſtle ſaith in the 13: and 
r, ist} x4; yerſes. Letino man ſay when he is temp- 
fe Luf ted, I am tempted of God ; for God cannot be 
Naturg tempted with. Evil, neither tempteth he - any 
thu] jan. But every man is tempted, when he is 
Ye th drawn_ away of his own Inſt, and enticed ; 
4 chai then when Luft hath conceived, it bringeth 
rnme forth Sin, and. Sin when it is" finifhed, bring- 
becaſeth' forth Death. And hence our bleffed 
preſs Lord teacherh us fo watch and pray, that we 
Nat tnter not into Tempration'; that is to fin ; for 
w ygin'rhis ſenſe js the word nled in Scripture, as 
ey hifSitudtey, orto try, is the proper word for 
the other tempration; ſo megatev is the pro- 
lignijpcr word for  remptation ro fin. And of 
1s, lfthis fore of 'rempration 1r 15 that youtbful 
rieydLuſts are both :the Fons, and Fores, the 
{ breeder, and feeder, the food and fac], the 

ns. t{morher and nurſe, they do both by force'and 
 Janfiraud, vivlemly hale, and: hurry, and ctin- 
and jjningly entice, and draw' young ones to 11n. 
n AL he Devil may flatter you, but he cannor 
n- aporce you : 17's your Luſt rthac opens the 
tiendMoor , or .tempiation could never enter. 
e ſaitfit bath been an old ' praftice of Sinners, 
04: ffwinen they fall into fin, to accuſe and” lay 
1 Mipll the blame: either upon the Deyil, or the 
ſail 7 + inſtru- 


| 
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inſtrument that provoked them. Oh, (y 
they, the Devil owed them a ſpight, and i uh 
he hath paid it ; not conſidering that t *} 
[rue procreating caule ot Sin, 15 a Mans ow 
Lu. Jt muſt. be own'd that :this World; 
jull of Snarcs and TI emprations, to wit Tt 
draw Youth from God's houle, to the A V9 
houſes, and there provoke them to Intemy !* 
rance: and ro. Gaming houles, and the 7? 
provoke them ro conſume their Eſtares, a ;Sot 
precious time : and to filthy houſes, n** 
there provoke them 10 deſtroy chemi 
tor the lake of brurtiſh pleaſures. In this ſe” 
it istrue, homo homini demon : One is a mi 
vil to another, ' 2.e. temprersto Sin. Burg! 
theie are but external movers, the prince 
Agent is thy own Luft within. As one an 
C * Tempration 1 is a Siege, Satan is the Enea? 
* without the Walls, Jabouring to force # 
* entrance ; our Luſts are the Traytors wit 
© in, thar "bold correſpondency with il 
: Enemy withour, and open the Gate of ti 
© Soul to receive him. They are our ow 
Lufts that go over to Satan, in the day 
barte!, and fight agaivſt our Souls, 1 Pet.2 
voung men, your Luſls are like the m 
of Keilah to David, 11 the day of remyt 
tion, 1 Sam. 23.11, Poor David was hat 
and hunted up and down by Sau/,who (oug 
bis Lite: ar length he. comperh: to Keilal 
preſentiy it was told Saul, that David vt 
come to Keiluh, David enquireth of t 
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3 ,. Whether the men of Keilah would deliver him 
ar (6/0 into the hands of his Enemy Saul > And the 
5 ow £4 [1id, They will deliver thee up. Where- 
16; 9p0n David pieſentiy fl-d, and {o eicaped, 
wii! I hus if you follow not this counlel, ro flee 
e 4, Your youthful Juſts,they will certainly deliver 
emp J9u Up in the hour of remptarton, that 
ther YOU will not be able to deliver your own 
. 7 voul : they will berray you, as D4/i/4h did 

'$ampſon, and ler in che uncircumciſed Phi- 
hp P-nes upon you. When Fadas his heart 
« (Was (et upon che Juſt of Coverouinels, how 

miſerably was ne overcome, with many 
Burd CE 'perat : Temptuions, he will betray the 
:ncp/ Precious Lite, and Blood of the Son of God, 
» (a{for thirty pieces of Silver, and afterward 
Mw know what became of him ; to true 15 
co Fat In the 1 Tim. 6, 9, 10. They that will be 

ich (faich the Apoltle) whoſe Hearts run 
after their Covetouſneſs, fall into Temptation, 
nd a Snare, mto many fooliſh and hurtful 
Lujs, S9 when Baſ/aan?s Heart was (er up- 
on this Luſt, he will riſe early, run, and 
Tide till he is weary, that he mighe Curſe 
frael; art length he becomes (through his 
uſt) more deſperate, and ſenſeleſs of God's 
Fury, than the dumb Aſs, he diflembles his 
Lonſcience, coins cunning Evaſions. Q 
Ihe malignity of Juſts influence ! Suppole ir 
;; of<fhe Luſt of Uncleanneſs, what pernicious 
Lo Dpration doch this caſt many young men 
-1,,8Pon 2? frequenting Satan's Seminaries, thoſe 


H 3 Chap- 


102 A. Directory for Youth. 
Chappels of Hell, Stews and Plays, wha «: 
freatimes are Challenges, Stabs, Comba » 
Blood, and Murder : thus have many. va y 
tured as deep as Hell, to gratifie their fikh n 
Luſts, Hence they are faid to draw Iniquii Y 
as with Cart-ropes, Ila. 5. 8. and that th di 
wearied themſelves to commit Iniquity, Jer.g.5 of 
and compared to fed Horſes, every one nei} A 
ed after his Neighbours Wife, Jer. 5.8. wu BI 
carried on with a bruitiſh rage, againſty af 
reaſon, withotit any counſel, or conſiders ar 
tion; this is that which the Apoſtle calle th 
rades iniluuias the cagernels of Luſt , i Je 
noteth a raging eagerneſs. 1 Theſ. 4. 5.) Sa 
that, where it is conſented to, 1t carricth# in 
before it, breaks all ſorts of Bonds, the Ly w: 
of God,the Law of Nature ;, all are bur as in 
new Cords, wherewirth Sampſon was bopti on 
as foon as he awoke from Sleep, he br ne 
all like fo many twine. Threads. An ſ Hs 
ftance hereof holy, Providence, while Iz pri 
writing, affords me,. of a young man, ti Lu 
through yielding-to the Luſt of Concuy ſta 
ſcencey kath plunged himſelf into ſuch dreat Ac 
ful. Temptations, and. conſuming Milerig acc 
that he moves like a Shadow, - and pit 
away... under the maligniry of his Luſts i 
Anence, re the gricf of them thar behaj 
him. The holy Apoſtle telleth us, JM _ 1 
when I,uf hath conceived, it bringeth forth Lu 
that is the outward af of. Sin, aud wheny Ic 
is finiſked, it bringeth. forth Death... TheW the 
Rao OY Nl « 
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yh taphor there uſed, is taken from a, teeming 
nba Mother : now a Mother conceiyeth firft in- 
ve4 wardly, and after the revolution of to ma- 
fikh ny Months, bringeth forth che Fruit of her 
ig Womb viſibly to others ; thus here, accor- 
; th ding to that noted place,Matth. 15. 19. Out 
r.9.5 of the Heart proceed evil Thoughts, Murders, 
nei Adulteries, Fornitations, Thefts, falſe Witneſs, 

aw Blaſphemies. So in 2 Peter 1. 4. all the 
pity atual Corruptions and Abominartions that 
der are in the world, are through Luſt, Oh 
allz, there is a vaſt difference berween our Lord 
t , | Jeſus his being.tempred, and ours; when 
5.} Satan came to rempt him,” he found nothing 
thi in him, John 14. 13. nothing to comply 
La with himy there was no internal temper,, no 
as} indwelling luſt, no corrupe matter co faſten 
opt on : but it is otherwiſe with us, A man's E- 
bra nemies (faith Chriſt) are they of his. own 
2. Hoyſe. O remember it, young: man, the 
lz principal Cauſe of all ehy miſery, 1s the 
ty Luſt of chy own Hearr, if all outward ob- 
ups ftacles were. remoyed, thou mayſt yet bean 
Irat Adukerer,. a Thief, &c. in the ſight and 
ſerif account of God.,, as one hath it, | 


if , Omnia þ claudas, intw adutter erit- 


7s . Moreover, conſider the malignicy of theſe 
1 Luſts, as chey: have a fly, -ſubgile; enticing 
1 property; you-will ſee a-necellity of fleeing 
them: O-young man,. thy Laſts atc-:as 
ww He  decelt- 
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deceitful to betray you with Smiles; an( Stole 
Kiſſes, as they are violent, -and deſperate y ſeere 
ſtab vou with temptations to bold and blog! (ell 
dy perpettrations of fin. Your Luſts not 0s} what 
ly rempt by haling, and hurrying you of a br: 
co ſin in an imperuous manner, but they alf| he fr 
tempt you by flattery, and putting Trick} no, t 
and Cheats upon you ; inſomuch that it chan 
next to impoſlible, that you ſhould ever fles} will | 
and avoid the Cheats, except 'you flee you] Wed 
Luſts that are the cheaters. Ah how man} betra 
thouſand of young ones hath Luft {lain thy} he ſh 
way; fitly may that be applied here that doth 
15 ſpoken of the Harlot in Prov. 7. 26. Sht isan 
hath ca(# down wiany wounded. Solomon ww his V 
a wiſe man, yet Luſt made a fool of him and | 
Luſt hath much ef the ſubtilty of the oli} And 
Serpent in its blinding Sinners minds , if Lepr 
draweth young men to ſin, by drawing{| tor'e 
vail over their Conſciencesz thus enticin} Wed 
cthem-on with fair 8 flattering Promiſes, of Thar 
while pleading” the [weerneſs and pleafur] from 
of-yielding, and' giving way to its delire| his $c 
and folicicationsz at other i times arguiny| thirty 
ab utili, the profit, and gain,the honour, and| Thus 
prefermenr. Hence the voluptuous, ani} Yout 
unwary Youth are -enſnared;, as you real}as yo 
frequently in the Proverbs 1. Chap. and tt|Wick 
7. Chap. *promiſing themſelves | abundand] Meat 
of fatisfation; in. yieldirg ro: their: Lulw thin 
18.'Yer. of thac 7. of the Prov: ' Conte lerare' fi 
taken filk, 'and. folace our felves with : ! f Pead 
71Todb © > Sol 
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hi. Stolen Waters are ſweet, and Bread eaten in 
vl! focret is pleaſant, Prov. 9. 17. Doth Ahab 
»/ {ell himjelt ro his Luſts 10 work wickednefſ; > 
9. what gratis > Oh no, his luſts promite him 
of a brave Vineyard. So Gehazi, whar will 
If| tie frame and uttera Lye for nothing 2 Oh 
k| no, he ſhould have Sheep, and Oxen, and 
th! change of Rayment, &c. So Achan, what 
& will he {in for nothing ? Oh no, there's a 
um] Wedge of Gold. So Jadss, what will he 
m} betray innocent Blood for nothing > Oh no, 
bs! he ſhall have thirty Pieccs of Silver. Thus 
ha! doth Luſt cept by flattery & fraud, and all 
kt is a meer Cheat ; for,pray,wWhat gor Ahab by 
i his Vineyard 2 Was ic not the ruin of him 
ni] and his ? oh it brought forth Grapes of Gall. 
Ji And what got Gehazi by his Lye, bur a 
i| Leproſie entailed upon him, and his Heirs: 
4] tor'ever? And whit got Achan by hiss 
nf Wedge ? It is the notion of one upan ir, 
tl That it was a wedge to cleave aſunder his Soul 
re} from God : And I may add,toclerve afunder 
ref his Soul from his Body too. So Fudw his 
ny thirty pieces purchaled him an Halter. 
nd} Thus for a Juſts pleaſure, multirudes of 
nd} Youth are rempred into it by meer flattery, 
al} as you may ſee in the 2@. Fob 12: 14. Though 
hel Wickedneſs be ſweet in the Momh, yet the 
nal Meat thereof will turn to the Gall of Aſps 
Within. And in Prov. 9. 17. Stolen Waters 
"Ware ſweet, 8c; bur they conſider not, that the 
wt Dead are: there, and that her Gueſts are in: 
«WE the 


LY 
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the Depths of Hell. 1 have: read a Story « 


a Roman Soldier, who was. by a Coun 


Marſhal condemned to dye for breakingh 
rank, to. {teal a Bunch of Grapes; and; 
he was going to. execution, . ſome of -t 
Soldiers envied him, 'that he had Graps 
and they had none, (faith he) Do ye en 
me my Grapes, I muſt pay dear for them. j 
may we ſay ot all the pica{ure of your Lak 


Ks laſt a&t is always Tragical, it ſeryeth & 


young man as Abſolom did Amnon , Wir 
his Heart was merry with Wine, then h 
killed him, 2 Sam. 13. 28.' Or as Fael, 
enticed him into her Tent, and gave hit 
Milk, and layeth him to fleep 3 and then/$ 
put her Hand to'the Nail, and with theHamme 
ſhe ſmote Siſera, ſhe ſmote off bis Head, ww 
ſhe had pierced, and firicken through k 
Temples, Juds, 5. 26. O- youhng men; i 
your Luſts, yield not ro their enticement 
when they would draw; and: tempt yd 
with the bait of pleaſure 3'. remember the 
isno nuthin all ics protfiſes. Oh prafti 
chat 3' Heb. 13,  O' venture: not upon i 
forbidden Cup, when'ir ſparklerh- with pit: 
ſure. Your Luſts will-promile-you-a Pati 
die, and ' pay:you with a bryary and-the 
ny Wilderneſs, where it -you have a mil 
co be torn+ with - Boſhes,: \fed with, Allv 
ſtung With-Serpenrs, ſcorch?d with Burnivy 
and. that everlaſting, you may: credit»thl 
youthful Luſt. And'this'brings\me- in 
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third and la. Particular, expreſſive of the 
maligniry of youthful Luſts influence, viz, 
That they haſten your DeſtruQtion. 

2. Flee youthful Lufts, becauſe of the 
malignity of their influence , in thas 
they not only hinder your Converſion, 
hurry you into Temptation; but in- the 
laſt place, in that they haſten your deſtru- 
Qion, as you may read in thele following 
Scriptures, Rom. 6. 21. What fruit had ye 
then in. thoſe things, for the end of them is 
Death? And in verſe 23. The Wages of Sin 
is Death. 1 Pet. 1. 11. Abſtain from Fleſhly 
Lufs, which war againſt the Soul. Rom. 8.13. 
If ye live after the Fleſh, ye ſhall dye. Matth. 
18. 8, g. If thy right Hand offend thee, cut it 
oF, 8£C. OL no Etring 1nto Lite cternai, 1/a. 
lo. Now in yain were all thele Revela- 
tions of the determined and immutable 
Will of God in his Word, it continuance 
in your Luſts, could ſtand with impunity; 
and: eſcaping deſtrudtion. I know that the 
yain hopes. of eſcaping, is a mighty encou- 
ragement to the voluptuous. Youth, whoſe 
Heart ſtands. bent upon his. Luſts ; but if 
once -his Conſcience comes to-be throughly 
convinced that his luſts will moſt furely-find, 
him our, that his Damnation..lingreth: nor, 
ſlumbrech notgbur is baſtening apace-towards 
him; ſothat be-may as wel! hope not'to. 
dye, as not to be: thrown-into Hell. when he: 
dyes: oh: then what crembling lurprilerts 
$10, *; 
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the guilty Sinner. Now in order to the 
awakening theConſcience of wild and wan-' 
ron Youth, to flee their yourhtul Lufts, le 
them bur weigh this Argument taken ou 
of God's Word, who hath pererapcorily 
declared, that he will by no means clex 
the Guilty ; but is angry wich them every 
day, and hath revealed his Wrath from 
Heaven, againſt all char perſiſt in their Luſt, 
let them ſteep their rhoughts in fuch terrible 
& tremendous Scriptures, as Deat.29. 18, 19, 


20. Lef there ſhould be any among you, whiſe 


Heart turneth away from the Lord, and it tt. 
meth to paſs that when he heareth (or read- 
eth) the Words of this Curſe, that he bliſi 
himſelf in his Heart, ſaying, IT (hall ha, 
Peace, though T wath in the imagination 
mine Heart to add fin to fn. What then 
O pray mind, and lay to hearr what fol 
loweth in the 29. verl. The Lord will nt 
ſpare him, but then the anger of the Lori 
and his jealonfie ſhall ſmoke againſt that mai; 
and at! the Curſes that are written in this Bu 
fpall lie upon him: Alſoin Fob 5. 3, 4 El 


phaz (aith, I have ſeen the Fooliſh taking 100), , 


but ſuddenly T curſed his Habitation : and ill 
the 27. Chap. ana 13, you read, this is thi 


Portion of a wicked man with God: and! ; 


-7. Chap. 5. Their triumphing is but ſhort} 
and their joy but for a momemr, So that # 


toon ſhould God ceaſe ro be God, as tht! 


Sinner that goeth on in his Treſpaſſes, ſhould 
ol 
g 
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go unpuniſhed, the certainty of whoſe de- 


| {truction depends upon the irrevocable W1ll 


of God : God hath faid it, the Lord hach 
ſpoken ic, and it ſhall come to pals. Alas 
we that dwell at eaſe, and enjoy our health, 
are not able tully ro conceive, what the * 
power of the Lord's anger and wrath is, 
which he hath revealed againſt Sin, and Sin- 


' ners Some indeed as they have been 
' drawing near, and Jaunching out 1nto the 


Ocean of Erernicy, have had ſuch fights 


"and views of it, as hath icar'd, and affrighe- 


ed them wich ſuch amazements, that they 
have cryed out (inducias ſq; ad mane) truce 
bur til] che Morning : Others, O that T had 
never been born, call time again: Others, O 
Lord, let me live on Earth,though it be but the 
life of a Toad. J] have allo read of one, 


'\. Who ſaw Hell,bur in a Dream,or Vifjon,and 


he rerror was ſo great, that he would have 
caolen ren times to dye, rather than fee and 


; feel lo great horror again, But as to: our 


Yourh that look at a Death-Bed many years 
oft, they can {carce imagine what an aſpect 


| this will have at a dying hour. Now at 
- prelent it ſhews its faireft f1ile, bur when all 


Masks are pulled off, ic will be quice ano-: 


| ther thing ; you may ſee its ſtinging efficacy 
: 1n.ene ZZ. Iſa, and 14. Now in the days of 
: your vanity and pleaſure, this Argument 
and Realon is Wrapt up like a Flag about 


tac Siatf: Hell and Damnation are bur as 
it 
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it were in ſemine, and your perſiſting in $i; n 
is called a trealuring up of Wrath again. $ 
that great and terrible Day of Wrath th 

is approaching ; and hence you are (ecutt : 
careleſs, and all quiet. But oh that youny E 
people would but think what a dread! n 
ftighr ic will kave, when they come to lk Þ, 
down with their Bones full 'of the Sins Pp: 
their youth, and their Souls bronght dow! C 
to the ſides of the Pir, as low as Hell, | th 
their yourhful laſts O' with what: uney 1s 
pretfible rage. and fury will' their Con(g, dy 
ences then refle&t on their | fore-paſt Sin! {ir 
You read in Fames, that when Luſt is coy; an 
fummare, it bringeth forth Dearth, and th; Tec 
Ring:of Deach is Sin unmortified ,unpardoy Bu 
ed, & this brings'co a terrible Bar, Judge ,anf to 
Sentence, Depart ze curſed, 8c. '$o that het, loc 
inthe final iflue of your youthful luſts, the 00 
will-(it you flee them nor) caſt you 1a Pet 
the-Fire of Hell, wich an utter deſtruQio Lit 
from the preſence of the Lord. See hery Jon 
how God hath hedged (up your finiul wi Ete 
with -thorns to ſtop you; and reſtrain yut the 
from yielding to your filthy ard torbidde MY 


Lufts; and allo to fprr vou'on to breal wW 
through all the: difficulri-s: and object  furc 
that lie in- your wav to' Repen:ance a | bey 


Converſion; 'thar ſo when the: Deyil, > ©0 
the: Lufts of the F'eſh obi-@'azainſt rhe $4 10 1 
verities, pains arid Jabour- oi +bþ:ndoning they 
andforſaxing . your Da/ilab-corruprions,vt 

| miglt 
- ? 
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Sit might have ic in readincis ro anſwer, Avoid 
ain}. Saran, what tell you me of pains 11 parting 
thi with, or departing from Sin; do not. you 
cut; ice here in the Scripture, is ir. not writtep,that 
on} Eceroal, Pains will be my Portion, 1t I flee 
| not my youthful luſtsz and what are the 
o |; pains of parting with my lufts now, com- 
ns pared with the, pairs of parting with God, 
ow. Chriſt, and Heaven, andthe undergoing 
, b! the pains of Hell's rorments, the Fire that 
ney 18 never quenched, the Worm that never 
"nl, dyes > O Devil, that would(t tempt meto 
Sin. fm; O vile Luſt that wouldſt entice. me, 
co. and draw me. to fulfil your ' unreafonable 
i th; requeſt, is ir. eaſte to dwell with everlaſting 
dox Burning 2 If 1, dwell with you, and hearkon 
ear} to. you, it 1 flee you nor, I muſt dwelt and 
her lodge for ever and ever in Topbet. .. Is it 
| Not better ro: dwell with Lyons, Bears, :Ser- 
ia Pents, Adders, | here in a Wilderneſs -alt-nay 
ix Lite on Earth, than abide-with you an hour 
her! longer 2 ſeeing that I run the hazard of an 
ag Eternicy of T orments in - that hout, ::and 
y yet the only way to provoke. God to fhorien 
)dt& My Lite on- Earth, is to yield to my hufts. 
cl What it I ſhould gain a liulc beaſtly-plea- 
| ſure, or perifſhing earthly treaſure, by: &- 
an} beying my youthſul luſt >» whar then ?:when 
ll, God takes away..my Soul, Job 27.7. S« and 
c $110 Marth. 16.25, 26. What is a man profited 
though he ſhould gain' the whole World, and 
bſe his own Soul> What can a man give it 

— exchange 


112 A Directozy fo2 Yoitth. 

exchange tor his Soul? Wherefore as Miſs ( 
{pake ua the Congregation of 1/rae/ In} T, 
the caſe of Kirah, Dathan, and Abiran,! y 
laying, Depart I pray you from the Tents i ( 
wicked men, and touch nothing of theirs, lil, g, 
ye be conſumed m all their Sins, $0 | ſay. x 
you, young Ppcople, flee your wicked luſls, y, 
rouch nothing of chem, left: you be conſu.) , 
med. It was good counſel rhe Angel gave: T 
Lot, Flee out of Sodom, eſcape for thy Life ye 
look, nor behind thee, left thou be conſumed in h,; 
her Flames. But it's more mercitul coun: gy: 
ro:you to flze your yourhtul laſts, inaſmuch! py, 
as it's better the-Body were ſwallowed up in! ar, 
the Earth, or burnt to Aſhes in Flames, thail |g 
that your Souls and Bodies ſhould be [wa ye 
lowed up in Tophet, and burnt un the Lak! th; 
of Fire and Brimftone, world wichour end, ay 
as moſt certainly it you' fleenort your luſt, ye! 
they muſt be. O young people, ft you ſtay; jr | 
with your luſts, -chey will undo you, Soul! þzy 
and Body, tor ever. Who would not fi Lg 
from. Plague, Fire, Sword, - Famine, &c! Pi; 
Alas your. Luſts are worſe' than all thele; thy; 
while you abide 111 them, the Wrath of Gil. byt 
abideth on y\u , John 3. 36." Its all beth der 
within the reach of the Wrarh : of (06, Sin 
within the rail of his ſtorms © what 1sin & 
then ro be juſt nnder it 2 Amos 2.14. Hot 
much more dt*{ireable were 1t:to Jie op 
ro famine, Peitilence, Bioodſheds, &c. that 
ro be expoics io the Storms, and ſtzoke #bris 

Gol 
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loſes God's vengeance. Oh whar is there in your 
/n} Luſts, that ſhould ſo bewiich you, as to 
'an,| yenture your eternal ruin and deſtruction | 
5 f for them? and judge ye, whether it be 
, 19: poſſible for any one of you, co do ny ching 
Y 0: more direRly ro the ruin of himſelf, (tho' 
ulls; you ſhould ſtudy for it ſeyen years) than to 
al! g00n impenicently in the fulfilling thy Luſts. 
gait That judgment that in ir ſelf is flow, and 
Life, your living in a courſe of Sin, moſt certainly 
d tl haſteneth its execution. Ir's true, God may 
nk grant you frarcher parience, bur you cannot 
nul! promiſe your ſelves an hours patience, you 
UP 0; are nor ſure of being out of Hell one hour 
that) longer. But if God ſhould ſpare thee ſome 
War! years, as is the Caſe propoſed by Solomon, in 
Lake thar of Eccleſ. 8. 12. Tho' a Sinner do evil 
end, an hundred times, and his days be prolonged, 
lult; yet what then > ſhall ic go well > Oh no, as 
1 Rajt je tolloweth, ſurely it ſhall not go well with 
Sul; him, The Iniquity of Ephraim ( ſaith the 
: fl Lord ) i bound up, Hol. IJ, 12. And 1n 
Oc! Pal. 50. I held my peace ( (aith God ) and 
nele; thou thoughteft me ſuch an one as thy ſelf: 
f Gul but T will reprave thee, and ſet thy fin in or- 
bein der before thee. This is enough to make a 
Go Sinner's Loingto tremble, ro conſider, that 
ts Fin the day of God's patience, while he con- 
Hofrinueth impenitent,ic is no other than a trea- 
aring up wrath againſt. the great and ter- 
irible day of wrath. Oh! how many of our: 
ke Qbrisk and jovial Youngſters fancy they ſhall 
Got © pF hear 


; 
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hear no mort of rheis Vanities and Senſual; 7 
ries; | becaule'Gad hath born with rhem i {| 
cheir paſt Follies," rhey * contlude all's over 
and done with: But he ic known ro you © 
God hach (as Job ſpexketh ) fealed vp yur $3, 
yourkful Sins in + Bap againſt the day4 N 
Jadgmenr, ft” which day 'God will reck« 6g 
with you forall, even tram the Sin th 7g 
dave ro you in your Mothers womb, totk 
Jaſt' Stn you cotmmir in "this World. If yw yo 
the ner your Luſts by Repenrance, there y 
no flying Divine Vengeance. If you adv! ;; 
orte to cry Peace, Peace, behold wit at wh 
fudden detttuftion is coming upon you, # f.e 
ciding to the unalterable Law of the gia gp 
God, Pal. 58, 21. But God ſhall wound "of 
bead of his enemies, and the hairy ſcahi {ee 
very one that goeth om in his treſp«ſſes: ul to y; 
m_'Eake 19.27, O the matign influencet the 
cheir Lufts! there is no flying fucure wratl tg ; 
except you Hie your prefent Luſts. Fucure & gelg 
Fay;alas ic's in patt come; for God is(as I tw he 
you ) angry every day, and his wrathalt he | 

erh on you m the rchreathing every Ml 1, 21 
ment; how foon execution may It by. 
who knoweth > methinks it's like a Mu rof,, 
factor's being npon the I adder, there v# thar 
nothing bur © curning off, and he is go# diſt 
Conſider,' What a fearful thing it s 10k You 
into the hands of a, tiving God ? Hebr, 10% to ch 
Then how glad would'you be to flie or 
his hands i you could 2. as you read? Luft, 
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1a Fob 27. 22, yea, how fain wquld ſuch fl:e to 
Lk the Rocks, Mountains, Hills, and there be 
Wt olad. if they would. bur fall upon them , to 
YM cover and hide.them from the wrath of a 
you Sin.- revenging God 2 Rev. 6. IS, 16: 
0 Now God commands you to flee Sin, and 
CK) ſo. make an eſcape from the fulne(s,of wrath 
Mm tocome : Bur it you be contentious and dil- 
Ot obedient, why then he bimſelf will not ler 
j# you eſcape, Hebr. 2. 3. That's a ſtartling 
7 Queſtion in 1/a. 19. 3: 4nd what will you de 
Vi in the day of vigtation, and in the deſolatian 
'W which ſhall come. from far? to whom will you 
,% flre for help ? and where will you leave your 
fn gory ? methinks that other Scripture in ob 
I 5.1. might pur. yqu in. fear 3 Call now, and 
1)! [ee if there be any that will anſwer thee, and 
U ro which of the Saints wilt thou turn ? Alas! 
Ke the Wiſe Virgins could not help the Fooliſh 
ral to a drop of Oil ; no, no. Saints, and An- 
©& gels haye but enough tor themſelves, they 
1% be ſure can't help you,and be ſureGod won'c, 
1} he hath poſitively cold. you. fo , in Prov. 
MW 1.28. Then ſhall they call, and cry, and ſeek. 
lt but T will not hear, becauſe I called, and they 
Mu refuſed. From the 29th. verſe. the 24th.of 
WE that.Chapter, you have the Riches of Grace 
$0 diſpliyed-on God's part, in calling prodigal 
** Youth, ro-Repencance. And from.the 24th. 
04 to the 2Gtþ. verſes, you have on the Sinner; 
nu? garc, the malignity and. poyſon of youthful 
" Lufts exprefleq in. their refuſal. And then. 


| 2 from 


' 
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from the 26th. to the 33d. you have th 
Epicomy, of all Miſery ; Then ſhall you cal 

on me, but I will not anſwer, &c. Otha 
young Men did but fee the Truth of thi; | 
viz. the certain and ſure deſtrugion tha | 
they arc pulling down upon their om: |, 
heads, while they ' embrace their Luſk | 
W hen the Diſciples ſaw themſelves in dat. | 
ger of drowning , they earneſtly ſolicit } 
their Lord and Maſter Chriſt to ſave then, | 
Matth,8. 25. But do you hear young Mai 

you are in greater danger than drowning 

you ate in danger of damning, When jb: } 
was under ſome fearful apprehenſions d | 
this, ſee how pathetically he takes on, 

Job 10. 3,2. I am weary of my life, I wil 

ſpeak in the bitterneſs of my ſoul. Twill ſy x 
unto God, Do not condemn me. When Nin: t 
veh rard this Argument of deſtruQiut c| 
baſtening within 40 days, O how were the d 
concerned ; they prociaim a Faſt, and cloatt u 
themſelves in Sackcloth, confeſs and forlakt | 
cheir Sins, &c. O Young Men, At 
you tempred bv the delights of Senk! d 
then place theſe Terrors of the Lord agait ] 
thoſe fenſual'Foys. Ler me ask you, Coult G 
you be content to be caſt inro {calding Leat d| 
for a Bariguer 'of Wine 2 Or for a drop lil 
Pleaſure upon Earth, to have an Ocean in 
Torment in Hell > See L»ke 16. 25. Son lt; pe 
member. 1hou in thy life-time hadf thy gut ta! 
things,*and Lazarus his evil things; now Ws lo 
6:5 —k cab 
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'7e the comforted, and thou art tormented. So that 
2A al, hence you ſee the Reaſons why it is a Duty 
D tha of ſuch ſpecial Concernment , for young 
f thi, people! ro flee their youthful Luſts, becauſe 
n tha! of rhe propriety of their inherence, and the 
* ON! maligniry of their influence z and that par- 
Luſs ticularly as they hinder their Converſion, 
dat» hurry them into grievous Temprations, and 
licitd haſten their deſtrution, which brings me to 
> then, the laſt Queſtion. ; 
Men! | 
wait, Queſt. 4. and laſt: How young People may 
en 76 bet praftiſe thu their ſpecial Daty, viz. To 
ONS 0: flee youthful Lufts. EE 
on, *\.\ | 
I vil - Anſw, Before I proceed to the' con{1dera- 
ill ſa tion of diſtin Rules and Remedies ſuitable 
| Nin! to each particular Sin that Youth ſtands in- 
udiot clined- co, I ſhall, by way of Premiſe, lay 
re th down one general Rule, which will be of 
cloati unanſwerable advantage to you, if ic be du- 
a ly attended unto : And I do beſeech you n 
\ Att 


| Iiberarely bethink your ſelves about it, allow- 

-eAN q ing your 'poor Souls therein ſome due pro- 

Son 4; portion- 'of tirne, as the weight and impor-. 

by gi ance'of this Rule requires, which /is' as fol- 

whit loweth, vis. REL Tong v8 < PALL ha It #2 
7 


| 
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' See thar in the firſt piace,there be the-groun 
work of Regeucration, and ſound. Conye 
fion cf your Souls to God. The: ſucceſs 
all other means will depend on this. a 
the fatal miſcarriages. of both young andd 
in the matters of Religion, principally. atl 
from a Non-attendency 40;this: For wan 
this it is, that there .luddenly ſpring wy 
rwany rotten Profeſſors, to many 49} w 
hatf-Chriſtians, ſuch multizudes thar after; 
ſeaſon fall from their Profcthon, and 08 
looſe and: vain, turning. the arace of God: jn 
wantonneſs,; and returning with the deg to 
"_ and with the ſwine.:to: the wallowi 
ain in the mire ; twice dead, plucked up}. 
, e roots,.48. Fude \peaketh, ver. 12. Tan V 
it bath hcen a moſt ſtartling Spectacle z inn 4 
time I haye: (cen, ſame young ones : aWaks ; 
ed, and. galled in their.; Conſciences , in 4 
much thax.they. have aot been able.10 reju 7 
crying out, and under. the efficacy -at 
frength of thele Conyitions, they haven 
= 7, gone, io work, making Vows's 5 
ile, Q. what they woAtd., be.,and Af tf 
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ny 


[ xd Dpd ve, 5 £2 ioe, it, Any 
have t9ld bak Wirhin a lex mon 
yr RW fagh 4 poſtarcy frawsl 
ng the ways: God,. they well 
fertainly have ſaid wich Hazel, Areoreby pn 
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oround that we ſhould ever do fo ?' Yet I have ſeen 
Conv it, all their carby Goodneſs hath proved” but 
ucces 4 as' an early Dow, and a''morning Clond. 
1s. Now whence 18 this 2 Or-to what can it He 
r and more reaſonably and truly impured, than 
fly a to this grand Error in the Foundation 2 viz, 
r wan Their Natures were never changed by-c6n- 
1g up| verting Grace, there never had: bcen the Tth- 
no} w plantation of a Principle of ſaving Faith, it 
I aiter! orafting them Hrito Chriſt: Car the Puſh "grow 
nd pro withdut mire? or the flag” without with ? 
God; faith Bilfad,. in Fob 8. #1. - So here : Can 
deg #14 it ever be expefted that Convidtions ſhould 
wallm be maintained” and improved: to a. right, 
hed ul regular, and conftant abandoning your Sins, - 
Tan without a Principle of found Converſtqn'd 
& ;ing As foon may the Bird'flie without Wings,or 
awaks a Man run without Legs, ar move-np and 
es ,| in down withoir Life, as you can aright flee 
to rey your Luſts/ without -a Principie of Grace. 
-acy a Peeing, 1 told you , (in: the opentng: the 
haven words ) import:d A ſpir tual" motion fron 
ows'a Sin, to God; now , in-all ſpiritual motion, 
1d te þ there muſt be a ' ſpiritual life. Beſides, this 
11d-:hy 1s God's Order;-as you may- ſee in Ezek.'36. 
enSlan 26, &c. firſt it runs , T will give yott a new 
& ; Ay Peart, and T will put a new' ſpirit withiv you, 
y ſha there is the Principle of renewing Grace; and 
mon{ then it- followerh, I will cauſe you to watk 
ul '” my fatutes, there is the heavenly motion: 
/ gl, The truth is, all'other helps will in the iſſue 
ep prove helpleſs -and all attempts ro ſubdue 

= 35 I 4 their 
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their Luſts, on leſs and lower Principles thy 


thole of ws cog , and Faith cloliy n 


with the perſon of Chriſt, ſo as to. unite  {, 
Soul to him, will all, ſooner or larer,bewry ,, 
their Vanity, like thoſe that 'Jabour in t ,, 
very Fire, and there is no profit in all the ,, 
labour ;z or like. thoſe filly. People, that « 
ever learning, but never come to the knowlh 6 
of the Truth, remaining in the very galli 
bitterneſs, and bond of iniquity. Hence 5, 
Saviour firſt expoſtulates, and asks the Qu | 
{tion in Matth, 6. 16. Can Men gather Grup. 
en Thorns ? And in Matth. 12. 33. and tht p 
he anſwers it, and determines ; Make, fait y 
he, the Tree good, and the Fruit will 5, 
good. | 

] bave often thought, what pity it 1s, th 
ſo many Prayings, Faſtings, Solemn Alf 
blings, Tears, &'c. ſhould all be in vain, a 
fruit els, and never reach the end, viz. Et 
. nal Life, bur end in the loſs of the Soul, at 
of God for eyer. © young People, if inal 
thing you need a light to guide your Feet i 
the way of Life, it is here, to ſee the uit 
impoſhbility of eyer being effeually diys 
ced from Sin, without Union to and wi 
Chrift, and the Inhabication of.. the Spirit « 
Grace, transforming and renewing you! 
your minds. An 1mperfe&t work , havi 
ſome apprehenſion of Sin and Miſery , at 
ſome fears and affeRions for; a ſeaſon, wi 
then ſome apprehenſtons and hopes of ” 
| 


© = ja =y 


_ OO 
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INT 
es the cy , and all. theſe without being humbled 
cloln chroughly, and ro purpole ; ſo as that Sin be 


Ie th gxch an intolerable evil and infupportable 
XW1y burden, as that the poor $2ul cannot bear, is 


& 


not able to live wichout freedom and delive- 


ll the rance, bur is conltrain'd to flie for Refuge to 


bat a 
owled 
gall 
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Chriſt, that bleſſed Hope, ſet forth for poor 
Sinners. | ſay, an imperfe&t work in theſe 
things, is the banefu] miſery and ruine of 
Sou's in our time. Alas ! until there be a 


cumftantials, and ſemi pzrſuaſtons in Soul- 
matters, ever lay the Ax to the root of your 
Luſts, ro ferch out the core of Sin there, and 


l ſay the Enmity that is ingrav'd in your 
' carnal minds againſt God and Godlineſs 


there muſt be a deep, inward, powerful 


| work, ſuch as may carry the Soul through 


the pangs and ſtruglings of the New-birth, 


- out of it ſelf both as co Sin, and irs own 
' Righteouſneſs, quite over to Chriſt; or elle, 


In a ſhort time, your Luſts will regain their 
ſtrength,and become more miſchievous than 
ever, like the Man 1in the Goſpel, Mar.12 43, 
44, 45. When the unclean ſpirit s gone out of* 


Ml @ man, he walk: th through dry places, ſeeking 


reſt, but findeth none. Then he ſaith, 1 will 
return into my heuſe from whence 1 came out, 
: and 


122 A. Directozw faz Poltth. 
and when he i come,he findeth it empty, ſar 
and garniſhed. Then geeth he, and takethmi 
bimſelf ſeven ather ſpirits, more wicked tha 
himſe'f, an1 they enter in, and dwell there 
the af late of thit man is worſe than the ju 
mer, So in Hebr. 6. 4. and 10, 26,, if 
2 Pet, 2. 20. OQ then above all, You 
Ones, {ee to.this, that there be a (ound Cy 
verſion, as the ground-work of, all, for y 
on this the very hinges of your Souls {al 
tion turn. ' Hence our blefled.. Saviour i 
John 3.3. pronounceth, Except 4 man ben 
egain , he cannot ſee the lingdom of Gul 
herefore again and again, | adviſe Youy 
Ones to ſee to their Foundation : ir were, 
conceive, much.better. for a Man to be « 
ceived 1in-thinking himſelf unregenerat 
when he is regenerate z than on the: othd 
hand, to deem himſelf regenerate, when | 
1s not. The former miſtake indeed 1s aff\t 
ing; but the laſt is damving, It a condemi 
ed MalefaQor conceit he hath a Pardon, ail 
has none, he may go pleaſantly to the W 
lows, but he: won*c: be able. ro hold it whe 


L 


| 


he cones there : The Lord: open your ext 


and hearts, and cau'e: you ro fee and fee} th 


truth and power of this firſt general Rule,s 


Means, in-order tothe flecing your yourhl 
Luft: 05 44759 wo nn | 


Now I ſhall proceed + to lay down tha G 


diſtint Remedies, ſuitable ro- each particul# 


Luſt- that young. People ſtand bent: on wh 
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And here:again 1 muſt entreat- you, as :you 
have any regard to- theiglory of God , and 
your own; Salvation, and would not be con- 
demned with ungodly and impenirent -Sin- 
ners at Jaſt;'that you do net reiuſe to-pur in 
practice what ſhall be raught you. in the.fol- 
owing Rules, how to flea each particular Sin 
that you :;are {o prone tz and now I ſhall 
begin with that which ſo .carly appearcth, 
even in_your very Childhood, and wotully 
growerh: yp with you to riper years: Name+ 
ly. that airiveſs, vain: raſhneſs, - and. care: 
lefnels of ſpirit and converſation ; all which, 
| at large: and. diſtinQly treated -on. under 
the firſt Enqpiry, viz. What were'thoſe Sins 
that might be more eſpecially called : youthful 
Sins 2 Now Joralmuch. as theſe - three -bor- 
der {o-.near and cloſe. upon each: other; 


| 1 halls,: for the Cure of 'theſe, preſcyibethis 
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Remedy or Means, againſt youthful Va- 


nity, Raſhneſs, and Inconſiderateneſs. 
_ The Firſt Remedy. eld 


Pi Ndeavor get, and-keep an awful im- 


L Pxtlion wpon-rhy.heart all day, long, of 
God s. Omnjpreſence afd:Omniſcience: that 
You cannot fic from-him, becauſe he is every 
here 3 ARG that yau'cannot hide or conceal 
y15y5 | any 


—_ 
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thing from him, becauſe all thingy at 

Ke th, open to his All-ſeeing Eye. & —_ 
what time thon art ready to pour out thy a 
hearc in Vanity and Froth,catechize and ch = 
ſtile thy feathery and light (pirir, afcer thi res 
manner : Doſt thou now remember th Ch 
Creator > Art thou” aware of his holy by _ 
and Preſence > Canſt thou blear and blnt _ 
the pure piercing flaming Eye of Heaven! r 
What, wilt thou dare to pilter, :ſteal, be uw: 7) 
durifu!, and he, while the jealous ſin-reveny, " 
ing God ſtands by 2 Thus would bur Youn = 
Men preſentiare the Majeſty, Frmgarng re 
Ommlcience of God to themſelves , wa 2, 
midſt of their juvenile Extravagancies, of Th 
would ic awe and fill their Souls with crew; ofa 
bling ? one AſpeR- of this Eye 'of God, q N 
able ro make the whole Earth tremble, ?/; 'T 
194-32: He looketh on the Earth,and it tris be 
bleth. And Fob ſpeakerth of ſome _ whey 
the Murtherer, che Thief, the Adu T penn 
that to be ſeen in their Sins,” is rothem Fw 
greateſt terror imaginable. Fe 24- ! 7 - 
z man (taith he) ' ſee them, they are ot By: 
rerrors of the Shadow of Death. _ 7 or 
young People, I:appeal tro you, what 4 no 
and holy ſeriouſneſs would _— \ pane 
you, did you always thus ſer _— tbe i 
fore you, as David! ſpeaketh in the 16; Wins 
8. and at your right hand, = wean J 
you 2 could you? 'durſt you be {o er OT 
ckle, unſtable, rofledi'up and down b. 


; 
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- 2h; every puff of windy pleaſures > Oh no, and 
4 here let me'ada this, viz. repreſent to thy 
th Soul, what an Eye it is that {teeth thee? It 
cy. may be'you may fancy, that God ſees as 
thy man ſees.” Scripture ſpeaks of Sinners 
th! thinking that God 1s ſuch a one as them- 
Ty, ſelves, in 50. Pſal. 22. Alas man may ſee, 
blns and not {ee, as we ſay, 7. e. Wink, and con- 
yer! nive at thy youthful Sins, and not be ar 
ty! all diſpleaſed with thee : Bur Ged's Eye is, 
cap. (7.) an holy, pure, ſtrict, obſerving Eye; 
zum there 1s nothing can eſcape his knowledge, 
,an, Whereſoever you are, whatloeyer you are 
' th doing, you are ſti]] under his obſervation. 
hoy P/al. 11. 4. Hu Eyes behold, kis Eye-lids try 
rem. the Children of men. Hab. 1.13. Thou art 
1, i (faith the Prophet) of purer Eyes than to be- 
Phu hojd Evil, and canſt not lcok upon Iniquity. 
ras That is, canſt nor with the leaſt approba- 
ne fon, nay, canſt not without grear indig- 
ere Nation Jook upon evil. O vain Youth, 
th remember that an argry, holy Eye is upor 
| {thee, in all thy irteligious and vitious 
Courſes, in all- thy furious and precipitate 
he Evil Ways. And then (2.) conſider it is 
feq; 20 Infinite Eye, 'cemprehending: all things 
k i; Paſt, preſent, and ro come at Gnce, (29 
] ( ntuitu.) Many things confour'd us, we can 
pj:be intent upon nothing, but ina ſucceſſive 
eu way things' done many years ago elaple ; 
ai 2nd flip our remembrance ; bur it's not fo 
wi With God,” with whcm a thouſand years 
ye ate 


F 
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are but. as one day... See that Ig. Fab, 
Thou compaſſe#. my Path, ſaith, AY dy oh 
Jing down, and art acquainted wit ? Fay Y flo) 
Ve 7. Whither: hall T go from:thy, Spirit | 
whither ſhall I, flee from ade a : [ - 
afcend up to H-aven, thou ars there "1 : 
make my Bed in Hell, behold thou art be as 
Tf I take the Wings of the Morning, and ty ol 
in the- attermo#. parts of the Sea, event # - 
ſhall thy Hand lead me, &c. 'SUIc, "I 7 ;, 
men this would call in your vain, d lu 
ſtragling choughts, and une your ar ay 
Spirics ro: the teat of Go? holy om 0 yo 
yau-believe and remember Goc?s infiy wy 
Preſence. There is a Story,of a pious "y oo 
ve.met With, who being deſirous to © a "= 
an unchafte Woman, .trom her lew T9 
vile Converſation, took this courſe s br 
her, he came'ro her, pretending to og 
ſorne wanton dalliances with: =p ll 
It might bedone with all privacy ; i} ci ' wy 
upon led him from Room to Room), Þ char 
be. ſtil made many icruples , leſt ar , : It 
Window, or thart:Key-hole, this lt 7 
that cranny, ſome or other might C _ bow 
peep in, and elpy them get 5 y Wh KR 
e brought him-to the 1NWarde Ws "LE 
the Houtie, where. ant h ſhe, 1 am wo; 4 you. 
tati none can -polibly pry LI: GH " take 
what. we do, + Whereupon he rold het = 
weeping. .E os, No:bolrs tor bars ag Wh Ma 
our God; no walls; nor doors can, yt 


| 
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vs his piercing Eye; and what will ic profit us 
dy co ſhup;che Eye of man, when the Eye of 
Wo God is {till upon us. ? > Mcthinks this conſide- 
| peek: ſhould change thy youchtul troch and 
fury into a ſerous gravity and tobriety ; that 
j God's Eye upon thee is never ſhut - the moſt 
he waking Eye among men 1s at times cloſed, 
dw but the Lord never ſlumbereth, nor ſleepeth, 
thi P/al. 121, 4. It was excellent advice, that 
' a Rabbi gave to one of his young Pupils, 
ul Three things, ſaith he, I would havethee re- 
rh member all day long; an Eye that ſees thee, 
> an Ear that hears thee, an Hand that rega- 
fig fers all thy Atbions. So. wovld | commend 
A | this to yov, young people, to cure that na- 
lay tural 'Levity, and Precipitancy, that your 
as age 1s {o incident unto. O remember, and 
m. often repeat it ro your ſelf, that God is in 
hat ail places, and nor unly without you, bur 
ride 10 your very, Breaſts and Boſom, viewing 
hat all your vaio T houghts and Imaginations, 
x and all your vilc Lults and inclinations : ' So 
þ, thar if you have a mind to be merry and 
$6 joily for rhe {pace of an hour, or two, with 
o that Mirth, which the Wile Man callech 
ng Madneſs; ] beſcech you before you aover- 
m4 ture upon 1t, firſt try if you can find our 
| ſuch an hour wherein.God's Ey: is not ' gn 
gi YOu, and then you. have my conſent, . to 
BY chat hour for that mirth : Bur ſure] 
ke 209, no ſuch hour can be (camnd, ONr., And 
af then (3.) coniider that this Eye of God 
þ that 


i 
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that is thus holy, pure, obſerving, and in} ; 
finite, is allo an Eye of jealouſic and juſtig}] 
It a Husband have a jealous Eye ove 4: 
Wife, or a Maſter over his Servant, why 
a curb and bridle 1s ir, to reſtrain the on 
from filchinels? and the other from falfdc 
neſs? and it ſo, how much more ſhoulf 
the con{ideration of his Eye, who hath ſtir 
himſelf in che 2a, Exod. 5. the Fealous Gall 


abate, and tame the: wild fierceneſs aj: 


wantonneſs of Youth, eſpecially if yofy 
poſſeſs your Soul with the deep apprfh 
henftons, that his Eye 1s an Eye of Jultdy 
coo, that is, to bring you to Judgment, ft! 
all your yourhful Vanities and Follies. lytc 
this ſenſe, the Propher Feremiah explainetſhi 
it, Jer. 32 1g. Thine Eyes are upon all te 
Ways of the Sons of men, to give every W 
according to his Ways, and according to thW 
Fruit of his d'ings. For God now obſernſ?* 
you, in order to bring forth all into the le 
Judgment z the ſerious thoughts of whidy/ 
made ſuch deep impreſſions on the Heart P 
Avguſtine, that in his 8th Sermon concen#4 
ing the coming of Chriſt ro Judgment, 7 
faith, Ecce in quo periculo inceſſ.unrer conIllg0 
&c. Behold in what danger | ſtand conf” 
nually, theugh I do not continually think 
of it z and the more wretched I, that ] a) 
forget it : for God always ſecth me, and F/ 
my Sins: a firift ſentence always awalf/* 


me: in this condition I am, when I waltf* 


| ad 
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nd in} and when I ſleep ; when I laugh, and when 
| juſtiof Jam ſad ; when I am proud, and patfio- 
over 4 nate, jc ſemper & ubiq; thus I am always, 
» Why and every where: O would bur young 
che on people, when they are in their brisk and 
n 'falky careleſs moods, with this holy man, repre- 
ſhoulf ſent it ro chemlelyes, chat they are thus in 
th ſtil che preſence, and under the: Eye of God, 
045 Gal who hath appointed a dayy, wherein he will 
els an}jadge both quck and dead," ſurely ir 
it yotwould create a trembling in them. Where- 
apprlore 10 the clofe of this Rule, Iec me preſent 
Juſtigyou with a colleftion of choice Scriprures, 
ne, ſathar may be-'as a' continual guide for yourh 
tes. Ito direCt their Paths in the good? Qld way, 
laincfhow rhey may be all the day long in the 
| alltffcar of the Lord, and alſo that may be as an 
very MAngel with a drawn Sword' in their evil 
7 to Ways to reſtrain. their ſteps therein, = 13. 
)bſern27- Then lookeft narrowly to all my Paths.. thou 
the lifettef- 4 print #pon the Heels of my Feet. 
whidg79b 24. 21, 22. For hu Eyes are upon the 
lcart Pays of man, and he freth all his goings : 
oncenFhere i5 9 darkneſs nor ſhedow of death, where 
ent, Whe workers of Iniquity. may hide themſelves. 
conſſ8god 1. 41. Deth che not ſee my Ways + and 
d conf0#nt all my Steps 7 Plal. 11.14. The Lord's 
7 Thi Prone is in the H-avens, hu Eyes behold, hu 
at | aye {ids try. the Children of men, and the 13g. 
and F/+/ throughout; Prov. 5. 21. The ways 

if w24n are before the Lord, and he pondereth 
L watt? h1s goings.” ' Prey. 15. 3. The Eves of the 
> pon K Lord 


| 


199 A DOlcectory. {a2 Youth, 

. Lord are in every place, bebofding the Eyil | 
and the Goad : And inthe 11.v. Hella þ 
Dejruftion are; kefore the Lord, how mu , 
more. 'theu the hearts of the Sqns of wal 1 
Jer. 23. 24. Can any man hide himſelfy 4 
ſecret places, that I ſhall nat ſee him, ful p 
the Lord? Do mot 1 fill Heaven and Eq 0 
Jzith the Lord ? Darkneſs hideth nt ful og 
hinny but the Night feineth a the Day. Al cy 
ig the 27. verl, I have ſeen. thine Aguiteg oy 
and thy Neighwgs,wo unto thee wilt thoy mitl ay 
made clean? when (hall it ongg he. 2 Vieb.qlll of 
But .all things. gre naked qud: open unto if W 
Exes of him mith who we bave to do, Thi wa 
yqu {ce what, abundaiice of Scriptures tha] gn 
are of this Kind, .and there arc. mulvtul er 
more, trading t@ the fame purpale ;, lull you 
It JQtmatcs 19, us, that. we are nas (all you 
pet{wadcd of.this truth, that God 1s alf for. 
preſent with,us, and behplding of us : (af liye 
Iy.che Lord would never urge this, mat qg'y 
i0 ofeu upon. the Chilarcn. of men, Nige 
that. ne knoweth how prone we ate tO Ufyoy 
{tign it, O thetc 15 a world of Arheilmatand: 
wabelict in our. Heart aboyr it... Hen /Wupor 

_ lead P/al 59. 22. Thou thoughteft T as fatally! 

ane 45 thy ſelf, , Jab 22-13. How th Ma au 

know ? can he jttige through the dark Cias 
io: &/al.G4..7. They ſay the Lord fhall nit | 

Aug Exek. 9.9. The, Lord. hath. forſak! 

Earth, be. feetÞ not: And. they [ay ts : 

Almighty," Depart from us, GC. @, tf Wor: 
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Evil tible, helliſh Atheiſm, chat reigns in the 
an hearts of thouſands: Elſe whence is it that 
W ySrvant fþall be afraid of his Maſter's eye, 
ea 2 Singer of his Miniſter's, a Child of his 
elt.y Father*s,” and' a man of his Child?s eye and 
fall preſence, more than of the great Jehovah's ? 
Ee 0 how many declare their Sin as Sodom, 
tm agicher are they aſhamed ; I appeal to you, 
All can you believe that theſe conſider that the 
tex moſt bigh God hath a piercing Eye to eſpy, 
MMA and a powerful Hand to puniſh the workers 
441 ff Iniquity 2+ Would Achan haye ſtole the 
ito if Wedge of Gold or Gehazi took the Re- 
1H yard? or: Hnvarnias and Saphira contrived, 
9} 2nd cold. the | ye ro the Apoſtle > bad they 
vv ben. the Eye of Gad. that ſaw them. - CO 
"$ young meny/.durſt you ;leave, and negle 
al your ſinfiil: atd miſerable. Souls to periſh 
ay for cyer at that rate you: do, did you but 
© i} lye- always as in the preſence of God, and 
may gunder his all-ſecing_jealgus Eye > Where- 
4. Figte | beſeech you praQiiſe this Rule, it ever 
© WMyoy would-be delivered:.from 2 vain Spirit 
MHF4d Conyerfation. I have been the longer 
JF upon this, becauſe ic will-be of uſe thraugh 
 Jalltber&,which'lhope i may diſpatch with 
th Ma quicker hand. | 4 be 
Cath 
nat þ 
ho! 
LAG riding. on ole? Ro _ 
ae Wh to enagete of 1 5 Means 
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Means, or Remedies againſt. that Epiqs 
mical Sin of youthful delaying Repe- 


tance, and Converſion, &C. 


7 Oung People are (as you have hear 
cxccedingly prone to pur off God, ai 

their Sou's, with ſaying in themſelves, I a 
yourg enough, and have time enough to repni 
hereafter, &c. theſe are rhe uſual pleas t 
young people make for delaying their C 
verſion ; and this is indeed the- uſual, x 
beaten Road-to Hell, and the comm 
Snare, in which "Satan entangles mul 
rudes of unwary Youth, per{wading thet 
char irs too ſoon*to-repent, that 1t's'rooea 
Iy tofully, and: ſadden che briskneſs, at d 
beauiy of cheir Yourh, with the mel 
choly- apprehenſions of Relig.on-: but a 
while filly Youthr liſtens to- cheſe char 
the fatal hour of death often ſteals on, us th 
cuts them down, ere they are aware, # 
awake. Wherefore for the Cure and Ren 
dy hereof, I ſhall offer thcſ: following Gi 
fiderations. 53200 


£ 


ter 

Firſt, Confder the danger of Delays & 

thi 

Young People make lictle or nothing to 
putting off the imporzant marcers of 


bo 


Ul 


hingt 
of il 4 


# grow as perem 
& an Inhericance Cork upon them for” perpe- 

tity. But O vain Youth, where ever 
dwelt the man, wh:.t was his Name, thar 
' could ever aſſure thee of anorher day, nay, 
i# that thou ſhalt ſee the end of this day > ls 
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Souls, a day, a week, a month, a year, not 


confidering what an infinite prejudice it may 
4 be to their everlaſting Happinels to negle& 
'| the looking after theſe marcers,though it were 


no more,than for one hour, or oneday: and 


| that will appear, 


1. In regard of the utter uncertainty of their 


| time, and that both of their time of Life, 


and time of Grace. Alas you know not what 
a day, an hour may bring forth ; the very 
next hour may find thee alve, and leave 
thee dead. This is that Which Yoarh are 
nat ealily per[waded of; they fooliſhly dream 
of years, and then they entertain ſo good an 
opinion of the truth of their Dream.,that they 
rory in it, as it they had 


not thy Fleſhgrafs, as well as others 2 view 
the weekly . Bills of Mortalicy; and fee 


> there whether young ones atc priviledg'd 
ns aboye others from Sickne's, and Death. 
0 Let it therefore be ſeriouſly thought upon 
| by young people, that their time of Life 1s ur - 
 terly uncertain,that they are bur one breaths 


diſtance: from, Death and Erernity z and 
though. ic is poſſible that they may live til 
to morrow,. or next Year, yet it's equally 
poſbble char /they may dye befare ; others 

K 3 haye 
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haye been {urprized, who have bad! thy} wh 
ſame reaſon to hope for a longer; titne, a} ## 
themielves; andrherctore they-carinot delay} call 
and put off their Converſion, and rutningh} ove 
God, without notorious or manifeſt dangg} fv 
O be nor deceived, you whoſe conlult} the 
tions have Wont to be wich Fleſh and Blog| 49: 
and whoſe concluſions uſe to bezthat you-ar} £4! 
young, and healthy, and have many Yea] ſho 
to come; and therefore irs time eriough her! fo; 
afcer to repent. Piety is too grave for you tht 
green head, tne caput mortuuin of your oflj Of 
Age, will ſerve. well eriough to: ſerve Galf #94 
with. I ſay, be not deceived, a ſuddej oft 
death may {natch you hence, ard ſend you ti 
guilry Soul co Hell, before your Body be ca} 8 
ried to the duſt; -; for the great: God 1s thi /"L 
ſole and ſoveraign Lord of. your lite ant 5 
time, and ptay {ce how he rebukes the pr} 90 
ſumption of ſuch Sparks, who boaſt of tha 6. 
VYEArs (0 CONE, 12. Lithe 19, 20, T will ſayt| 
my Soul, Sou! then haſt much Goods laid u it 
for, many Tears, take thine eaſe, eat, drinl be 
and be merry. This Prodigal -was neitin} © 
ſick, .nor pofleſſed with any fears of Sicknti | 4 
and. Death, yer {te what follows, v. 20. I ſpi 
God  faid anto him, Thou fool this Nightth) 
Soul ſhall be required of thee : then whoſe fill ®* 
theſe things be 7, Sea the 48. 1/a. 18,.ya aff 
read -of ſome Deſperadoes that: had maded| Uh 
Covenant with; Death, nd were: at aniagt 
ment with Hell + But what faith che 1 , o 
ya | Es, | with © 
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I tel why he rellech-chamn that the vne ſhould be dif- 
it, a) anmadied, & the other ſhonld not ftakd ; nay, he 
dell callech cher 4 refuge of Lyes : and that the 
ibghl overflowing Scourge and Storm of his wruth 
noo! Poutd rend adIwn 411 their lying refuges : And in 
(ults} thef 8.P/47. 9. you read that (uch as are taken 
lood| apay /ving, and 177 his wrdth, before the Pots 
want £41 feel the Thorns, te. fuddenly, and in fo 
Yea! ſhort a breath, char elſewhere they are ſaid 
hel to xo down #nto the Pit in a moment : and that 
you thele rebukes may particularly intend young 
r off} ones, you may (ee 1n the 35. of 7b 14. They 
Golf 8he it Touth, &c. Hence the Holy Ghoſt 
ddait often makes uſe of chat Metaphor Graſs in 
you! the 40. Tſz. 6. and-go. Pſal. 6. In the Morn* 
ecu! ing it flourifheth, and groweth up ,in the Eveti- 
is thi ing it is cut down and withereth. The grafs 
 an{ 8 growing in rhe field, aid, as our Srvfour 
e pr} foteth, ro mtorroſ caſt into the Oven, Matth. 
that! 6. 30. Such is the conditton. of Yoarhy you 
ſai} My be in good healch, in a flouriſhing con- 
zd of dition in mirch and jollity. one day, and 
rial be burning in Hell the next. Theretore flee 
ihr! this Sin of detaying your Repencance, '&c, 
kn ſt was the colinſel of S$9/pmor, who was in> 
. bet fpited; 27. Prov. 1: Boaft wot thy ſelf of to 
bt thi Morrow, for thou knowef not what a day may 
\ hu! Ying forth. q.d. This day God in mercy 
ya Motds thee repent in, &c. bur rrult'nor 
2&4} Upoti a to motrow, that is utterly yncertain 
as} Wherher it: come or no? of if ir dog whe- 
a thet thy Converſion or ry Condenmation 
wht i it ſhall be brought forth or no 2 If ic was 

K 4 ty 
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thy own, and thou couldſt certainly kngy 
tt would be in thy poſſeſſion, &c. they «1 
might be ſome little prerence for thy preſey v 
delaying : bur whea it is another's, and? ir 
is utterly hid and conccaled from thee, wh; G 
ther chou ſhalt live to it orno, how can yy þ 
without certain danger delay till anoke 
gay. He that will adycnture to build 
_ Ground that 1s none of hrs own, muſt loft 
t have all undone, or ovycrtuty?d at t 
pleaſure or diſpleaſure of another. Taw; 
you delay, and profulely waſte the prele 
fcalon and ſpace of Repentance, Whicht 
merciful God indulgeth you with , at h 
' boldly entrench upon the future, which Gy di 
has reſery'd in his own power : how ham: e 
dous an adyenture do you run, for it'sa nt f- 
12 the. civil Law, no Perſon can prom b: 
that which is anothers. Now the own at 
and proprictor of your time is God, andti-tn 
hath concealed the day, the hour, them; p! 
ment of Death's arreft from us, that ſo yu w 
thould never delay, but work out your & n: 
yation to day, while it's called to day : it fr 
command of Gpd takes hold of you att b 
preſent ; the counſel of God concerning h 
future, is kept hid from you: alas fora y' 
morrow, whoſe is it, Seneca the Feat g 
could ſee this, and ſay ſolum temps "A Di 
noſirum; No time is ours bur the preſet 8 
to count upon a to motrrow, 1s. as the tt 'V 
verb runs, To congt your Chickens before W t 
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knoy be hatched. Ir is reported of Ceſar, that he 
they would never let his Soldiers know when or 

prelaj where he meant ro march nexr. So. here 
andt ic is altogether uncertain, ac whoſe door 

, Wis God may knock next by a ſudden Death 

an yo he doth not always lend our the Scouts and 

note fore-runners of a lingring {ickneſs, as warn- 
da ings of our approaching cnrange. But 
| lo& ſometimes in a moment, in the midſt of 
at th youthful ſecurity and jolliry, he lops down 
owt the ſtrong and hcalthfal, while he fparerh 
preſs the more infirm and- ſickly. There is no 
hich? condicion of Life, bur we have inſtances 

, as how it hath been imbitner'd by ſudden 

h Gs deaths occaſioned, and ſometimes bv falls, 
haw ether of a Houſe, or Horſe, or ciſe by 

vant falls offa Houſe or Horle ; and fomerimes 

romt by Fire kindling upon Perſons when afleep, 
own and ſometimes by Water, perſons talling 
andh-tnto it when awake. Again, fomerimcs by 
hem! preternatural Heats and Colds,ſome burnt up 
ſoys with Feavers, others drown'd with Hu- 
ur # mours, ſome choake2d with Quinſies, others 

y: tf ſnatch'd away with Apoplexies, in ſo ſhore a 

1 att breath,that they have got time to cry out for 

ingth help. Innumerable are thete Caiualiics that 

2r2# you young ones lie apzn to, and how dan- 
eathi gerous then is it to delay, though you are 
ths now free from pat, and 192 good health - 
reſeqs may. nar the ſame be aid of many others, 

x ## who dicd ſuddenly, ang ir may. be delayed 

re their Reyentance ou the like grquads as you 
'- FAG | a 
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do. O foolifh and unwHc, who fath by to 
wirched you ! Moreover it is to be Gi y 
ſiteted thac your preſent delzying tA ji 
ror Luſts doth : exceedingly provoke ( 

ord of your Life and Time, to cut fW g 
your Life 5; for how can you” reaſonably 4 $1 
pet that che Almighty, in whom ye lijl of 
and move, and have your being, ſhbilf yi 


minute Duſt and Aſhes, repreſert ro find 
felf' thy danger, if thou delay z the tintFRe 
thy delay, is a titne full of danger upon did 
4ccount, viz. the uncertainty of thy rinitFlits 
Lite. Bur then, | the 
\ 2; Ir is dangerous in tegard of tht gor 
certainty of thy time of Grace. So Wins 
tuppoſs thou hadit an affarance Fallo 
*rhe continuance of thy time of Life'Rgre: 
many Years, as Hezehiah had, yer Wiher 
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h bY would: chat avail- thee,” while ' thou art ar/ 
' OF ucter uncertainty about thy -timg of Grace. ' 
0M if you enquire 'what 'T mean by time '6f- 
e tit Grace. | Anſ#er,. it ſtands «n the enjoy- 
MF ments of the nſual means bf Salvarion, which" = 
ly & are rwo fold ; firs, the outward preaching 
: lik of the Word 3 ſecondly, the inward ſtri> 
\hduf vidgs and motions of the Spirit: rheſe make 
mil} up a time of Grace, which is called an at- , 
1t at} ceprable time, 'a time wherein God may be 
F found, a day of Salvation, in P/a/. 32.6. and 
#2 Cor. 6. 2, Now ſuch a rife much differ- 
z «th from that which the Greeks call yeords * 
m & 7.e. the time of our Life which laſterh as 
ua long as our Lives laft. Alas thete is fhaty 
4 ut man our-lives his time of Grace : hence 
, [elf Luke 19. O that thou hadſt known in this thy 
nd day the things that belong to thy Peace ; but 
ve iff naw they are hid from thine Eyes, The time 
al af of Grace is tenpus labile A tranſient thing : 
ati delay bur one quarter of an hour longer, 
h, Fand chow mayſt with E/a# be rejeted, and. 
0 find no more any place for an acceptable 
initERepentanice ; po ef occafo calva. Ah how 
9n did E/zu weep and take on after he had Joſt 
init#liis time of Grace : he might once have had 
the time of Bleffing withour thoſe bitter Az 
he | js, but he delayed and loitzrd away 
So Wins ſeaſon. ' Great is the mercy of God to 
ce Fallow man a time of Grace on Earth; bat 
ie Wgreat is the miſery of an, as Solomon ſaith, 
r- if Bcrlef, 8.6. becauſe he diſcerns not His _— 
(1 RS who 
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wi5.:can give a due eltimate of enjoying Vil 
the Gyp2l, wherein ſo great. Salyarion | De: 
oftred Sinners, Beholl 1: fand at the Dy the 
and knock, 8c» Rev. 3. 20, Though thou jul you 
play:d the H irlve with many Lovers, yet nl VO 
turn wito m:, ſaith the Lord. Jer. }, 1. van 
Iſrael thyu hat detroyed thy ſelf, but in muy ful 
thy help found, As I live ſaith the Lord heat 
defire not the death of a Sinner, Sc. Ezek. | day 
11. As though God did beſeech you by 4, we pra are 
you in Corit's earl, that you be reconciled, live 
God, 2 Cor. 5. 19/ In the Goſp:1 we hay ano! 
the love of Gd commended to us, in th bis 1 
waen we were Enemies, Chriſt dicd for uf Xen 
we have his admicable Condefcenſton, hy then 
manifold Invitiions, his precions Oval It 
tures, his ſtraage and wonderful Reaſoning 24: 
Turnye, turn ye, wHy will ye dye © Nis ret that 
rat&d Calls, T/a. 55. I. Come, come, vn | 

three times in one verſe. O the incompy ing 
rable love and kindneſs that is diſplayedy Ben 
the Golpel ro poor Sinners. O that tha! %/ 
was in young People a Heart to underſtaf "ie 
thele things that concern their Peace 1n tf ©70; 
their dav, before they are tor ever hid {ta 96 
their Eyes. Sure you would not ſhuffle a Wet 
ſhift off th2fe bleſſed offers of Grace: wif WOre 
dilatory excuſes, did you but conſider ln Ar 
ſoon the Marker will be over and ganc, -bn 20's 
{oon your plenty may be curn'd into peniſh ,*Y 
a Famine may ariſe of hearing the Wal Lord 
of the Lotd,and thy Soul periſh for way wb 

it 


. ” 
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yin) Vion, thy Teachers may+be removed by 
1" 4 Death, natural or civil; or God may ſend 
Dy) the Goſpel one way, iand thee another. * 'O 
4 jul young man, ' now thou haſt the Lords 
et 14 Vajce.in the publick 'Minifiry-'of -his Set- 
1,f vants, crying to thee, Flee, flce thy youth- 
» my fil Luſts ro day; while called ro day : +O© 
rd/| hear bis Voice this day, this hour of the 
k. x] day,” Without any} longer dclay, for you 
2 pra are wholly uncertam whether (it you ſhould 
led live till a ro mortow) eyer you ſhall - have 
hand another Call-; - yon are not rhe! diſpoſer 6f 
\ td bis Offers and Calls': ſometimes God hath 
or of bxen- quick with [Sinners, hehath invited 
| hithem ro come in and they. not regarding, 
Jed be hath immediately rejeRted them, Luke x4. 
ning 24. For I ſay wnte you, that:noneiof the men 
rel that were- bidden,: ſhall taſte: of my Supper. 
ww} 1 berefore take heed, it is.daiigerous defcr- 
mn ing 3* that which the Lordifpake' of Judg- 
ed wear, and Afﬀition, in the 1:0f Nahbung. 
chad 1 will ' rnake an niger end : Aﬀiittion ſhall not 
Rad iſe 1p the ſecond time, may be tulhiled 'cau- 
a df <rding his gractoay coffers and invitations jn 
(ra the: Go!pel ; poſſibly the Lord-willmake an 
2 of Wer end of {peaking,, you may never heat 
wil Sore from him; be ture he will at laſt-corwe 
of {0an/ end of calling, and: you are por fate 
4 hol bm'thepreſenr Call: may be ins taſt: And © 
in] 0ow deplorable'ts a 'Sinner's caſe-when the 
Na bord: ſhall (ay. .Becanſe 1 have called, and 
ne Wn bave refs dg, 1 will call no-_ more. for _— 
inn > 7: 
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he that is unjuſty tet him be unjul fill; q 
he that is plthy, let hing, be filthy fill, Regl br 
' 21. Which briugs .me to-ſpcak of thell (i 
-<and Branch, wherein thy time of Gd le: 
. conhifts, and: whereof it. is conſtituted, nant @&, 
uy the inward ſtrivings. and motions oli gr 
Spiric -of God, how: vncerrain-.thale af ri 
-99 that- ſuppole thoy hadſt an aflurang, pet 
the contipuance of the outward Calls oli we 
Word, yet what afſurance haft thou oj pr 
wward firivings and; operations of the y be 
$14, withow: 'which all 4he outward -.mat wc 


Will be ineffeftual. Alas! bow long my gu 
We poor Miniſters ſtand ar your Doors, af pre 
&nock- and.,call, Awake. thou that fly! to 
£;.\and ariſe; from the:Nead.; er'c one tell 
fg will fur,:nawgl that omniporent Aol Prc 
Pit forth: his virtue and ipflaence.- - As My 
Waters ob:Batheſda had og fanative bealiy the 
 Yertue, in then; -cill-the Bogel at a cena fi7i 


Line of. the 1day; moved afid* troubled 11s 
\Waters :: .\&,:.Jler Miniter's abilities af 4 / 
gtjts be; whar they will;:chcy. do but ploy tha 
Upon. theRotks, as it were, anntil the Sp '\ 
concur 10 tak away: theldiony Heart, ay 4s 
Qpeh- choſe fron |: Gates-:ofcth2 Sou), avi} 
id. Lydia's {!!/Now thivÞlgfied Spirit daf 1b 
ordinarily: Sw time of bearing the» Way (3 
efford. tojimicn, -eſpecialljr:3o;- young): ou and 
many good Motons ang Exdigations tot the 
peurabce, » in. Enlightnings, , wkwakeningy 7 
{80g their Sins before \ chew; ny q 96 
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a bloody. guily .and condemning nature. 3 
| bringing them into firaits of Conſcience, 


firring up, atieftions and good purpgſcs. of 


| kaving their Sins, PN them upon, Pray- 


et, and COMIng tO Chriſt, &c. All which 


4 pretious Motions and workings at the Spi- 


rt with the Ward, in the Souls of young 
perior.S,. are choice Mexcies ; and. 14 they 
were wiſe without delay incontinent)y, and 


| hae: comply with the ſame, Ir might 


as much as their eternal Happinels is 


al worth : whereas on the conrary, if they 


quench thele bleſſed motions, by delays and 
prorogations,, as Fe/zx did, it may amount 


tothe damage of Damnation, and whacan 
d tell. whar that, amounts tO, 


ell. whar ), God may. be 
provoked fo. withdraw his Spirit, and. fay, 


L My Spirit ſhall trive no niore with them, For 
i there is. nothing nuore, uncertain than;.the 
| fifivings and Motions of, the Spirir of Gad, 
| itis cempated to the Wind that bioweth mhers 
t fteth, Joby.3. 8. It is got. 1 ke our Tydes 
if (par COME: ,A7...Cerrain, and It times,  fO.that 
| il you miſs. che Morning 1voe, vau. way 


akc the Eyeving ; no, DO, bur ir's}ike. the 
VW:nd which foretimcs ries, as We lay, and 
then all of a  {udden falls and lieg full; 
kgnenmes. it Lloweah qui of ane corncr, 
ang.then the quite conttaty Ways. ſo. are 
the workings: of the Sptric, . he may geal 
with thy, Sou] t0. day, and atict wards withs 
graw from, rhee;, move in your Flor one 

_- an; 
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and for hereafter be tor ever ſilent : at FE 
therefore thou ſhoaldſt do as the Marine FD 
who k 10wing that he hath nor the Wing py 
at his own command, and thar- he canngl 
make his Voyapge' without its gales, whi 
doth he do ? why he lieth by and wa cf 
eth for the ſeaſon, when rhe Wind mak my 
tor him, and when ſuch a feaſon comet, ifte 
he s careful to lay hold of it, - and to hoit ts 
up-Sail and be gone. So ſhouldſt chou way 
young man, never imagine that- thou half ;.- 
the Spirit of God at thy command, or thiſ 
ever thou canſt fail ro Heaven without hiþ,,.... 
gracious Gales, but diligently Jie by tl; ,, 
Waters of the SanfQtuary , waiting an, 
watching for his ſacred Movings thereon}g... 
and when thou haſt them, then immed{;, 
ately and ob: dienrially open the furled Sal g,.. 
ot thy Soul, and ſay, Adored te thy hl ( 
venly Majeſfy, for this gracions Vitation ih, 
thine to me a wretched Sinner : Welcont 
welcome to my blind and hard Heart, aq, 
theſe Convittions and Pulſ.tions of thine. eq; 
Het me not miſcarry and periſh between Convill, _ 
ons and Converſions but perfett thy work, detth;, ;._ 
Lord, now thou haſt me on the Wheel: Ove. 
fift not thy operation, 1ill thou haſs 'formed ly... 
a Veſſel of Mercy. and brought me our a Wh, . 
Creature in forming Chrif in me. Thu, 
chou kind ro thy owa Soul, in being cal. -; 
ful ro cloſe with the peeſent' advantage 
which ares vouchlatcd rg rhee in” this Wftzice 

tine 
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and} time of Grace, and encourage thy ſelf in 
ney this, rhe Spirit of God wilt: be with you. 
Vind 2 Chron. 15, 2. The Lord is with you, white 
ant ou are with him: if yort ſeek him; he will be 
wha found of you, :but if you forſdkg him, he will 
uh 18 you of. O conſider the danger. you 
Ke run, whett you put off all with this here- 
th! after, hereafter you will obey his Motions, and 
nol receive his Infrufttions: This 1s the ready 
0} gay to be for ever deſerted and caſt off by 
ll jim. le is reported of Hannibal, that be- 
wailing the loſs of his opportunity that he 
x if once had to take Rome, he ſhould ſay, Fhen 
"MI .co/d, I had no mind to take Rome: When 
an Inwonid, I had no power. There will be, 1 
fear, innumerable, and incurable inſtances 
©; the other world, thac will confels to all 
dll E-erniy, that when the Spirit in cheir time 
"of Grace, wooed them to repent, and be 
" Jconverred, that their Sins might be blotted 
"Jour, they had no mind to it; but when 
They would, atrer their deſertion and re 

.,.yjection upon a Bed of Death, they had no 

Lower, O young men, who now put ir off, 

Melliris never enough conſidered by you, what 

 Mfinfinice hazards you run, of periſhing tor 

 Mever; a white longer, and a while longer; 

"Jad almoſt rained Augztine, when he was 

Sl oung. as him(elf owneth, in his 8:þ Book 


ot Conſeience when "1e won!d not aniwer 
"the Convictions of the necefliry of Repen- 
«paice, he craved Forbearance not to do 


pl! L ir 


0:4 
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It yet;l know noi{ſail{ gon 
Non ev at | 

veritate korn e) what tO anlyvg (erin 
tum verba lent (F ſunmolen- DEINg Convinced with 
cn "_—_ __ _ the truth, bur . on | 
ulum, ſed modo 6s modo K E Lp 
oy CD 4 ine _ _"- k priſt 

paululum in longum ibat. I mY aft 
Aug. in Confe anon , ſuffer ne they 
; little : bur anon, all gon. 
anon had no meaſure, and bear with why he 
a little, held long afterwards. In Clap. If Jere 
of that Book, he finding the Devil fladg:G 
ing his Soul with per{waſtons to defyhar 
his Repenrance, ar laſt he violently brallihe {; 
out a4ſque quo Domine, quamdia ? quam trit of 
cras, © Cras? 'quare non modo? quare had 
hac hora eft finis turpitudinis mee? O Witin 
God (faith he). how long wile thou lullhin } 
me chus 2 How long ſhall I ſay ro moriaſe tl 
and to morrow?2 Why ſhould I not dofSoul- 
now, and this hour er:d that filthinekF*one 
Life, which otherwiſe will ruin me—+ hath 
It is pleaſing to Satan to ſteal away our aſt 
ctous jeaſons of Grace one after anotiff'yer. 
uncil we have not one more remainilf*rhar 
O young man, who. is ir, think you, then 
ſuggeſts that Corvina Cras as Auguſte AFneve 
it, cras, cras, if you have been ignof*mor, 
hitherto, know it frcm this day for a llf*cony 
certain rruth, itis no other than that lyaFhig c 
Hell, the Devil, and ſure I am he hatbJ'thou 
way lo plauſible and politick ro circunWſneve 
thee, as by hanging thele weights of 0calf 4lun, 


© J 


— 
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la pon thy Soul, and thereby lerring and hin- 
Wl dering thy preſene flight from Sin ro Chrilt 
1 4 ith an hereafter is time enough; fo that 
MW hou mayſt conclude upon this, that more 
feriſh» chis way chan any other, for Satan 


if a6 prevail upon few, to ſay peremprorily 
Ir they will not repent ; but chis 1s the com- 


M fon. ſnare and baic wherein, and Where- 
! by he cakerh multitudes, IT will turn to God 
If fereafter 3 for theſe delays provoke the God- 
au o Grace ro take away his Spirit, and then 
Ie whar can the miſerable Sinner do. Ic was 
the ſaying of an -Eminent Perſon, The Spi- 
1 Writ of God is 4 tender thing, grieve it once, 
? Mand you May drive it away for ever, and then 
Mis not your crying, Lord, Lord,that will fetch 
lull him back again. * * Thou mayſt intreat (to 
Wile the words : of that bleſſed bel? 
WfSoul-converting Preacher ) for 4" ako a fb 

: anger ' of de- 
one dram of that. Mercy char ferring Repen- 
1 hath been offered; but thou' trance, © 
{haſt rezeted' 4 bur ir ſhall ne- | 
Iver. be grame to. thee : God may clap 

Fthat fearful tentence upon thee, Now 
Whenceforch never Fruir grow on thee more, 
"never Repentance cone into thy Hearr 
Fore. If now chou wilt not repent, and be 
Fconvetred, che Lord may ' fet ic down in 
af his decree, that from this day forward 
F'thou mayſt fumble about thy Sins, but ſhall 
k never ger victory over them ; thou maylſt 
blunder abour Repentance, but never 


yy - 5 L. 3 * do 


” 
L1G 


up 


Rs 
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* do the work; what is the reaſon-2 why 
* becauſe I woald have purged thee, -an( 
* thou- wonldſt not, therefore thou ſhy 
*.not be. purged any more. O young me 
there is a time wherein God: will not 
found z he will not always wait' your | 
ſyre, your pleaſure z how long or how ſha; 
your time of Grace will laſt, is hid fr 


yan: Repentance is God's gifr, and Giky 


are given according to the good plealy 


of the giver : It is a great miltake to.thin} 


that ic is at your pleaſure to call ir dow 


6&5 F'% 
—_ 


from Heaven at your need, to convey ya! 
to Heaven, when you feel your ſelves fab 
ing into Earth z bircer Experience hail 


taught mulcicudes of ſhuffling delaying $i 
ners, the deluſions of ſuch conceirs, whilei 
their immoderate purſuit of their Luſts the 
have” endeavoyred to ſtop -the mouth 
Conſcience with' promifes that ere low 


they would. take -time'ta' conſider and 
colle& themſelyes, and - return to God, ul 


the' mean While, ſtifling and lighting tr 


mertitul motions of the Spirit of Grace, i 
a ludden, e*re they are aware, a filent ang 


ſeerer decree paſſes againſt them, Let the 


adane, they are joyned ro therr Lufts, whid} * 
chough ir make no noiſe in their Heady 


yet - it eftetually ſealeth up their Hearti 
an-incurable obduration and hardneſs. 

now I appeal ro you upon this confidete 
tion, viz. :the -uncertainty of the _ 1 
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Grace, wherher Delays are not unſpeakably 
ail dangerous, fince no man knows whether 
ll the next day. will afford him ſo much as a 
| poſſibility of Repentance, it he pur off arid 
.\v defer it this day. Wherefore, O young: 
' man,as ever thou wouldſt not be forſaken of 

* God, and have the things of thy Peace for 
"ml £VCr hid from thine Eyes, and the dreadful 
Gi puilt of innumerable Sins ſeal'd upon thy 
ſar} Soul, O flee this youthful Sin of delaying 
vin Repentance a moment longer, 


1 2, Confder the Impiety and Wickednels 
jy of Delaying, for ic doth in effect {peak 
pail thus to God, The real loye and delight of 
x} my Sow is in my Luſts, I deſire thee there- 

ſis fore to ſtay for my Repentance till here- 
they after, and by no means to puniſh me while 
$4 1 ſhall be proyoking and diſhonouring thee 
ns inthe rract of my youthful days; give me 

ir) leaveto be a faichful Seryaut to divers Luſts 

1.) and Pleaſures while I have ſtrength and ſpi- 
4d Tits,and then when I grow impotent,and my 
- of Luſts turn me off, | pray thee to accept 'me, 
uy and grant me Heaven, O what monſtrous 
el Blaſphemy and  Impiety is 'rhere in- ſueh a 
high Ye deportment cowards the Blefled God, 
al 2nd pray is there not ſomething of this in 
rol very delay ; ic ſheweth evidently chat chou 
Anl gore thy Luſts. before him, yea, the 
Verif's ſervice before his- O tranſcendenc 

« @ dorteid' Wickedneſs, (that ever a' reaſonable 
ahetd: | L 3 Crea- 
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Creature ſhould chooſe to be employed if you 
the Devil's work 'and drudgery, before thal ent 
molt gracious, noble, honourable ſervid Th 
of -God. O young man, Jet Conſcieng the 
ſpeak, is the Devil fo real a Friend, ſo god ther 
a Maſter, or is there ſo much pleaſure it gift 
. being a ſlave to thy Luſts, as that the Lat yer 
of Heaven and Earth, the Author of th| girl 
Life and Breath, ſhould ſtand by and tl in / 
till. they are in the firſt place ſerved, an} con 
then when the Devil and thy Luſts will di # D 
mils thee, God ſhall have their leavin whi 
I beſecch you Jet Conſcience judge in tht follc 
caſe, whether Hell ir (elf can exceed lu} And 
: Ulngodlineſs. Suppole your dear Fath cred 
_ that begat you, or your tender Mother th O tl 
bare you, ſhould knock at your Door, af belli 
Intreat an admiſſhon, and you ſhould lf Fit 
. T har at preſent they muſt excuſe you, tin 
are a company of I hieves, Murderers af wha 
. Adulcerers that you muſt firſt attendaf Gra, 
entertain, &c.. Would not this be the * 
.demned as a piece of, vile. Inhbumanigfthe 
And.can it be deemed (in the preſentaha lo 
.2 leſs picce, of, Impiery ro pur ſuch an hyteve 
-aff;onc..and dignity. upon the Great Giffſeck 
-as'When: he graciouſly invices.you to brafFour 
: off your Sins by Repentance, that he'miffing | 
_fbew you Mercy, to put,;him. off, as Fſ»bo/ 
&id Paxl, Go thy way for this time, 0 perif 
. afer..(poſibly) 1 may, arcend, bur for niſhi 
 - preſenty there -is the, Deyil;and: a trainqto fi 
624.4 "3% ol 1. 
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d i youthful Luſts ſtay for me, and I mult give 
that entertainment to them in the fiſt place. 
Ive This withopt 'a1 Hyperbole, may be ſliled 
end} the Maſter-piece of Wickednelſs, the Mo- 
Pool ther of Abominations : it isa plain contra- 
ret dition of, and dire&t oppoſition to the {o- 
Loi veraign command of our Maker, who 
th fairh, Ecc/eſ. 12.1, Remember thy Creator 
ſtal in che Days of thy Youth, before the Evil days 
an} core, &c. God ſaith, To Day while it is calied 
14 ts Day, repent: And you lay, No, to day 
vin while it is called to day, 1 muſt rejoyce and 
| th follow my youthful pleaſures and delights. 
lf And ſo you put the lye upon God, and 
ati credit the Devil, who is the Father of Lyes. 
tif O this Sin of Delays hath a world of re- 
a bellion in it, and Rebellion is as the Sin of 
] lf Fitcchcraft. Moreover the impiety of this 
the Sin' will further ' appear, if you conſider 
s MW what a Scorn it caſts upon the admirable 
da Grace of all the three glorious Perſons of 
cogthe Trinity, as if not worthy of acceptance, 
nigf}the Father's Love and Wiſdom to and for 
ala loſt World of Sinners, in decreeing and 
| big revealing of Jeſus Chriſt his bleſſed Son, to 

afleck and to ſave what was loſt, opening a 
bref Fountain, and ſealing a new and everlaſt- 
mit ing Covenant of Grace in his Blood, that 
Full whoſoever belzeveth, and repenteth, ſhall not 
hell periſh, but have Everlaſting Life. O aſto- 
£# niſhing Love; was thete any need for God 
104 to ſtoop to offer uadane man a Coyenant 
out £ L 4 of 
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of Grace ; bur his ways ate not as ours, 6 ' 

Now this yourhfa! $ia of Delays ſpurnel| | 

at this Bowe: and Bolom, Mercy and Loy] | 

of God the Father And can this (| 

thought to be a little Stn2 O vunpul 
| 
| 


rallel'd Wickednels, of what a Scatl 
tincture and bloody nature is this Si | 
O young man, conlider it, take ha. 
of ſhuffling 3 . here thou wilt be apt « 
think within thy ſelf, thar ſure chis is not fy] | 
Whar 1 guilty of trampling on the bowl ( 
of Go'ds mercy, which I venture to oy 
off, turning to him a little longer ; tarl| 
it from me to do (6 great wickedneſs, I nf | 
ver ict:nded any ſuch thing. O deludy 
Youth, come fee thy guilrine(s cre it lf | 
x00 Jate ro remedy thy felf. . The Gy 
and Father of our Lord Jeſus revealerh a 
_ publiſhech his eternal thoughts of love 
poor Sinners, that had deſtroyed chemlelv 
alloweth them a day of Salyation, andy 
ceptable rime to come in, and. be fayed Wi 
our Exception, though he was the offend 
ty, y& be proclaims fury is not in my. 
| have no pleature in. the death of Sinn 
I am willing to be reconciled, lo I ta 
toung our a Ranſome, I have bruiſed « 
awn Son, and {lain my own Lamb, to 
a ſacrifice for Fig, and a Saviour for Sinnd 
him. have I ſealed and (er forth to. be 0 


only. propicatian for Sin rhrough Faith 
als Blaog : ſure. they wil}-peyerras! | 
| . $0 


$1] $n, and admire my Grace in offering him, 
al aad irive who ſhall firſt receive him : ſure 
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wtty Knee will bow ro him, and every 


x Mourh contels ro. him, whar leſs could be 
i expeted. Now then inſtead of this, to 
a cave with Solomon's {luggard, a /ittle longer, 


2nd a little longer to embrace and enjoy our vile 


e he [ufs, which according to the tenor of the 
apt | 


Goſpel, cannot one moment be regarded 


Bt 0] nd loved withour a maniteſt rejeftion of 
: bow] Chriſt: I appeal ro you whether your pre- 

to pl &nedelays are not a notorious deſpiſing the 
3 farld Riches of Gad's Goodneſs, which Sin 15 4 


1 ſpiſed. 
# wickedly theſe delays do vilifie the Grace 
lf 0! our dear Redeemer, who though he 
q wasrich with the Riches of the Deity, he 


| moſt bitter provocation of Almighty God, 
q who coul{1 every moment confound ſuch 
1 delpiſers of his Grace. 
| Will an earthly King bear ir, that his de- 
ul ſending below himſelf ro ſpare and ſhew 


What think you, 


mercy to obſtinate Traytors, ſhould be de- 
It is alſo to be conſidered how 


beught ic no robbery ro be equal with God, 


y yet fuch was his amazing Grace, that for 


our ſakes he became poor with the poyer- 


{ ty of our humanicy; he rook npon him the 


form of a Servant, he was a Man of Sor- 
ows, and acquainted with Griefs, and 
berein the days of his Fleſh cndured the 


W contradiction of Sinners, the temprations of 
j| Ktan, the curſe of the Law, the 


bicter 
wrath 


SK" 
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wftath of GoJ, and the accurſed death qfiC 
the Crols, and all this tor Rebels, Enemia|q 
O infinice condeſcenſion ; and after all chilm 
is done, hc comes a wooing to our Doonſn 
and follows us up and down with the (wegſhi 
motions of his Spiric, and with the (trow[# 
motiyes of his Love,in dying for us: pleading 
O Sinners, why will you dye? 1 am Jeſt: 
who dycd tor you, turn unto me, my Hean| 
1s towards you ; what could | have dont 
more for you to win you, to redeem you, 
than I have done. O remember how ||vc 
was. wounded for your Sins, Behold ny 
Hands and Feer, reach hicher rhine Hand: 
put it into the hole in my fide, look upajde 
me in the Garden, and on the Croſs, anl}lt 
trace me there, when my Blood trickle 
down my weary Body, and ſee how [ |ofec 
ved you, and whether ever love was likg' 
\mine to you. O that the Lord wouli}m: 
pleaſe ro make you, ſenſible, young peopkſite 
and cauſe you to apprehend the crutch aþal 
this, that Chriſt doth really thus plead wiſh 
you, to know the things of your Peac|{l 
now in chis your day, and to flee youſte 
youthful Lufts wirhour delay. And hereiþon 
pray give me leave, withour the leaſt prefien 
varication, to repreſent to you the impiod| kn 
nature of this Sin of delaying, as it is a0 
ſpiſing and contemning all this rich Grat] Me 
and Love ot bleſſed Jeſus. O young may[Vb 
while thou delayeſt , thou rampebg | 
i. i 


th « 


Mie, 
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Chriſt's precious Blood, thou embraceſt and 


II ch 


qpeneſt ro thy vite Luſts, and Chriſt is 
made to {erve, to ſtand without in the 


Joog|mean whiles is 1t not enough to provoke 
(wegſhim in fury to be gone, and never return 


{trong 
ading 

Jeſy 
Hear 
* dont 


more til] he come ro tentencerhee, ro go ac- 
arſed into everlaſing Fire ? Young man, 
has not Chriſt's Blood a cry ? does it not 
ay to Heaven tor Mercy to poor Sinners ? 
2nd does ir not cry on Earth to Sinners, O 


| YOU, 
10W | 


ale your enmity, throw down your 
weapons of hoſtility : O repent, repenar, 


Id nyad | will appeaſe and quench the Flames 
Handſddivine Wrath, that your Sins have kin- 
© upaſſded, &c. Now delays, ſo long as they 
s. anaſt, are a dire oppoſition hereunto, it 15 
rick equivalent with waging war againſt cruci- 
7 ] lp)fed Chriſt ; ir is interptetatively a conſpi- 
xs liwfracy with the Devil againſt Chriſt. Young 
woul{} man, were you aware of this, CO) be aſſured 
zeopkſite hand of Foab is in this, there is a pe- 


d will 
Peact, 
you! 
here] 


alir enmity in Satan: againſt the Blood of 
Chriſt, as it 1s a Sinner's ranſom, while him- 
lt is left bound with eternal Chains ; hence 
bc ſubtilly endeavoureth co ſirengthen the 
nfederacy with thy yourhful Luſts by pre- 


{nt delays, which if he can effet ; he 


knoweth it ra be a dire compliance with 
tim,co vilifie thar healing Plaiſter of Chriſt's 
precious Blood ; and how dorh he inſul: 
'vhen he can prevail herein, ro keep our 

miſt, notwithſtanding all his wooings , 
plcad- 


"hy 


| Creature. O with what humble thank. 
Hearts ſhould we receive ſuch a meſlenhy 
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pleadings, and to keep up the preſent lew 


againſt the bleeding dying love of Chi Ge 


Country you periſh, if you live after 
© * you muft dye. 


berween thee and thy Lufts, as he ar 


certainly does whilſt chou delays. O you Fu 
man, never forget this argument api 
this Sin of delaying: ir is a Sin dir a. 
And then it is a fin again{t 'the bleſſed $, 
Tit, the third Perſon of the ſacred Trian®* 
who proceeds from the Father and the Sj, 
and comes in the miniſtry of the Word i 

wardly to ſtrive with you, to convince iſp, 
of Sin and Miſery,in order to a revyealingh 
Chriſt and hisRighteouſneſsro you for wy, 
Salvation. O admirable Grace ! that theH you 
Ghoſt,chat heavenly Meſſenger ſhould vouſy,, 
lafe to come under a Sinnet's roof upon lie, 
a deſign fo advantagious to a elt-deſtroyiy, 


C 


chat leaves thee probably many ninety nll, 
better then thou arr, and comes to kg. 
fecretly whiſpering and breathing. Ollik, 
thy youthſul Luſts ro day, while it 18 a 
cd to. day, return, return, O prodigal yotthy,, 
there is Bread enough, and'to ſpare i lg; 
Fathe:*s houſe : it you ſtay here in ti 


Jy ce 


O young ones, your Delays muſt . on 
provoke and highly affront the bleſſed Ya, 


+rit, they caſt a Scorn upon him, to ſtſhe 
his mehring Perſwaſions and Motions hit jr 


nai 
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"M:aighe, and at the ſame time the charms 
© Md biſfings of Satan, that helliſh Charmer 
Jad Serpent entertained. O how cutting, 
4<0-nd bitterly provoking would it be, to a 
irel compattionate Facher,, to fee a rebellious 
Chi wn ſtopping his Ear to all his loving and 
ed god Advice and - Connle}, and opening it 
noche vide inticements and ſeducements of 
K Me fellows. How was Facob troubled, 
v0 Chen his Sons Simeon and Levi tebelled,' 
Ct ter. 3 4. 30. Te have troubled me (faith their 
aling ather) and made me ſtink among the Inha- 
Ol Vtitants of the Land, the Canaanites, &c. O 
he fl young man, when the rwo Spirits, that of 
 YOdyeaven, ava that of Hell, come to thy 
on (te, |, and knock for entrance, and thou 
troMeneſt to Satan, and ſhurteſt out the Spi-' 
hanFof God by delays; this cannor be done 
cflehout an high hand of rebellion, there 1s' 
1 1 Þbundance of impiery in ir- for herein thon 
0 "alteſt a contempt on the' Spirit: if ir be a 
O! i recating thing, eo (cr one- perſon lower, 
4d in a meaner place in my Houſe than 
1 /Þother of meaner quality, how much 
- © Jnore to ſhuc the door againſt a perſon that 
1 UI8a Friend, white an Enemy is let in; ſure- 
J107 compariſons are roo ſhort in' the preſent 

jar; the govd and gracious Spirit of God 
ſt i, bmerh wooing;” and arguing. Be intrea- 
fled ua, O young ran, ro open, Chriſt's yoke 
o {eh alie, one day of a repenting Sinnet's Spi- 


go tin ſtri& watching, and holy walking, is 


becrer 
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beter than a thouſand days elſewhere, &+, 
And Siiners delay and negictt attendang 
hereunto, making- the urgings of Sin an 
Saran an excuſe tor their -prelent pur-offj | 
thele do not only rob the Spirit of thi 
honour and glory due to him, but highh] | 
expole him ro contempt. And it is ve] 
remarkable, that ordinarily ſuch perſon] « 
are left of God, to run into. ſuch heights  « 
wickedneſs, that deſervedly bringeth thenſ « 
to forme ſhamctul and deſpicable end :. }} 
mult be confeſſed ; ſometimes God hal C 
overcome {uch by his Grace, after mud 
ado( it 1 may fo exptels it){triving on bis par i 
and rebelling on theirs ; bur then ic muſth a 
granted allo, that ſuch have uſually bee] it 
exceedingly wounded, and. wotully diſt 0 
ſed in their Souls, for their fo long ſlang at 
ing, and (touring ir out; bur where it en 
nor in Converſton , there not only that 
blackneſs of darknels is reſcrycd for the 
12 the other world, after chat direful Sn 

tence, of Go ye Curſed; but even in hſ%, 
Life, they become notorious 4to all for the 1 
Ungodlineſs and Impiery. O ler this ca bir 
{ideracion, young ones, prevail with ya 
no longer to delay your Repertance aq 
turning ro Gad, vis. the Impicty of q 101 
which I might farther ſhew you, from ®n 
direft oppoſition that delays carry agailf © 

your Baptiſmal Covenanr, and all choſe 0 Ive 
ly Iaſtirutigns of Chriſt in the- Goſe) Cr 

ke” 
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e, 6c, ſually ſtiled , the means of Grace, whereby 
1dang! you are obliged everlaſtingly ro the earlieſt 
in an} Converſton and Repeniance, all which I 
ar-off} might have eaſily formed vp into Argu- 
of th ments, to {er forth the impiety of Delays : 
highh| bur | ſhall. nor infiſt on theſe, only ſhall 
is ven] um up the ſirength of what hath been 
perſon] offcred, that Delays are impious and wick- 
phis of ed, as they treſpals againſt the bowel-mercy 
1 then] of God the Father, the bleeding wounds 
id :. ot God the Son, the bleſſed Inſpirations of 
4 haif God the hely Ghoſt, which Sin is enough 
- mud] to break our Hearts and Eyes wich grief and 
1is pan] rs : Ir 1s a Sin of ſuch a Scatler tinQuure, 
muſt 8 that it muſt needs make vs aſhamed, if 
ly bet there. be any ſhame in us; for the mercies 
giſt} & God-ate all as ſo many meſſages of Love 

o lan} and Kindneſs ; and every drop of the Blood 
ir en4 0 Chriſt 15 as a Sermon of Love and Grace, 
iy td and every illapſe of that (weet and heaven- 
2c thei ty Dove, is as a ſacred Band, and Cord of 
ful Saf Love and Mercy, and all to win us, to draw 
in to ſave us, Row. 12. 1, 2 Cor 7.4. O won- 

2c theq derful love of God, who ever keard of ſuch 
is can kindneſs, chat the offended Majeſty of Hea- 
h yaſ' and Earth, - who hath all Power and 
nce afMight in himſelf, and is infinitely removed 
y of 6 tom all poſlibility of want ; that he ſhould 
rom} ndefcend ro us Rebels, ro ſ:nd his own 
| agairf ar Son in the likeneſs of ſinful Fleſh, de- 
ole bt Iyer him up to the accurſed Death of the 
pet, | Groſs, open an everlaſting Fountain of 
(ual Grace, 
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Grace, enter his Proteſtations, yea bis Ouh| 
that he has no pleaſure 1m a Sinncr's deat] | | 
and for as much as our Sin had procured f 
malediion,, and heavy! wrath upon y 7 
and a wofnl feperation of our Souls frog 
the blefled God; That it ſhould ever & : 
-rer into the Heart of God (to the end 'thy by 
faxh as we might go free, and be deliver 
from that Curſe and Wrath, and be reſy 
red to the tavour of God) to'bruiſe his on o 
Son, and put his Son! and Body to gre 
'avd make him an Offering for Sin ; and( nx 
how wonderful was the Love of Chriſt, c 1 
he ſhould be content, and: Willing to: com my 
-under the obligation to this Oblation, | The 
the bearing of chis Curſe an'Wrath' in a i 
ſtead ; was there ever Love J:ke to ta - 
that when we were Enemies, ' ſpitting 1b 
our venom and entnity againft God,' h ih 
ſhould dye for us, pay our Debts, haveh ran 
Hands and Feet nailed for us, &c. And c 
how wonderous is the Grace and Cond wy 
ſcenrion of the third Glorious Perſon, } "oa 
blefled Spirit that ever he ſhould ſtrive wh ; 
Sinners in orderro their Conyerſton, wht he C 
he might have ſtood ar an everlaſtingd oF 
ſtance from them. O the rare humility: "mh 
the whole Trinitv, exprefſed in theſe M eh 
ferics of Lov? and Grice. Now for att £ 
of Adam's nicone poſterity , condemntt "ag 
Creates, poor Worms, Hell-deſervily ©” 
Sinners, . ro aſe all this Grace __ - 

] 
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Jah Mercy, how impious, and monſiroutly 
1-a[ vile a thing this 18, I have largely proved 
regd0you, and ſhewed you in particular chat 
a u}is Si2 of Delays, is an bigh affront, and 
teal indignity offer'd to all this Mercy and 
ir eg Grace, the conſideration whereot ſhould 
| tlg| make you lift up your Voice, and weep | 
verg|titerly- A_ ſtubborn Sau wepr, upon the 
reſg|efetion of his abule, and il] requital of 
 amiſpoor David's Kindneſs, in 1 Sam. 24-16,17, 
ori 18. The Lord open your Eyes and Hearts 
na (ibis day, young ones, that you may with 
- qy|giet and ſhame flec from chis Sin, that car- 
@anJiith {uch tranſcendent wickedneſs In 1t. 
\- fits a known rule, corruptio optimi, oft peſſima. 
1 ol 1 beſt things abuſed, prove the worlt 
 rxdall. O remember it, young ones, De- 
10 ol lays under theſe Circumſtances, pur very 
4, Wear geravarions upon all your Sins. O 
ve ljaok of ir, what melting Arguments theſe 
gd (['ree Names have in them, Creator, Re- 
nd temer, Sanflifier, to a preſent Converſion, 

jad then think whar a Soul-confounding 
> willing it is, ro contradict, oppole the Power 
Jand Authority, and to abulc and contern 
no {fe Grace and Mercy ot each Perſon, See 
1iryd at in 1/a. 1. 2. Hear O Heavens, and give- 
My" 0 Earth, T have nouriſhed and brought 
« anf? Children, but they have rebelled, 8&c, O 
mod Vat Palencſs would garher upon your 
ery aces, were you circd to appear before the 
| ici | 4 : Bar 
Aer) 


1H! 


give teſtimony againſt you herein ? 
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Bar of God, and your Conſciences ſhoul 


Del 
Rex 
The next Conſideration I ſhall offer iq jp 
your help, againſt this yourhtul Sin of Dy (4i 
lays ſhall be as followeth. of 
ur 

3. Conſider the egregious folly and ma jom 
nels of Delaying thy Repentance,and reun| þ,r 
ro God, wherein (as. in the former Con} - 
ſideration thou abuſeſt rhe Grace of Gl jhjr 
ſo herc) thou abuleſt the very Reaſon di] fer; 
Man, and moſt fooliſhly cheateſt thy (ll |, x 
as is evident in theſe following partial wie 
lars. | Mal 
Thou wilt turn tro God hereafcer, whid| D4y 

is (as hath been largely proved) utterly wi (gg, 
certain, and ar preſent thou wilt embra] gigy 
thy ſinful Pleaſures z now 1s not this nar 
rious folly, ro pur all to the deſperate af jj} 
venture of an hereafter , when thouland + 
have periſhed, and found no place for If fg; 
pentance, in all their after Times and S wy 
{ons. of 1 
Suppoſe at laſt you ſhould come top] yerf 
Chriſt, and pardon, and God would plalſ 4;;. 
to wait upon you (though this 1s rare, Wy wit 
1s a Miracle of Grace) yet what a woln the 
ing will it beto you, ro remember how j al 
have ſpent your yourh and ſtrength in | ('f, 
O che bicter Out-cries, and Accularios@ rea, 
ſuch! Now how fooliſh a thing 18 it, # 16 
, Delif & 
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oul Delay ar preſent, upon hopes of hereafter 
Repentance, that 1s, in plain Ermg/ih, in 
9 hopes of hereafter-Grief, next door to De- 
Vl f air, in hopes of being wounded a thou- 
End times deeper, and being more con- 
founded, and aſhamed, and drinking larger 
ma Jfaughts of the Wormwood, and the Gall, 
Nl than early Conyerts do. Is not this Folly > 
% Apain, how unreaſonable, and mad a 
Gl thing is it, ro expe char God ſhould pre- 
1 ll ſently open tro me, when I call for Mercy, 
"Win my lat extremity, afcer I have moſt 
UM wickedly pur him off, and ſacrificed the 
| Male of my Flock, my beſt Years to the 
yi Devil, and my Luſts, Can it ſeem rea- 
}W fnable, that an holy aad jealous God 
Yd fhould'regard-ſuch prelumprtion. 
nM ' Again, what Follyis ic, ro defer a work 
© Ul till hereafrer, that may be done now ar 
lad rrefent with eaſe, ſince ſhould I live a thou- 
IN fnd years, each day, yea hour's delay, 
Xl would add ſomething more to the hardnels 
of my Heart, and difficulty tro my Con- 
02 verfion, qui non eft hodie, cras minus aptus 
plall ere. All afts of Sin ſtrengrhen the habits 
» i} within, they engage the heart more- to 
MM the loye of ſin; and the more reſiſtance, 
V1 always the more impenitence and khardnels. 
| MW} O'foolifh Youth, haſt thou not caough al- 
00 ready wo link thee ? what folly 1s it to add: 
I more weight of guilt: if a man had re- 
Kill criyed one 'Bab, it were dangerous 3 but 
i M 2 ſuppole 
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{uppoſe he had a hundred, how hard woul( 
be his cure. Oh young man, wotother 
if thou makeſt rhy Converſion thus hazard. 
ous by Delays. As 1n bodily affairs, in ck 
of Sicknels, is ir not folly ro defer ſendiny 
for the Phyſttian, or, in caſe of Poyſon t: 
ceived into the Body, ts it not folly ro dee 
the Remedy rill co morrow? or in caſed 
a Wound received,never to regard the mean 
of healing till it teſter, and turn ro a Gay 
green ? pray what would you ſay, or thin 
of a man, that when Sickneſs or Diſten- 


pers come, ſhould ſay, I am not at leaſir 
to be ſick; go, and come at a more Tonvenien 


© ma! 
© Bed 
De: 
Rut 
[Life 
*curt 
*thet 
"pur 
' Jony 
as 1 
' Be 

"81 
*Hea 


time ; would you not conclude.rhat the Dil Nepe 
ſeale had already ſeizzd the man's Intelle&y 00d | 
als. Alas, the madnels and folly in ſayingk Nail 


ro Repcntance, is much more, and mu 
greater, unleſs a man could command tit 


ying 
lays, 


Grace of Repentance ar his plea(ure ; [ | vole 


member the Advice one gave to your! 
men, 1n imitation of Se/omen, in the 11, 
Eccleſ. 9. © Rejoyce, O young man, &Cc. 44 
* Walk afrer the ſight of your own by 
© now, and look after the Duty of Reper 
*rance when you are blind, and can't ( 


* Work not while i7s Day, bur when thy 


* Nich: comes; mind matters of jels mo 
* ment, while you can do any thing, and 
* your main intereſt, when you are fit {0 
© nothing. Defer your Repenrtance tl 
* hereafter, though you know not but you 

- maj 


ang 
that 1 
heart 
pent; 
whet 


C0) 
ſun 


en 
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\may dye to Night ; put it off to a ſick 
Bed, though you cannot tell but ſudden 
(Death may prevent your lying {ick at all. 
(Run as far as you can out of the way to 
Life, even Lil] our of breath, and then re- 
'turn, Firſt Jet your Ume be ſpent, and 
\then improve it. Increaſe your Debts to 
' purpoſe, and be ſure that you have a good 


1* long Score, and then pay. Provoke God 


'as much as you can,and then appeale him. 
'Be ſure you treaſure up as much Wrath 
'25 you can, and then confidentiy expe 
'Heaven. O the folly of delaying our 


Dl Repentance ; Sin is ſo fortified,and ſtrength- 
&y| ned by delays, that every hour drives the 
gl] Nail in farther, till ifs very difficult; remo- 
ul ving ir. Sin takes the deeper rooting by de- 
th] lays, and requires much more ſtrength and 
| tc violence to pluck-ir up, and the heart is 3n 
un] danger of growing to that agHhe euslevinl&- 


1l 


that you read of, Rom. 2. 5- an irrepentable 


| heart; and altho' God is able to give Re- 


pentance, yer there's an infinite peradyenture, 
whether he will or no; | 
for, as Augufine ſaith X, * ui enim peni- 
That God who promiſet þ tent! promiſit indulgen- 


tiam , dilatori - diem 
Pardon to the Penitent, ,, gum non promiſit- 


hath not promiſed to mor Aug. in Pal. 14 5. 8. 
rm to the Sinner that puts 

f his Repentance. O the folly of delays, 
when every moment the. Devil will be 
Kater, and God farther off ; when the next 
M 3 cloſure 
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cloſure with Luſt, may enſnare and enſlaye 
thee for ever ! O Young Man, 25 this thy 
Prudence, to promiſe to thy ſelf a more con: 
venient Seaſon hereafter , when thou wil 
have leſs time, leſs ſtrength, leſs aid and a 
ſiſtance, leſs tenderneſs of Conſcience , Ic 


influence of the Spirit; and when thou wit; ; 


have more loye to thy Luſt, more blindne; 
in thy Mind, more hardneſs of Heart, more 
aycrineſs in thy Will co turn to God, more 
unſenſibleneſs and ſearedneſs in thy Cap 
{cience ; or clile more in danger of doyn- 
right aud ablolme deſpair 2 O miſerable fol 
ly of delays! _. 

Beſides, if you conſider the ſuſpicion of an 
| hereafter-Repentance 3 true Repentance i 
never tpo late, but late Repentance is ſeldom 
true ; which might be abundantly argue, 
from. the uſual experience of Sinners whe 
they are fick, O what Proteftations do the 
their make of their Repentance and Amend: 
'megt, bur commonly return ro Sin, as tl; 
Dog to the Vomir, when reſtored to health 
again: So that there is uſyally great ut 
ſoundneſs in Mens Sick-bed Repentances, by 
no mERns 1s it, to. be depended on. Surely! 
would be ( compar'd wich this ) a pargor 
able folly for a Man to adventyre upon Por 
ſon, becauſe he hath heard there is a certall 
Antidote in the World to expel it, tho' It 
cannot tell whether he can ger that Remedy 
or no; To what this is in K? 


* 
. 
* 
« 


c preſent Gi; 
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| would be a piece of madneſs, that would. 
he deſervedly unpardonable,to runthe riſque 
and adyenture ot a death-bed Repentance ; 


| when you are told of the multicudes thar 


periſh, tro a very few that are ſaved , pray 
examine carefully what ſuch a Repentance 
is made up of ; uſually it conſiſts in che pal- 
fionate awakenings of natural Conſcience, 
upon the Sinner's Alarm to appezr before 
that God to whom he has been a Jong time 
eftranged, and againſt whom he has main- 
tain'd a long and old Enmity z hereupon 
there ſprings up in his Breaſt a ſervile fear and 
dread of this holy and juſt God; hence the 
Sinner being  ſtript of all Creature comforts 
and help, flies and cryes to God for pardon 
of his Sins, and deliverance from Hell, in 
great affrightment of Spirit, and O if God * 
will ſpar2 , what manner of perſon he will 
be, and the like. Now pray judge righteous 
Judgment, and make a true cftimare heretn, 
many ignorant Wretches call this true Re- 
pentance, whereas all chis is but nature in 
miſery, crying for eaſe, which the verieft 
Reprobare in the World may do, nay, can'c 
but do, if Confcience be awakened : here is 
no change of their hearts from darkneſs to 
light, and the power and love of fin, to God 
and holineſs. Alas ! let but theſe Men be pur 
into their former ſtate of health and tempra- 
tion again, and they would be the yery ſame; 


2 Baltam may come _ far to cry out, 0 


4 that 
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that T might dye the death of the Righteou, 
and my laſt ena be like hs. There is the ſam 
love of Sin, and hatred of ſtrit Godline; 
within as ever, which would foon appear, i 
they might bur hl] enjoy their former V; 
nicies : bur alas all is under a force, they ar 
Jaunching our into the eternal World, and 
zudgment ſeems to them juſt at hand , noy 
they cry aloud for mercy, and defire par 
don, bewail rcheir abuie of time, make large 
offers of Reformation, and yer all rhis is bu 
> at _ an Iron in as eg | 
ariner 1n a Storm : We 

- 4g —_— PE aid * Tertullian, What 
mean ſort of good is thithi 

only excels puniſhment. It is good to repent ant 


be ſaved, becauſe who can dwell with everli;|| 


ing burning? All this is good jaſt wha 
a Man's a dying. O young man, isthis cov 


{iſtent with Reaſon, ro venture thy All toll 


Eternity, upon ſo rotten a foundation 2 that 


wouldft not venture to put out to Sea 1n{| 


leaky Veſſel, and wilt thou be ſo mad as i 
venture thy Soul upon ſuch a bold Preſun: 
ption as this > What if (O Youth) aft 
your mad and long Rambles in the waysd 
in, afrer chou haſt try?d theſe deſperat 
Concluſions, and thou at laſt begins to cont 
to thy (elf, and attempts to come to Chril, 
wha: if he ſhould remand thee, and (end ht 
back again, to find Relicf among the Hub 
23nd Swine thou fa lately left 2 if when youll! 
_ Jo 
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yout diſtreſs and calamity ) ſupplicate with 
the moſt mournful Note his mercy and 
ompathon, he ſhall return you back with 
this greeting, and ungrateful anſwer , Ir is 
now too late, thou ſhouldlit have remembred 
min the days of thy youth, depart, my pa- 
tence and compatlions arc at an end,bccauſe 
you refuſed when I called, 1 will now reje& 
you. O what if God ſhould conclude his day 
of grace and mercy, jult as thy ume of Religi- 
on commenceth > It he end his Parience, as 
thou beginneſt thy Repencance > lt his Ear be 
ſop'd, juſt as thy cry for mercy is opening 2 
pray, what then will you do > what ſay you 
young ones ? will you enquire, return, and 
come now or no? to allude to that of the 
Prophet, T/a.21. 11, 12. Watchman, what of 
the night ? what of the night? if you will en- 
(aire, enquire, return and come. How many 
expreſſions are here to ſhew the vehemency 
of the Call. What ay you Youth? wilr 
thou dare ro run the venture of the loſs of 
God's acceptance, of Heaven and eternal glo» 
ry, for a year, a month, a week, a day 2 ſhall 
the blefled Trinicy ſtay cill your Luſt will 
leaſe you> Why then be it known to you, 
and remember hereafter, that I chis day give 
you notice of it, that 4s you owe, ſo you ſhall 
reap, If you ſowe a deaf Ear to God's call 
to day, while it*s called to day, you ſhall reap 
a deaf Ear to: your calls and cryes for mer- 
(y, when your calamity and deſolation cometh 
As 
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as a whirlwind upon you. O young Men] he 
ſeech you, and O that God would p:rſuzy 
you by ins Spirir this day, to praiſe this ad: 
vice here exhubiced to you 3 Flee this yourhful 
Sin of delaying. The ſooner you come in 
the more accepcable it will be co God, th 
more comfortable to your own Souls , an 
the more uſeful and b2neficial ro others. | 
might enlarg2 upon all theſe, but I haye ben 
long already 1n other Con(1derations againf 
this Sin of delaying ; ani therefore I (hal 
only tell you , Thar no Tongue can relate 
no Pen can dcſcribe all the advantages of a 
- early Converſion. Once days {weet commu 
nion that you will have with a reconcile 
God in a ſtate of grace, will bs more comfer 
table than a thouſand years of impeniten 
Sinners, who are or may. be in continui 
fears of death and judgment. But O th 
bleſſed ſtare of an carly Conyerrt, that is4 
pcace with God, his Soul may dwell at cal; 


Jer what will come that can, 1 life or deatſ® 


Sin is pardoned, the ſting of all is removed 
Chrifs yoke u eaſie, there is no — 
ro ſuch an one. Q the fweer peace and trait 
quilicy of ſuch a Life, what ſhould troubl 
or diſturb him, that hath good greunds t0 
believe, That be ſhall be for ever with ih 
Lord, when he ſhall go bence, and be ſeen ll 
more. Young People are apt to thfnk, thi 
there 15 no comentment in the ways of Gt 

bur they muſt lead (ad and — 
Liys; 
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ives; Whereas it's moſt manifeſt, that there 
oothing tends to free them from diſcon- 
rat and- uncomfortableneſs, I: ks an early. 
onverſton ro God. The Kingdom of God 
onfiſts in joy and peace 3 and there is a day 
xt hand, when the proudeſt deſpiler of an 
holy life ſhall be convinc'd of ir. O there- 
bre make a tryal of ir, and if you do not 
fnd it ſo, take your own conurle, I have no 
more to ſay, but to pray that God would 
drcymciſe your hearts,and give you wiſdom 
otake the preſent opportunity, and to ad- 
mire his mercy that it is not too hate. 


The next Sin that I ſhall direct Young 
Ones to flee, is, Ar eager purſuit of 
ſenſual and finful Pleaſures, their ts- 
ping theſe more than God, &Cc. 


[Src ſhewed you already, how ſtrongly 
Youth is bent upon Pleaſures, Sports, 
Games, Feaſts, Paſtimes, O! Young Men 
love thele as their Lives, and ſome will as 
lon part with their Lives, as with their 
youthful Pleaſures 5 they have had Threar- 
ings, Promifes, Commands, Intreaties, Mer- 
as, Aflictions, yet nothing to this day could 
frevail with them. What S0/omon faith of 
the Fool, Prov. 27.22. Ths* thou bray a Fool 
ne Mortar, yet will not his fooliſhneſs depart 
from bim ; may be applied here, co thar ex- 
& of affeQtion. that is. found in young Folks 
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to vain and ſinful pleaſurcs* there is it's tw[y,y 41 
a great unwillingneſs in others to forgo the ; 
pleatures of Sin, but it ſtrangely tyrannin (wh: 
over Youth ; whercfore I ſhall lay dow wo Y, 
ſome Arguments, to perſuade you to be wit. 
ling to flee this Youthful Luft. techir 


 ., your [ 
Firſt , Conſider the Lord Jeſus Chril, x W 
( young People ) he was not a Man of Fiehpagy 
ſures, but 2 Man of Sorrows, and acquaintet Bs oc 
with Griefs, and how unſuitable are you t|, ch] 
him, while you pant after vain Pleaſures ite , 
remember | have read of five Men met wyQ;1, 
gether, that asked one another, What meany ;, 
they uſed to abſtain and flue from Sin ? *Y 
The firſt anſwerd , That he continuh| © y 
thought upon the Certainty of Death, and thy, yc 
Uncertainty of the Time of it, and that matt|yr, 
him live every day 4s his laſt. _ 
The S:cond, Meditated on the ſevere At reſt, 
count he was to give at the day of judgment,ant)y, 
of the ever/afting Torments of Hell, and this, 
kept him from Sin. W to 
The Third, Of the vilenefs and bathſon-\, 
neſs of Sm, and of the excellency and beatth|\q ;; 
” Grace. and this made him abhor Sin. di 
The Fourth, Of the everlaſting Rewarki\jgy, 
and Plexſures provided for rhoſe that d\jf.;, 
at tain from Sin , and this prevailed with lllers 
pim. .. 1800 
The Fifth and laſt,Continually meditated A; 
6e Lord Feſus Chrift, and of hu Love to 1 Y 


>. 


Sj 
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dimers, in dying an accurſed death for them, 
Why this made him aſhamed to ſin. 

i” And truly this laſt is the greateſt of all : 
MI) what an Argument is this, to conſirain 
"lou Young Ones to flee ſinful Pleaſures; I 
Nfecch you, for Chriſt's ſake, to flee them. 
fechioks if Chriſt ſhould come and demand 
., hour Life and Blood, they fhould freely go, 
i nd will you not part with your bratiſh 
Uleafures for him? You are cerrainly Ene- 
elſaies ro the Croſs of Chriſt, while you mind 
Wnhly Pleaſures ; he lived a (elf denying 
* Mike, mortified to all the Vanities of this 
World, to ſet you an Example ; he died al- 


Wh io redeem you from a vain Converſa- 


lon. 
al 0 Young Man ,view thy Pattern,and imi- 
tle your Selt-denving Saviour, or you are 
alone of his. If a Father or Mother come 

1. competition with his Name and Ins 
"Ireſt, you are bound to hate them, Luke 14. 
Ml, much more your youthful Luſts of vic 
Mhefure. The Pleaturc of our dear Lord, 
wt do the Fill of ha heavenly Father, Joh. 
6424, Now faith the Apoſtle, in Phil. 2.5. 
wy lt the ſame mind be in you, as was in Chrif. 
ind in Lake 14.27. Our Saviour faich, Fho- 
r\ 1 wer doth not come after me, cannot be my 
F, Weiple. You are not to come atrer us Mi 
M9 \ters one Rep, bur as we contorn to Chriſt. 
;-1800k unto Jeſus, Young Ones, did he at- 
A K Sports and Games 2 Did he ule co ſpend 


oe | 20UÞIs 
It } | 
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hours at Cards or Dice, &c ? You read qd Si 
whole Nights he redeem'd' for, and ſpent in ſevil 
Prayer, and bow he went up arid dow al|8y 
ways doing good. O whar a bleſſed wyſM, 
would this be, to recover the licention|Watt 
Youth of this Age, to thegravity and puriq|Mnd! 
ot. Religion, it they would Write afrer, and], XC 
draw cach line ot their Lives according yak 
this holy Pattern. I haye read of an Elo yo 
called E/zeavs, that was given much ro in|#Mz 
moaerate anger,.and rhe means he uſed mM? 4: 
curethisdiſordered affe&tion, was by ſtudyiy|# 9 
Chriſt and his patience, in (utferiog che Jnjy|vrill 
ries and Affronts thar were offered to him! aples, 
and he never ſuttered chis Meditarion to piſ#7 » 
from him, til} he found his heart transforms, 
ed into the ſimilitnde of Jeſus Chiift, q|{ a 
Young Men, you are all diſtemper'd wil|f the 
the immoderate love of vain pleaſure ; 0%, c 
flee ro Mounr Calvary, ro a crucified Jel4 ve 
and there repreſent to thy Soul his Sorronſ®r $ 
and Agonics, till thou fiad this Luſt crucifid]Maſk 
Argue thus with thy ſelf, what did ſo deauri 
io great and glorious a Perſon as the Sond e 
God, deny himſelt thoſe ineffable pleaſur||ttc 
above, that he had in his Father's boſom, « 
and come down here on earth. and rook of 4» 
himſcit an-houfe of Clay, our Fleſh, whid 
proved ro him an houle of mourningal Th 
the davs of his flefh, and theiy dyed an igt0 b1 
minious, painful, accurſed' death , and MMaſ 
this for me, to redezm me from the pleaturs|9Y p 
: Rl 
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1 qld Sin, and deſtroy thele works of the - 
th ſevil : And ſhall I think much of denying 
/ [wy ſelf a few draughts of vain delight for 

[km, who drank of the bitter Cup of God's 
zoy[math, and the gall and vinegar for me ? 
rin|\od then, 
1nd), Secondly, Conſider that eicher you muſt 
(take theſe ſinful pleaſures for a time here, 
bo « your {weer Saviour for eyer hereafter: For 
\in( Man can ſerve two Maſters, he will either 
4 live and live to the one, and hate and leave 
yi te other, er clſc e contra. T herefore whar 
Inj Chriſt ſaid ro the Fews concerning his Diſ- 
in:|4ples, John 18. 8. 1f ye ſeek me, /et theſe go 
pajſttir way. That may I fay, to you Young 
irp[folk, concerning your ſinful pleaſures, if ye 
gle an incereſt in the bleſſed Jeſus, you muſt 
wii|t theſe go; It is made the Badge of a grace- 
, (|, chriftleſs Man, in that of 2 Tim. 3. 4- 
e1[4 bver of pleaſure, more than of God. And 
row[our Saviour, in Luke 18. 14. tclls you, That 
ifilMeaſures choke the feed of God's Word ; they 
{ex|1ouriſh the heart, and fatten it into a 
nd[faſlels fupidity. And 1 Tm. 5. 6. the A- 
(rg(oſtle deſcriberh the unconverted Widow 
ſom|'us, She that liveth in pleaſure, is dead while 
k o[ſ liveth. And then , 


hi 

zall Thirdly, Conſider Young Man, That God 
p00 Wiring thee to judgment for all thy finful 
- MſMeaſures. Is it not enovgh to embicrer all 
us| 9y pleaſures in the fleſh, to read in Faich 
0 chac 


176 A Directozy fo2 Youth. 
that one Scripture, Ecclef. 11.9. Rejoyce, ([pgib 
Joung Man, &c. but know that God will brinlys Br 
thee to judgment. You are apt to think thaljft a 
you ſhall hear of chem no more, bur be yalfenc; 
aſſured all muſt come into the Judgment,(|ings 
Young Men, how many are now unda|wre,: 
wrath, that when on Earth, were eager in a/7 
their purſuit of Games and Sports, &c. Oyun 
Youth, conſider, the Feet of them that hawhip is 
carried multitudes of your Age to Perditionj pref 
ſtand ready waiting for the word of Comfy, zc 
mithon to carty you away alſo. Hence thire;; 
was, that the primitive Chriftians uſed why ch 
pray, Domine hic ure, hic ſeca, ut in ater 
num parcas, Lord, burn here, cur herc, thafhn © 
cthou may'ſt ſpare hereafter. O remembthyylq 
Abrahan?s words to him that lived in plevlyd in 
ture while on Earth, and art laſt dying, andfiemo; 
litring up his eyes in Hell, and calling for ah 
drop of water to cool his tormented tonew fie this 
Remember (\auh Abraham) thou hadft this (tt 
pleaſures in thy life-tme, and Lazarus bi /4ling 
rows, Luke 16.25. O that this were moſthy, 7; 
thought on by our jolly Youngſters! Pallffay re: 
ſaw need of uſtng this tremendous ArgWwfmpcar 
ment in 2 Cor. 5. lo, 11. For we muſt all uber 
pear before the judgment ſeat of Chritt, 8huſyrg 
And then it follows, Knowing the terrors hy > | 
the Lord, we perſuade Men : To what? Wilhi fu 
to Selt-judging , and Godly-ſorrowing andfd th 
rnourning for Sin, char fo they may not ie], 


condemned of the Lord, at that great and 
et 
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; ([erible day. Hence Pan! himſelf beat down 
injls Body, dented himſelf flicſhly pleaſures, 
half at chat day he ſhould be a Caf-away. 
yaſflence Peter interrogares, Seeing all theſe 
 Oltings ſpall be diſſolved at that day of Judg- 
diluent, what manner of perſons ought we to be, 
0p a/7 holy conver ſation and godlineſs ; not in 
Oltambering and wantonneſs, 2 Per.3.11. Hence 
aitfiſe is the force of that great. Command to 
100þ preſent Repentance without delay, Atﬀs 
on-19, 30. Becauſe God hath appointed a day 
© Uhierein he will judge the world by Chriſt, It 
] Ws this that made voluptuous Felix tremble, 
a | Young Man, had thou but a lively impreſ- 
than of this upon thy heart, O how ſoon 
0bwuld ic wither all thy pleaſures at the root? 
lead inſtead of Eaſe, it would fill thee with 
aRemorſe and Bitterneſs. O therefore when 
r Ms thy Youthful Luſi grows boiſtrous, then 
eve this Goad ro awaken thee, and oppoſe 
this frong and terrible Argument for the 
ſnpoling and quelling thy Luſt after pleaſure, 
"ths, That God will bring thee to Judgment. 
Pallfu read of Moſes when young , and the 
[mation of pleaſure ſtrong, yer he choſe 
Faber zo ſuffer Affliction, than to enjoy Sins 
Solhaſwes, that are but for a ſeaſon. And 
5 Offly > becauſe he by Faith ſaw a day of final 
Wop further recompences at hand, HebL.11.25. 


4nd | n N F ourthly : 
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Fourthly, Conſider, That all thy yu, 
pleaſures are but for a ſeaſon, Heb: 11,2 
And you read in ip 21. 13, 14. They he 
their days in mirth, and in a moment they 
down to the grave, or he!/). Who do? wif 
all your Plealure-mongers from one Ape if 
another. Look ye, were it pcthible tor y Þro 
to have a light of the damned in Hell, leſt | 
would you find the many thc ulands ih Four 
tpcnr their tew days on earth in the plealunſ"49 
of Sin. And it's but a while, bur you, a ics 0 
aii of your complexion and remper, that lo of 
Pica'urcs more than God, muſt vaniſh auilf aing 
and never laugh more ; nevet jeſt it, a 
x more; O the doleful hour is at hand !T! | 
Pole waters of Sir, pleaſure are ſweet, bt 
thort, like Nabot's Vineyard, which 4/Þ'” 
fo cage rly thirſted after z he got it, (it's iſ 
tr lic cculd not keep it. Sivs pleaſures afÞ®'®'© 
compared to the crackling of thorns under F* rec) 
pat. It any ſhouid ask, hy they ſhould be 8 © 
{art? | would have fvch to bethink chenſe! ch 
telves, Why they ſhould be at all ? ] 3mm fir Wil te 
the AJl wiſe Goc?. thovgits are Not as you _— 
and thoſe whoſe dificniper*d Seuls (thqy* 
prace ) are begun to be cured, think a 
Witc. As a converted Sc ul, What plez\uſe 
there i5 1 5in, and he will tell you, it Þ 
the v very £4: I of bitterneſs. Alas! You 
Man, it its a diſeaſe upon thee, thee wakſt 


thee chiok of auy pleaſure at all in Sin ; baſg® 
C1 yel ad 


IN 
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7; that miſtaken Pleaſure of thy ſick and + 
\Ptaſed mind 1s but momentary, and a - 

mw Shadow. Why then arc thou fo ca- 
Þrafcer Pleaſure > O the grear Cheats poor 
mers pur upon themfelves, Hence plea- 
Wn Sios are called Lying Vanities. 
"0 )young man,remember thy time onEarth: 
ur ſhort, x Cor. 7.29. and therefore thy 
\Wures in St cannot be long: O how (mall 
mance 1s there berween the Sports and 
cot Yourh, and the mortal Pangs and 
"8s of Death ? how ſoon will thy clear 
Fraing be overcaſt with evening Clouds 2 
an pleaſures of Sin will be quickly over, 
Tithe pain will be tor ever; as fob faith 

Jmans Lite on Earth, fo2 14.1. His days 
q8tev, but his Troubles are many; So may 
9 ot Sin, its pleaſures are few, bur its T er- 
gaare many, like a ſhort Feaſt, bur a 
\w Þ8 reckoning ; therefore waen you are in 
j, Þecr of being enticed with Sins plea{ures, 
hent®® you to endeavour and(O chat God 
c-fald teach you) ro improve rhis Conſi- 
onion, that they are but for a ſeaſon. 
he 1s a notable Story that I meer with 
the Me Burrough's Moſes hischoice, concern- 
afme Theodorns a young man, who ata 
Po grear Feſtivicy al Jollicy 11 Egypt 
nf farhers Houſe wich-drew from all the 
ounſe®" | { 
any, and gor alone, and fell a medita- 


Mt Whos, Here is de iaht, end content in the 


jeſ®? 1 may rave what T will cefire, but how 
6 2 long 
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1; Ungyillit aff ? And upon. this Meditatinnay & 
thinking with himſelf, this will not halfſe ve 
long, he withdrew himſelf into a privgfch / 
Room, and fell down upon the Earth, afffafu 
with many Tears cryed out thus unto Gifffere | 
in Prayer; O Lord (lays he) my Heantijhey 
open unto thee, I indeed know not what to aljfiey d 
but only this, Lord let me not dye eternally ;Qn S1 
Lord, thou knoweft 1 love thee, O let me le it 
eternally to praiſe thee ! And when hisMs and 
ther came to him, and would have kiffalur: 
him come to the reſt of the company tiſ#pieti 
were bidden, he made an excuſe, alt of 
would not, only upon this meditation, I 2 p: 
cauſe he ſaw theſe things were bur for a Witt ſu 
on. 20 von not latt. O that it my os 

cale the Lord, to give you young ouin nu 
Wiſdom, and Ds, alike to wh With the 
brevity and vanity of all fleſhly pleaſuraſ#ncio! 
as to draw off your Hearts from them, aicual 
to make your choice of thole pleaſures up9 ler 
are for ever, at the right hand of Gfvgs. 
And then, Wt hat 
alre 

| Fitthly, Conſider youthful and (ealfth be 
Pleaſures are vile in their nature. Ci in 1 
(chough a Heathen) thought nor that miſited fo 
worthy of the name of a man, that ſpffor M 
one day in ſenſual Pleaſures : And Wambe 
accounted a Life of Pleaſure, a Life of bag an 
And what doth God lay in the Script wi 


bi 


of the Perſon that liveth in pleaſure ? F ny 
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odnay fee 1 Tire. 5. 6. Sch a one « dead while 
alk /veth. And in the 21. Fob 11, 12, 1Þ 
ranch ſay to the Almighty, depart from us, 
kaſures they alienate, and take away the * 
fart from God, and the things of God, 
ridhey ſtuff the heart with manifeld Evils, 
jtey deaden it with ſecurity, they barden 
; kin Sin, and (well it with Vanity, and 
bjvr ic with an enmity againſt che ſeyeri- 
Mas and ſtriftnels of Religion; in a word 
lures diſpoſe a Perſon ro all manner of 
tpicties, and expoſe a perſcy to all man- 
gr of miſeries. Ariforle maketh mention 
Wa parcel of Ground in Sicily thar ſends 
{th ſuch a ſtrong ſmell of fragrant Flowers 
ial the Fields thereabouts, that no Em 
ſh bunt there, the ſcent is ſo confounded 
#ifith the ſmell of thoſe Flowers - thus in our 
raſſencious Age, Pleaſures hinder us in our 

Ficual chaſe; they take away all ſcent, 
1d lenſe too of Heaven, and heavenly 
gs Who is fic for any holy excrciſe 
t hath been immerſing himſelf in ſenſual 
afares? Can the Heart, that but juſt now 
lat been enlarged and let out, or poured 
ap in vain and youthful pleaſures, be pre- 
mpited for the holy preſence of God in Pray- 
(por Meditation > Whar think you? doth 
TFambering and Wantonneſs, doth Ga- 
he and Sporrfulneſs, fir you for commu- 
rn with God > O'how much ſooner dg 
9 tipet you for Hell and Deſtruction. 
" N 3 W here- 


(p—_— 
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Wherefore, O young man, flee thef vii Wu 
pleaſures, that brutifie and vilihe thy Sa " : 
thatpreſembie chee toa Beali, and ripen thy rn p 
for the Devil, that cannot and with al; 
infinite Love, but hatred of. God. O fi ly 


tnele. And then, hall 


Sixthly, Conſtder youthful, ſenſual plu word 


ſures, arc not only ſhort of their time, an M "of 
vile in their nature, but moſt bitter aj; .1. 
pernKious in their end. Ste/ern Waters an Rifory 
ſweet, and Bread eaten in ſecret, ſaith $i , 
mon, Pcov. 9 17. But in the end it bites lig; te, 

a Serpent, Prov. 32. 2.7. anJ fungeth lie dy, ry, 
Adder, © Youth, ſuch are all Sin's plajy, 1.; 

ſure, Whether you believe it 1 or no, ya ; 
ſhall be ſure to teel ic after a ſeaſon, ſor you... 
picalures are all but for a ſealon, and thaſy: 
tollowerh the Curſe of the Law, the wry, 
ot God, the trerrours of Conſcience, 6; ole 
guilt of Sin, and thefe are enough to dromſj, |, 
thy plealue, and diſtra@t chy Spirits lik tgh 
to that kind of Honey, that Hiſtorians ys but 
vs of in Africa, Juiciouſly {weer, | but alkg,, 4, 
- all that cat of it with a mortal Madndy,” 
and Frerzv, and the reaſon. they all: SFgear 
that the Bees gather ir from poylonaſſhy.,'c, 
Weeds ; thus ſenſual finfub Pleaſurs, App ( 
So/omon ſaith, Eccleſ. 2. 2. affeft with mat L in 
peſs. Hence in the 7 Eccle/. 2, he af "Jfining 
eth, that it is better to go te the Hol 1p.2 
Mourning than Feaſting : . You have a xl F Gal 
Ot - Wk with 
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W re very full and appoſice to this purpoſe in 
Yar in 20. Fob 16. where Zophar ſpeaking 
Mifthe wicked Pleaſure-monger, ſaith, He 
W611 fuck the p>iſon of Alps. There is an old In- 
i fpreter * 1 have mer wich,thar reads ir, He 
fall ſuck the Head of Aſps. The Hcbrew 
wrd CR] lignifying both _ 
@ aut, and vereum, Hcad and *Xantus Page 
nj Poyſon. Now what is ic to TH 
nf Iick the Head of Aſps ? Pliny in his Natural 
 Hifory, tells os that the Aſp, or ſhe Viper, 
, ngendring Wich the Vale, takes his Head 
In her mouth, ani being overcome with 
The pleaſure of the a, bites it offi, where- 
Ur be periſheth : afrer which ſhe conceiving, 
q a young within her become impatient of 
k kying their full time, and they cart out 
"Itrough her ſide ; whereby ſhe periſheth. 
"Jind fo it is with the Senfualiſt thats all 
"Abt pleaſure in Sin, as if you lock back to 
h he 12. er. of this 29. of Feb, you ſhall find 
thugh wickedneſs be ſweet in the mouth, yet 
Iris but as the ſucking of the Head of Aſps, 
"Joy hall periſh by it. In, the cloſe of the 
"12: ver. ir1s (aid, to be Gallof Aſps,by which 
'J meant, borh the bitterneſs, and deſtru- 
Maveneſs' of ſinful Pleaſures : His Wicked- 
i (fairh' Zophar) though ſweet and deli- 
Jaw in bis Mouth, that is the aCt of com- 
Janing it; yet when its turned in his Bow- 
4%, that is after the commiſſion of it, t 7s 
Ih Gall of 4/ps. O its grievous to him, 
"& witherh he had: neyer done ir. So Prov. 
| N 4 T 
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5. 4. ſpeaking of the end of Sin's plealure,|ip, w 
he tells you, its bitter as Wormwood. I i|yill be 
like a Pill, wrapt up in Sugar, which wha 
the Sugar (which was over tt) is meked 
then the bitterncis of the Pill ſhews 1t ſelf: % wes of 
when the pleaſure of Sin is waſted, thaſhira, 
the ſorrow appcars.l have read of a moſt ple gicts ; 
fant and luſcious fort of Fruit in cheWef-Indizs|(amica 
but wichal-that theſe daintics are fo fauceſire ; | 
with the intollerable ſcorching hear of thelad bir 
Sun by day, and a mukitude ot ſtinginirg. 23 
Creatures by nighr, that the People tha[ively t/ 
dwell in thoſe parts, expoſe themlelves [nd toc 
danger to gather them z which made thl6jts 
Spaniards to call them , the Comfirs dffaner 1 

}ll; and truly what are the pleaſures dhe bai; 
Sin but ſuch Comfits of Hell > there is ſons end 
carnal pleaſure thar delights a rank, unhalſ(. Ven 
lowed Palate; bur here is the milery ofivfad foo 
they are ſerved in with the ſcorching ficnfire anc 
wrath of God, and the ſtinging of a guilyhapp 
reſtteſs Conſcience, ſo that the. fears of thjd$in a1 
one,” and the anguiſh of the other, are ſurtud flec 
ly able co melt away that little pleaſure thqſupreſe 
afford, O that young ones would (eriouhſntthe 1 
ly conſider how bitter Sin's pleaſures Wilſd Sin, 
be in the end, brevis ef volyptas peccati, ſelſilurem 
perpetna pena peccators. And Bernard ant 0 farcei 
r10mentarium eſt quod delettat, aternum- wlſKience 
eruciat. O commune with thine ow|UHell, 
Heart, entet the Cloſer within thy owJWh 1a 
Breaſt, and fay, What ſhall ] be taken wilſal to | 
a little ſeeming ſweetnels,:; and plea 8 

; 3 be eo In, | 
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|5n, when within a moment - or two, this 
1[nill be curned into the Gall, yea Poylon of 
u[\\ps. O young men, evermore keep 
dur Eye on the ending of Sin, how tt 
apes off ar laſt, you may ſee in Cain, and 
a|þra,. Wich hideous groans, and conſuming 
+\gicts; It comes on like an Harlot very 
s((amically, Come, let us take our fill of Plea- 
lire; bur ic goes off like Rache!, weeping 
lad bicterly lamenting. So/omon faith, . in 
git 23.17,18. . My Son,envy not Sinners, for 
allwely there is an end; and a ſad ard wotul 
toad roo, envy them not, they are rather 
ldjects of Compaſſion and Pity, to ſee a 
lſkoer merrily for- a minute, (wallowing 
alhe bait” of pleaſure, and then to conſider 
Klis end 1s to be torn for ever with the hook 
WA. Vengeance; and after a little giglings 
Wad fooliſh mirth, to be caſt into a Lake of 
Jllte and Brimſtone for ever; O fad end. ! 
00happy is he that foreſeeth the bitrer end 
I&(dSio at laſt, and ſhunneth ir, by forgoing, 
Had fleeing the bewitching pleaſure of Sin 
etpreſent, and wile 1s he that takes up (out 

the Word of God) the ſame thoughts 
illSin, now amidſt all temptations and 
aldurements to it ; as the worſt, at Jaſt will 
Weferced ro rake up, out of cheir own ex- 
Wiktience and feeling, amidſt all the rorments 
a[4Hell, Sure ic is better to go ro Heaven 
mI labour, than ro Hell with pleaſure, 
W|to be preſeryed -in Brine, than to ror 
l | 2 
l, 
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in Honey (as one faith) to be fed upan (ah df he: 
Marſh-s, and ſhort Commons, and to live, kde ; | 


than to bz glutted in rank Paſtures, ant ( lovert 
fatted up for deſtrution. Wherefore, 0| .*l 


youth, call nor, chooſe not 'thac plealur pulcitu 
now, that thouſands are ſnftering the wrath 
of God for in Hell. All you that hay laye 1 
adyentured, and rook the [weer Bair, my heir E 
advice to {uch is, let them vornic up ther 11 
Morlſels again, and {mite on their Breaſ [9% ar 
and lament with p:nicent remorſe, tha 
ever they ſhould be tuch fools, as to delighn| 62g 
in' that which hath grieved God, anl ear, 
wounde} their own Souls, and never ans ! 
more reinin with the Dog to the Vonij;|* 9ce 
And then, nath, 
| lime; 
Seyenthly, Cofijer youthful ſ:nfval Plaf®; 
ſures are decenttnl, they mock thee, anfÞ%906s 3 
make a Fcol cf thee, and then thou mz[#% a1 
keſt 2a-mock and ſport of Sin. - Sin ſmlx|9%; 
with enricing blanaiſhmenrs, as Swan onj29ag 
our fir{t Parents. Ger 3 5- Ore ſhall he a lonten! 
Gods ; So here Sin promierh, O ye ſhailbt 100,anc 
thus, and thus afvanced, and advantag'd: mquire 
Bur wire ovr fiſt Parents as Goods, bl; pr te 
hear koning ro Sarzn, and eating of tic iy Pleat 
forbidden Frait > cot were rhey not cheated} rerful 
and inflead of being like G:1, they became Þc 
Iike $:ran, It is obſerved by rhe Mythal lealhy 
giits, that Pleaſure went out art firſt on 0 Wi f 
cation to Batue hier felt, and hayingſinr Hell 
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|<> her Cloaths, laid them by the Water 
Tide ; but Sorrow having hid ber felf in the 
overt as unieen, ftcals the Cloaths away, 
Jyts chem on, and ſo departs, Hence 
{oulcitudes are cheated, rhey run, and ride, 
[aurr, and woo Pleaſure; which they 
,[Þye no ſooner obtained, but they perceive 
heir Error, alas it 1s nothing bur Sorrow 
I in Pleaſures Cloaths. O yourg man, 
[at art ſo cager after Pleaſurcs, you know 
what you fo earneſtly reach a2tter, do 
enquire of thoſe that bave detetted rhe 
(hear, and they will tell you, there 1s no- 
ing in all the world ſo deceicul as Sm : 
| deceived Angels aboye, and Man be- 
xath, 1c promileth credit, and pays with 
kime; it promiſerh eaſe, and pays with 
ſain; it promilerh Bread, and pays Wirh 
tſ8ones; ic promiſerh a Paradiſe of plea- 
.|ite, and pays with a Wilderneſs of Sor- 
x[9vs; i promiſech Liberty, and pays with 
a[ondage; ic promilerh Satisfaftion and 
;[ontent, and pays with nothing but vexa- 


( 
( 


4[0n.and dilapointment. O young man, 


[quire ere thou ventureſt, enquire cx 
(m2 to what purpose  Whar ſhall I gaia 
«9 Pleaſures 2 Shall | be more free for, and 
j ixerful in the Szrvice of God 2 will my 
#| ul be more heavenly ? or my Body more 
[Ialhy 2 what will come of this picafure 2 
Wit forward me in the way to Heaven ? 
| Rell 2 will ic pay charges ar laſt? This 
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hunting after Senſual Pleaſures, and negled. 
ing God, and my precious Soul what alpef 
Will it have in irs final review? Alas you 
men, if you would bring things to a colt 
tryal and ſcrutiny, the vail of Stns pretency 
is ſo thin , that you might preſently dete$ 
irs falſhood, and in unmasking and dilcy- 
vering it Lyes, you would rcceive much 
advantage, in fortifying you againſt its Al 
lurements. I end this wich St. Pauls Ex 
hortation, Heb. 3. 13, Exhort one another 
daily left you be hardned through the deceit 
fulne/s of Sin. And then, 

Eighthly,and Laſtly, Confider in orderty 
the fleeing of this youthful Sin, of an cage! 
purſuic of vain Pleaſure, that you ſhall a 
looſe, but gain true pleaſure, and by abat 


doning the fpurious and pernicious Plealursſkanc 


of Sin , a ſound Converſion of thy Heat 
and Life to God, will but exchange tly 
Pleaſures, and exchange 1s no robbery, 
Sure it would be a great favour and kind 
neſs to take from thee the filthy, mudiy 
dirch-waters of Sin, and prefent thee wht 
the pure and precious Warers of Life, Wet: 
that man hurt that ſhonld have a glad 
Poyſon took out of his Hand , and a Cp 


of Sack put in? O youth, 1 mult not ſpar]. 
rotell thee, that thou wilt never taſte on. 


drop of true Delight and Pleaſure, il} tho 
art converted, and become ſeriouſly Reb 
ous : It isno part of God's meaning, _ 
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[ye enter his (weer Service, that we ſhould 
ie debarred of Pleafures, for the Ways of 
Wiſdom are Ways of Pleaſantneſs, and all 
Ther Paths are Paths of Peace, Prov. 3. 17. 
[fur only chat we ſhould exchange the Oni- 
ons and Garlick of Egypr, for the Milk and 
[Honey of Canaan; Tſaac muſt not be fa- 
[ificed, bur the Ram ; So here, all ramiſh, 
-Jand rank Pleaſures muſt, bur not the Soul- 
-[aviſhing, and refreſhing pleaſures at God's 
[tight hand, P/a/. 16. iz. O that you 
-[would bur make Experiment hereof, you 

will find One Hour's praying, berter 
othan a thouſand of prophane fudling ; (as 
Mr. 4z. Burg, faith) thou wilt find one 
{| tours enjoyment of Chriſt, as thy Husband 
[by Faith, betrer then all the wanton Dal- 
Snces, and unchaſte imbracements of un- 
tf kwful objeAts. So that, young man, thou 
!| feſt from true Pleaſures, when thou fleeſt 
| wt thy youthful ſenſual Pleaſures : the Lord 
HF Meſs theſe Confiderarions to thee. Now 
ſ] this brings me ro lay down ſome Rules to 
b| direct Yourh how they may flee the next 
youthful Sins. 


pl 


Remedies 


SS bw 4%$u T_ OCD <S 


190 A Directozy fo2 Youth. 


Remedies againſt thoſe Yeuthſul Sins of Flex- 
ibility in yielding to Temprations, and rea: 
dily going down the ſtream, following a mul. 


titude to do evil; and keeping ill Company, 
cc. 


Heſe Sins I have ſhewed you before, arte 

eſpecially the Sins of Youth, to be ea 
fily drawn: and enticed to do as otheis do, 
&c. Now [ ſhall very brietly otfer you ſome 
Conſiderations for the flecing of them. 


1. Conſider Chrilt's Flock is but a litde 
Flock, and the Gate and Way to Lite ctcr- 
nal is fraight and narrow, and they are but 
few that watkh therein. It you will not be 
conrent to go to Heaven wiih a few , you 
are never like to come there. T he beaten 
Path is the. common Road to Hell, which 
bath uſcd in all Ages to be thronged With 
Troops; but Heaven's ſtraight way, from 
the time of the old Worid ro this day, hath 
ac beſt, had bur a paucity of Walkers, and 
ſometimes a l1cgularity » as Noa/ in his day 
was ſingular,and E/1j4h in his day left alone, 
when there were 400 falle Propl:c:s of Ba: F! 
aud Jeremiah, was fain to weep in lecrct 
I contef: this is a hrewd tempration to voung 
Pcople, and of ali Ages, that age of Ycuti 
is moſt 1 danger of ſtumbling ar i ; but 
O Youwutt, is it not better 10 bc layed along, 
of 
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a with a few, than to periſh with millions > 
Had yort lived in Noa#'s time when the 
Flood came, Wculd you not have rather 
thoſe to have been preſerved with Noat's Fa- 
mily alonc, than drown'd with the reſt, tho? 
you had all.the world to keep ycu compa- 
oy ? | remember the learned Breerwood di- 
vides the World into 39 parts, and after a 
diligent pondering ct 1t, tclleth us, that 19 
of the Zo are Paganiſhz and of the 1: 
ratts that remain , he ſaith Mahumetiſm 
akes up {1x, ſo that there remairs but five 
br Chriſtianiſm. O that the Detire of all 
Nations might come, and accompliſh that 
frophecy, lia. 2. 1, 2. When the mountain of 
the houſe of the Lord ſhall te exalted on the 
lo of the mountains, and all Nations ſhall flow 


Youth, that thou muſt either renounce all 
hopes of Heaven, and lay aſide thy Chri- 
lianiy, or elſe be willing to be ſingular to 
the World that lies tn wickedne$ ; it's the 
World's faſhion ro be prayerleſs and gracc- 
ks: bur will you read Row, 12. I. with Jam. 
17. And then with theie Scriptures , fee 
1 Fohy 2.15, 16, But it may be objeaed, 
That you are c« me cur of the Pagen and 
Mahumeran World, you go with the Chri- 
tan World ; and therefore v bar can be (aid 
wainſt you, bur that you may do as other 
Chriſtians do ? I anſwer, with the Apoſtle 
hat ſpake expielly of cur 1imes, in that ct 

; 2 Tim. 


"to it, So that you way fee by this, O- 
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2 Tim. 1. and the five firſt Verſes : This know, World 
that in the laſt days perilous times (hall come Fn, ( 
Men ſhall be ſo and fo, even in the Cherch ffi bl 
"God, having a form of godlineſs, but denyingſ , 

the power. Well, whar Advice doth he giyrſyie n( 
as to theſe nominal Chriſtians 2 why, in theſvv * 
very next words, he faith, From fuck turn it's 
away. Alas! in the Chriſtian World thefp, tha 
tumber of ſound Belicvers 1s but ſmall, in-; 
deed if all that name the Name of Chriſt. C 
might paſs for true Chriſtians, che numbetÞuth i: 
would be great ; bur if no more mult by Evi 
accounted true Chriſtians, than /ach 45 arJncke 
born again, and all old things are done awayhs | 
and all things become new, being dead to jnion 
who once were dead in (in, &c. O then thqwilies 
number ts but ſmall! It's amazing to meftlo r 
that ſtrange blindneſs and heavy judgmentFirain' 
thar is fallen upon thouſands of ticular Chngt of 
ſtians at this day they will ſeycrely condemiaDel 
a Man that he is no good Chriſtian , chatfhws u 
doth nor profeſs his Faith in Chrilt, andpully : 
come to Church, and the like ; and yet wilt they 
hug themſelves with this, that they are goodſbodl1: 
Proteſtants and Chriſtians, althc* they willſgrw 

make nothing of omiſſion of Cloſer and Fw ſor 
mily-Prayer ; they will many of them {weatjed r 
and curſe, and live in Rioting and Drunpt ſeek 
kennels, yer if they but come to Church, &:Þing; 
all is well. Ir were impoſſible to reckon Wiloun, 
here the chouſands of ways how Saran ard be | 
Sin blind poor Sinners in the oy this 
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world to their everlaſting deſtrution. Now 
e:$n, O young Man, conjult not with fleſh 
of! blood, it may be there are many abour 
neſe, caroal Friends and Neighbors, that 
yege no fear of God, and thete are ſceking to 
heþw you off : O remember this advice, 
ml (it's in finitely better ro be ſaved with a 
hep, than be damn'd with a multicude. 

It- 
iſt}, Conſider ill Company , whereunto 
betuth is exceedingly prone, is a Self-deſtroy- 
beþ Evil ; nothing more emboldens Sinners 
aruickednels. A company of wanton, looſe 
ayths mer together, 1s like a Peſt-houſe for 
ſnion ; they do a world of miſchief in 
thewilies, Churches, Kingdoms ; here it is 
met ſlo many of England®s, Londor?s Youth 
entfirain'd up for Hell, they ſoon alcend the 
brit of the Scorner, and {o are quickly ripe 
miſaDeſcent down to Hell. Here they ſowe 
hafows under one anothers Elbows, and {ſtu- 
andfully argue one another ro damnation ; 
miſt they let flie againſt Religion, deriding 
oofeodline(s, jeering at ochers, ſaying, What 
willgrow preciſ» ? Tow turn Fool ? Thus as 
Fu ſouvhr the death of Chriſt, and de- 
eated che young Babes in Bethlehem; (o 
v0 ſeek the deſtruftion of any hopetul 
&Fnngs and good motions that are at avy 
wound in perſons of tender years: And 
ard be lamenced exceedingly, the {ad Suc- 
alhis hach had in this Cicy, O the invu- 
x} © merable 
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merable Tears and Groans of gocl'y Patentshc b 
thac this hath coſt ! And, after all, no recof F: 
very of their prodigal Children our of thi 1s x 
Snare of che Devi®s ill Company. Thehyyb| 
Lord be merciful ro us, and convince the, } 
Youth ( into Whole hands this Book ſhall w k 
' fall ) of this Nation, of this City , of th$)j?; 
truth of this, and cauſe them to keep at theny \ 
utmoſt diſtance from this Pir of deſtruftio cher 
It is upon this account that wile Solomon (ori, 
trequently calls updn the young Man, Nh $, 
to come near the borders of this temptaton,n ry $ 
paſs on that ſide of the way , or near tt 
chreſbols of the houſe where this bait i lat) ;, ( 
O young Man, be watchful of your Congnda 
pany, the greateſt danger is when you atqy arc 
among vain and earnal Friends, and Aqr{ns 
quainrance ; theſe are the great Impedimentemer 
in your way to Heaven. In all probabili mas | 
many had bcen converced, it rhey had allody ir y 
ciared with gracious perſons. The Man i hew, 
ter God's own heart, begins his firlt P/alaþ y/; 
with, Bleſſed s the Mun that walketh not in My hea! 
rompany of. the ungodly. O ies an excellete $; 
means to the ſaving of Souls ro be then hiph 
where there is continual helps te Converli) req 
and Holineſs, as Prayers, and heavenly like; ir 
ſtruQions , and godly Examples : wheraYulenr] 
among the ungodly, there are continWllf the [ 
remptarions to Sin; wicked Society 1s! bbreak 
Devil's Boar, wherein he ferrieth over m Ks 7 


tirudes ro Hell. O young Man, as YRinyir 
SE. ould. 
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Mould not be gathered with the ungodly at 
i, take heed of joining wich them now. Ir 
thifns che Prayer of a godly Perſon under 
 e$ouble, on a dying Bed, O Lord, let me not 
the to Hell, where the wicked are; for, Lord, 
balls kzoweft, 1 never loved their Company here ! 
041i; a Soul-deſtroying Evil to keep com- 
ny wich thoſe whoſe nearneſs will {et me 
locker off from God, to be there where 
! oforldlines, Prophaneneſs, and Wantonneſs, 
Nd Senſuality reign, what 1s this, but the 
a y Suburbs of Hell? And chen 

oh 


ail) 3, Conlider what an Honour and Com- 
oendarion 1t 1s to reſiſt Temptation while 
ad are Young,and the ſollicications of vain 
Arlons are ſtrong, O theo, to flee their en- 
Knements, how excellent and laudable is it ? 
If was Lor's unbappineſs ro dwell in Sodom, 
abu it was high honour to be righteous there. 
' iÞ fewed ( fairh an ingenious Wricer ) that 


alu holineſs was of a trong complexion, to retain 


7 8: hea/thfulneſs in fo corrupt an Air. It's a 
Ilenhrear Sin to be bad among the good, bur it 1s 
KIT high Honour ro be gaod among the bad. 
(10 remember, Young Man, how well God 
| Iles ir, when evil Company do (irongly and 
erAdently draw and entice thee to the lervice 
DO the Devil, che Fleſh and the World, then 
 Widreak rhrough all thoſe helliſh importuai- 
mul Cas Foſeph did,and cleave to the Lord with 
Ylinyincible and holy reſolution, See the 
ld] O 2 hongur 
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honour of this in that ſacred and ſweet por. 
tion of Scripture, 2 Cor. 6G. 14. to the end {i the 
I will dwell in them, and watk in them, and In, 
will be their God, and they ſhall be my people Jie. 
wherefore come out from among them, and leon V 
ye ſeparate, ſaith the Lord, and touch not theſie fl 
unclean thing, and 1 will receive you, and Ian 
wit! be a Father to you , and ye ſhall be mice, | 
Sms and Daughters, ſaith the Lord God Aljnothc 
mighty. It therefore you flee, and withdravft che 
from evil Company, you ſhall be honouredſiual 
with Gou's Company and Acquaintance,andfic FI 
what can you defire more > See how Dazilftznce 
rriumpherh in this Priviledge, Pſal. 23. 4 it 
Tho I walk through the valley of the ſhadm# the 
of death, yet will 1 fear none ill: why 2 bath 
cauſe thou art with me. Hence T/a. 43.1 he 
When thou paſſeſt through the water, 1 will l&y n 
with thee, fear not drowning. When fiiſ{ud, 
and heart failerh, God will never. mg l 
e 


na 

4. Conſider, That yielding to the enticvf. 7 
mens of the ungodly, and joining with them,ung 
not only a foul Sin, tut a fearful ſign of Wlatr 
graceleſs perſon ; for what fellowſk:p hath rig "2 w 
teonſneſs with unrighteonſneſs ? and what unutly 
munion hath light with darkneſs ? and whi|Wwech 
congord hath Chriff with Belial > and whutſlerelo 
agreement hath the Temple of God with Tdolsija. En 
Now this Argument ſhould mightily move) 
you to abhor and flee the company of the}#hyy, 
wicked, as you would a houſe marked onWrar 
© for [pi 
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di the Plague. It was the ſaying of an Hea- 
d jen, That Company tu of an aſſimulating na- 
| re. Sceſt rhou a Perſon chooſing commu- 
hon with one that is carnal, that liveth after 
theſie fleſh, &'c. You may be ſure that that 
{1 1Þan 18s fo too; for as Face anſwereth to 
mace, fo do Mens Hearts and Lives to one 
{other after their kind. They that are af- 
avk he Spirit, do all favour and chuſe a {pi- 
redjiiual Converſation ; fo they that are after 
indie Fleſh, do chuſe a carnal Converſation. 
widflence David, who was a gracious Man,pro- 
. 4h it by this mark, P/a/. 16, 3. ſpeaking 
dnJl the Saints, the excellent ones of the earth, 
beach he ) in whom # all my delight. And 
2.1] heavenly Apoſtle Fohn giveth you this 
t leery mark of true godline(s, in 1. Foh. 3. 14- 
&fifind, on the other hand, a keeping and lo-. 
" the company-of ungodly perions, 1s 
mde the badge of an unconvyerted perſon, 
tice-[ſ. 7. 8. Ephraim he hath mixed himſelf 
m,|\mmg the: People. W hat People ? why, the 
of i[olatrous Heathens. And what's this a ſign. 
igh42 why, that he was but an Hypocrite, ele- 
confaatly expreſſed: in that Metaphor that fol: 
phaloyerh,. Ephraim i a Lake not turned. . O 
phutſeelore, as you would eſcape:the mark of 
lr .Enemy to God and Godlineſs.: Flee thus: 
ore) aubiul Luſt of. ill, Company, have: no fel-: 
thelmhip. with the unfruitful works of : darkueſs,, 
out| rather  reprove them, Eph. 5, 11.*Company. 
for [with him that is a Fornicator, 1 Cor. 5+ 9: 
Q 3  Wakk 
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Walk not in the way, enter not into the path iid | 
of evil Men, Prov.1. 1. and 4:14. Andlmw 
this brings me to lay down Remedies againſt fi wa: 
the next Sin that Youth are prone to, viz. Jnour 


The Sin of Intemperanice. Its Fa 
lake 

Remedies againſt the Touthful Luft of Trten- 

' perance. 2. 

[when 
TN His is a Sin Youth 1s much given to, a;{and C 
£ I have in the beginning ſhewed , now [ihe 7/ 
in order to the flecing of it. = 
thou 


Firf, Labour after a diſtin and clear jump! 
knowledge what it is? wherein it ſtands? [18. 2 
The Schooimen fay,a perſon is guilty of this [(ruiſe 
Sin theſe five ways when he eats and drinks: [while 
I, Prepropere , too haſtily. 2. Lavte, roofit her 


daintily. J. Nimi, too much. 4. Ardenter, 
too vehemently. 5. Studios, too cate 
fally. 


- 1. If he eartoo ſoon or haſtily, beforethe 
proper Seaſon, Ila. 5. 11. Wo to them tht 
riſe up early, that they may follow fkreng drinh, 
And Ecc]. 0. 17. Wo to the Land whoſe Prit- 
ces eat in the marning. A' time wherein the 
Soul 1s 10 be feaſted at rhe Throne of Grace, 
and: in the:word of God's Grace, Prayer,and 
reading the Scripture, according re*that' ex- 
cellent Rule in Marth. 5, 34: " Firſt feel the 
. kingdom of - God. And then perſon may . 
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th]þid to eat too ſoon er haſtily, when he falls 
1d oa without Prayer, or craving of a Blcffing ; 
jſt jt was the continual prattice of our dear Sa- 
/z. four, Who is our Example, to look up to 

Itis Facher for a Bleſſing, c're he would par- 
lake of the Creature. 


2. | a perſon cat and drink too daincily, 
|when there 1s an exceſs in point of Coltlineſs 
a3]and Crriolity 5. Manna had been better for 
ihe Iſraelites , than Quails. Holy Facob's 

anified deſires extended no farther, than if 

thou wilt give me Bread to eat ; mark it, net 
ar ſumpruous delicate Fare , but Bread, Gen. 
2 18. 20. And Eljah was content with a 
is (raiſe of Water, and a Cake on the Coals, 
5: Inhile Fezabe?Ps 490 Prophers were pamper'd 
00 fit her full Table. Chriſt has ravghr us here- 
r, 10 in that Petition, how to regulate our de- 
e-[lires, Give #s this day our daily Bread. Pray 
blerve it, no more than plain Bread. And 
te Apoſtle.ſarth, Having food and rayment, 
he let us therewith be content, 1 Tim. 6.8. Ray- 
at|ment, not - Ornament: So that when we 
= [( without* cauſe ) crave delicate Fare , and 
"-Juſh our beyond rhat proportion our Eftates 
i [nd Incomes will bear, we are guilty'of this 
&|M: And then when we are te0- curious 
1d |abour the Sorts of Meat and Drink, and 
{- [ter Dreſſing and Sawces, we herein gene- 
le [ally ſend in Ammunition to the ſenſual 
[Apperite, to rebel againſt Reaſon and Grace. 
W 7 D 4 3. We 
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3. We offend, and are guilty of thi 


Sin of Intemperance, when we: cxceed as | 


the quantity, cating and - drinking mar 
than what fits us for our general, and par. 
ncular calling ; as we muſt not negle& on 
Bodies, ſo on the other hand we muſt ng 
pamper them ; Take heed ({aith our Say 
our) /ef at any time your Hearts be owr- 
charged with Surfeiting, &c. and lo tha 
Day come upon you at unawares. 
was the Sin of the Old World, and Soden; 


and it 1s England's and London's Sin, elpecslF 


ally the younger ſorc; at this day. 


4+ We offend, and are guilty of this Sin, 
when we feed eagerly, and (greedily, or 
St. Jude \peaketh in the 12. ver. They feel 
without feqr, not regarding God's awful Di: 
penſations 1n the world, as you have ith 
torth in that G: Amos, Wo to them that att 
at eaſe in Zion, ' ver. 1. That lie upon Bell 
of Toory, and firet ch themſelves . upon thei 
Gouches, and eat the Lambs out of the Flack, 
and the Calves out of the midj# of the Stall 
Ver: 4+ That drink Wine in Bowls, but are tt 
grieped at the Afidions' of Foſeph, ver. 6 


When the Church of God ts drinking|ten 


Blood and Tears, - it is unſeaſonable to drink 
Wine in Bowls : Danie/ would eat no plex 
fant Bread, nor drink Wine, . when it wett 
ill with the-poor People of God.: .' 


, 
. 


5. We 


lying 


G1 
tan 


Ne 
la ſt; 
ke ir, 


Sec 
0d, 
nd © 
be þ 
lt It 
ce 
Ig. j 

w | 
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5. We offend, and are guilty of this Sin, 
« PA we eat {tudiouſly, when we ſtudy to 
xamper, and make proviſion for the Fleſh, 
and to pleale our Apperite, as if we were 
wſebrors to the Fleſh ro live to it, and ca- 
dcxr for 1t. 


16. We offend herein, when we make 
he pleaſing of our Apperice our main end, 
bxjn Eating and Drinking 3 and nor the glo- 
m;lilving of God, and preparing ns for his 
kryice. The All-wiſe God never gave us 
wr Appctites, to be our rule, or our end, 
neating and drinking ; bur to be governed 


Snþy Grace and Reaſon, to an bigher end 
; a]han pleaſing the Fleſh. 

eel 

Di Now having ſhewn you whercin this 


ſa] ſtands, the next direftion 4n order to 


Secondly, Study how hateful this Sin is ro 
bod, and how hurtful it is to your ſelves, 


rinkſlg. Whoſe end i detruttion, whoſe Ged is 
ex teir Belly, being enemies to the Croſs of Chriſt. 
ett [lence Gluttons are. commonly called Beily- 
bd. And you may furcher ſee kow odi- 

ous 
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ous it 15 to God in that thundring Scrip.this 
cure, T/a. 22. 14. In that day did the Lorthmes, 
call for Weeping, and Mourning, and behulthink 
eating f Fleſh, and drinking of Wine, ſaying it 1 
Let #4 eat and drink, for to morrow we hl yo! 
aye Surely this Iniquity (hall not be purgelſfves. 
away, till you dye, ſaith the Lord of Hojsmuls. 
Again, it is hatetnl ro God, as it 1s a nowudy, 
-rious Tranſgrefhon of his holy Law, Epheſheſſer 
5- 18. Luke 21. 34. Prov. 23 20. Ic isa Suial « 
{o exprefly again t the command of Golf, 
that Glurrons and Drunkards can't picadfje G! 
ignorance. eſpecially {uch as live under thence 
Goſpel: So that it muſt needs be hateful wh a; 
God, fecing it 1s Rebellion agaivit tiqy Sw 
Light, Fob 24. 13 hence David cxpoſtulatyhres 
in P21. 19. 13. Wherefore doth the i urairgs 
contemn God? Again, it muſt nccds ble D 
hateful wo God, as it carricth in it a battaſkert) 
of God; it the Friendſhip of thi World « rftemx 
mity with God, as St. James affirmeth, in ing t 
4. Fam. 4 Whaz 1s then frieadfhip witlffteſery 
the Luſis of r1e Fjieſh. O- young men,chinlfhtemp 
of ir {etionfly, when you are tempted Offen it 
Riot, and! Exceſs, this is diret enmityWar ag 
Gol, and therefore moſt hateful ro-hinſheſeec 
and cin your fecbie Hanes graſp, and mater ag, 
your part good with Qmniporency ? Illneſs 
a terrible thing to renounce the Heaven Opelt þy 
God's Jove and favour, for the plealing tho 
of mv Throat; bur direftly to run Ped me 
the Hei] of his hatred, O what mapucrm , an 


A Directozy fo2 Youth. 203 


rip-hthis? It were much berter a thouſand 


orthmes, that thou ſhouldſt never ear bir, or 


wlttink drop more, than do ſo. And then 


init is thus hateful to Gods {o it is hurttul 
halſþ your lelves, and others. (1.) To your 
rgdfives, and that both as to your Bodies and 
bfJwls. Intemperance 15 the bane ef rhe 
ooJody, as it fills it with Diſeaſes, and op- 
meſhefſerh Nature, conſuming its animal and 
Snhial Spirits, and ſo is a degree of {elf mur- 
zodrr. Pho hath Ws ? who hath Sorrow ? bur 


jade Glurron and Drunkard, Prov. 23. 2g. 


 thefence are thoſe proverbial Sayings, Mear 
11 hls as many as the Muſquet, and the Board as 
tte Sword, and much Meat, much Matady. 
latghres pereunt crapula, quam capuia, 8c, It 
ings rain to a man's Eſtate. Prov. 23. 21. 
; bile Drunkard and the Glutten ſhall come to 
meaerty, Many a man hath become by 
; eFfitemperance, worſe than an Infidel, in wa- 
1t!fſlg that Proviſion, that he was bound to 
witfeſerve for Wife and Children. Thus 
hinfktemperance is hurtful to che Body. And 
d Wten it is hureful to che Soul], as it wages 
ty War againſt it. 1 Pet.2. 11. Dearly beloved, 
wnPeſeech you, abftain from fleſhly I.nufts, which 
nalper againſt the Soul. Fualnels breeos forget- 
 Wilnels of God. Dewr. 6. 11, 12. When thou 
0 OPelt have eater, and art full, then beware 


wg thou forget the Lord. So Prov. JO, g. 


inifedme with Food convenient for me, left I be 
Ie, and deny thee, and ſay, Who is the 
bl. Lord > 
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Lord ? It unfits the Soul for all holy Ex. 
ercites, a ful! Belly, and a lean Soul uluallyl ic 
o togciher: When the great enquityſpon i 

is, Whar ſha}l we cat? what ſhall wes, 
drink > There is a dcep f1lence about the he M 
Soul, no ſuch voice heard as, Waar ſhall Go 
I do to be ſaved > A full Belly (laith one); 
neither ſtadies well, nor prays well, and hem 
Pan! ſaith, in Rom. 16. 10. That they ſerithy wil 
net the Lord Chrit, that ſerve their om mor 
Bellies. bynd, 
| Ih a word, Tntemperance is {© htrtful whod \ 
your {elves, as that withour {1mely reper-Jhis T 
tance, and flecing ic, it will moſt certainlyhherci 
exclude Soul and Body our of Heaven, andhy he 
plunge both into-Hell for evermore. 1 Cr, 
6.9, Know ye not (faith the Apoſtite) that me x 
the Unrighteous hat} not inherit the Kingdon np fa 
of God; be not deceived, neither Drunkards gli 
&c. Gal. F. 19, 20,21. Now the works ofige 
the Fleſh are manifeſt ; Drunkenneſs, Revel Tears 
ling S, and fach lhe. of which I have told you ay . 
before. a3 J have alſ: to/d yort in time paj, [) \'l 
that they which do ſuch things, hail not ti-lof thi 
herit the Kingdom of God. And in the Bly G 
of Litke a5. If thir Servant ſhall begin t0edt\yher 
and drink, 1nd be irink.n, the Lord of tha 
Servant will ont Fm ufunder, and will appant} Th 
him bis p-t0n with the Unbelever. Aud|thy $ 
char 14 Rel. | coal 
Any then this Sin "Of Intcmperance \ by $ 
hurt! to ethers, its injurious to the Poo!, 
. cloatl-| 
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bathing and ftecding them. Many have 
Exho Mony for {uch uſes, becauſe they have 
ly; It away, and prodigally conſumed It 
Itykpon thetic Luſts of Glutrony and Drunken- 
Wehels. And t's a Sin highly aggravatcd by 
tne he Miteries and Affiictions of the Church 
allkiGod ar this day, whereiu God calls for 
N)hourning : Now at ſuch a time to ſay with 
] Sdhem in 1/z. 56. 12, Fe will fetch Wine, and 
rhe will fill our ſelves with ſflrong Drink, and 
on morrow ſhall be as this day, and much more 
byndarit. O what an aggravation 1s this, 
| OÞnd would tro God that 1 could not apply 
XIMJhis T ext ro Cur preſent tires : the Lord be 
Iniyercitul ro us ! What an incongruity is it 
af hear and fee fome Chrifians ready to 
Wave, and cry our tor a bit ot Bread, in 
0 Þne place; and others, Feſuran like wax- 
Mag fac, and kicking for Wantonneſs; ſome 
r9.lowling in Blood, and others in Vomir z 
{ 9Jome' teeding on Aſhes, and drinking of 
fears, while others fare deliciouſly every 
Flay; ſome like Des, other like L1zaras. 
Þ41) young men, ſtudy the hainous nature 
* I this Sin of Faremperance, as it is hatetul 
- lb God, and huriful ro your {elves and 
9 ed Jothers. And then 
the 
pail, Thirdly, Study thy f&alf, both the ſtate of 
Ad by Soul and Body : enquire and COMMUNE 
\ {|vth your own Hearts about ir, whether 
© 5\tby Soul be in a flate of Grace, and Peace 
oor, with 
ath- 


a. at ee IP; wks 1 ET NG I: © 
CERT IT ENS ed? > | 7 i n 


N one of them ir is: O Jabour after a tru: 
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With Gad, or of Sin and Enmity ? be ſure 


"light of ir, which it 1s? it a ſtate of Sin andſſeme 
Enmity, then faſting and abſtinence, be. 
come one in thy condition, much more ſ* 
than cating and drinking. Alas, a pocr | 
Sinner, unreconciled ro God ready to drop in-Fiefly 
ro Hell, and hanker after dainties, and deli- 
cacies of Meats and Drinks, how abſurd'] I. 
Bur if ir be a ſtate of Grace, and Peace, whypmhid 
then Grace will be content with lels thanÞat 1! 
Nature, and Nature will be content widÞedge 
liccle. fr is Luft char is ſo ourragious, buÞBar 
they that are Chriſt's, have crucified theÞat's 4 
Fleſh with irs Aﬀections, and Lnſts. Andpres, 
then ſtudy the ſtate of thy Body roo, is tÞ? m1 
not mertal * muſt ic not be Ore longÞind {c 
Worms meat « and then do bur ſoberlyF 44- 
judge how far ſuch a thing ſhould be pam-Þ#s, 
pered, and at what rates. O methinks af wa. 
fight of your ſtare, ſhould make you abhorſÞtn ( 
Gluttony and Epicuriſm. O youth, attendÞ- ver 
hereunto, remember Eſau was called pro-Ptany 
phane, for parting with his Birch right, forÞ*Keth 
one Morlel of Meat : and when ever youÞap. 1 
feel ygur Appetite eager and craving, re-ſitir p, 
member theſe three diretions | have nowÞir fo 
given you, to flee chis Sin ; which brings me[M-ba 
to lay down Rules and Remedies agaiuſt che ad $4; 
next yourhful Luſt. _ 
17. 
[Une 
Remedies 
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ad Memedies again(t that Touthful Sin of Lying. 


r(PHis is a Sin 1 have ſhewed, that Youth 
olL are eſpecially prone to, I ſhall very 
1 ſriefly lay down {ome DireCtions to flee ir 
l- 
1'j 1. Awaken thy Soul, young mar, to 
ntder the danger of this Sin of Lying, and 
anÞiat 10. theſe rwo particulars, (1.) Its a 
Badge ofa graceiels Child, And (2.) it's 
ÞBar ro endleſs glory: Irs a badge of one 
heÞſar's graceleſs ; pray ponder on theſe Scrip- 
nd fires, 1. 63. 8. For be laid, Surely they 
irve my People, Children that will not the. 
ngÞind lo he was their Saviour. And John 
ly 44- when our Saviour told the wicked 
n-Iſws, they were of their Father the Devil, 
afwowas a Lyar, and the Father of it. And 
orien (24) It is a Bar to Life eternal, Rev. 21. 
nd}. ver. And there fhall in no wiſe enter into 
0 It any thing that defileth, neither what ſoever 
or Pukerh 4 Lye. Bur in- the $. ver. of thar 
cuÞap. ir is affirmed, That all Lyars ſhall have 
re-['Meir part in that Lake thas burneth with 
"wPir for evermore. O this Sin hath been 
nc [Me bane of multitudes, it ruin'd Ananias 
ke [ud Sapprira,in the 5. of the A#s. Ic is ore 
{thoſe ſeven things the Lord hates, Prov. 
k17. Moreover, it is the ruin of all hu- 
[ane Soctety'and Cemmetrce: for where 
es | 6t [ere 
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there isno Trurh,there can be no Truft; and 
where there is no Iruft, there can be n9 


all human Society. Ina word, Lying is 
the very Image of rhe Devil. 


2. Arm your ſelves before hand with 
forcible Scripture Arguments, and Anti- 
dotes againſt ic, that whenloever the Temp- 
tation returns, it may not. catch you un- 
provided. As for inſtance, if hopes of Pro- 
fix cempr thee to Lye, have it in readineſs, 
O Satan, what ' a man Profited, if he gait 
the whole World, and loſe his own Soul ?' ot 
what can a man give in exchange for his Soul? 
What tell ye me of a little Pelf and Profit 
that Thieves can fteal ſuddeniy, and that 
Death will ſtrip me of ſhortly: © this worth 
the lokng my Soul for, and thoſe unſearchable 
Riches of Chrif, and Heaven, that Crown of 
Life? It a little fear of mortal {rowns, and 
diſpleaſure from thy Superiours, prompts 
chee to Lve, provide thy felt, and beat 
back the Temprter with an, Tt 75 written, 
Who art thou that art afraid of a man that 
s Graſs ? Fear not them that can kill the 
Body, and no more ; but fear him that cat 
defiray both Brdy and Soul, and catt both int 
Hell. O Satan ! man cannot damn me, but 
God can, and will, if I make a ve. O how 
much more tolerable 1s the wrarh of a mn, 
that is but a breathing clod- of Clay, _ ' 

| ready, 


dy 
Thy 
thriving Trade, Truth being the Bond of fiat! 


the 
10M | 
lkely 
il 
Icov© 
tre 1 
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{| ſady to dye, and turn co Duſt z than the 
o frach of the living God, that is every mo- 
x hient ready to (eize the Lyar. Once more; 
| the Temptation to lye, receive force 

pm hopes of concealment, or that ir is not 

kely ever to be diſcovered, &c. ſay, O 
þ Þrvil, can 1t be concealed from, or lie un- 
j. covered ro the Eye of Heaven 2 While 
p. fiere is a God above, and a Conſcience 
i. Jthin me, can I and my Lye (if I ſhould 
> facure) lie hid long, be ſure it would find 
s, | our, to gripe and tormene me. Where- 
in $i avoid, avoid Satan. Truth of Speech, 
7 $4 Peace of Coaſcience, cannot be roo 
2 uch priz'd, nor too carefully preſeryed, 
5; fording to that old Rule, 


h Fire to be true, nothing can need a Lye, 
le VFanlt that needs it mot grows two thereby. 


d 13. and Lafy, Beg hard of God, to purge 
os | Heart; for out of the evil treaſute of 
a Þ bearer proceeds Lying, and all Evil, che 
z, Fiacipal work muſt, be about thy Hearr, 
ot Vi. 12. 2, They ſpeak Lyes (faith the P/al- 
be PP) with littering Lips, and with a double 
mn Peat do they ſpeak, Gen. 17. 9. The Heart 
to Peceitfu! abrve all things. _ Now if eyer 
ut! would flee this Sin of Lying, O. get 
w PRearr-Cure, or this Evil will break our 
the Lips again, bn ſhou!d for 

| 2 
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| a time bridle your Tongues: As a Spring 
will have its Courſe, though you ſhould{; 
dam up the Stream a while, it will after al,"Þ, 
while break through all your Banks, and! 
ru2 into the old Channel again : So here! 
it will be even ſo, For out if the abundance! "Oey 
of the Heart the Mouth ſpeaketh ; and the] 
old Heart is a kin to the old Serpent for! 
Lying ; irs only the New Heart, that is 

the true Heart ; and until che Hearr. be re-a p- 
newed, the Tongue cannot be aright rej} 
formed. How can ye that are evil (faith 

our Saviour) ſpeak good things ? Howcal , 
r0u match a double Heart, and a ſingle, 
Ton ue together ? a Lying Heart, and aþ 1. « 
true Tongue > Since there is ſuch a near I-ple 
relation between the one, and the other, a&,-. . 
between the Cauſe, and its efteA. Nowy,.,, 
yuung man, who can create a new adh, 1, 
true Heart in thee but God ? Whither theaſpy n 
ſhouldſt chou go buc co him > this was Dah;, 
vid's praftice 3 how frequently do we findc. . | 
him on his Knees, ſometimes praying thaſ, - | 
God weuld make his Heart ſound 5 mf, , 
Statutes ; (ometimes that God would creagg,... - 
in him a clean Heart, and renew a tighy. * 
Spirit within him ; again,ſometimes he pray "308 


Remove from me the way of Lying : and way Mn th 


rents 
lotive, 


itin vain? Ohno; he was a man alih, 
God's own Heart, he would not endure 
Lyar 'in his fight, in his Houle. 
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| The next Sin I ſhall direct you to flee, is 
leglet of Relative Duties ; as Obedience 
I Parents and Maſters, &c. 


C 


Remedies againf that Youthful Sin of Diſo+ 


; bedience to Parents and Mafers. 
is 


5 
HIT His is a Sin peculiar to that ſtate of Life, 
41 O Young Man, if you would flee it. 
a i. Study theſe Scriptures, Epheſ. 5. I. Col. 
0. Children obey your Parents, &Cc. for this 
the firſt Command with promile, and it 1s 
"Fef-p/eaſing ro God : here is a double Argu- 
Þcnc co enforce Obedience to Parents. Firſt, 
"S hath a promiſe of long Life annexed, That 
"#y days may be long in the Land. 1s not this 
| Þbe reckoned a ſingular Bleſſing, eſpecially 
Kit comes 1n by the way of a precious Pro- 
Y le > O flee Diſobedience , as you would 
Te immature Dearh, or being cur off , and 
"Þt down, ia the flower of your Age; for 
"Mere is nothing more direaly tends to cut 
>" Flor your life, than this Sin of Diſobedience 
I ÞParenr+, as in the Inſtance of 46b/ſz/on. And 
" Fin the 2.1 Argnm nt is, T hat Obedience to 


re 


"Prents is well-pleaſing to God. O powerful 


, 


*Plrive, it wants nothing of ſtrength ro move 
4,19, only a duc Application, and then 


Pa 2, Con- 
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2, Conſider how the Sin of Diſobedience |nd t 
to Superiors, entails Goa's Curie upon you; 01 
ſee for this thele Scriptures, Prov.Zo.17. 1 Sam. young 
4 11. Lev. 24. 14. Deut, 21. 18. Deut. 27. |te & 


IG, , LE 
7; 
3. Confider how ſubjeft and obedient hyhov 
Chriſt was ro his Parents, Luke 2.51, and lhye : 
ſhould not you be ſ{ubje&t ro yours 2 Chrilt kth { 
hearkned to his, and wont you to yours? O fiffer 1 
write after this bleſſed Copy. icent 
LS | 
- 4. Confider how unnatural a thing 1t is, 

nor to love, honour, and obey your Parents; | Anc 
you have your being from them, and come fſoke, 
out of their loins'; you have coſt them ma- gin 
ay thouſand of Cares and Fears, and T eats, fem 
and will you rebel againſt them 2 I have ob-Fhtes, 
ſerved that there 1s in Youth, when grownſj, x 
up, uſually ſuch headineſs and pride in rheit flat, T 
behaviour rowards their Parcats, that whenfhrgy 
they ſhonld have moſt comfort in chem.thcylhq #4 
have moſt heart-breaking grief and {orroW. fyuring 
O Youth thinks, they are wiſe enough nowguy þ; 
ro govern, rule, and ro diſpoſe of chemicivesF 69g 

without adviſing with their Paxenrs. Þut bh | 
it known to rhee,O fooliſh Youth,God doth, ir 
not think as thou doſt, and long experience Lo 
hath inſtructed 'us of the Errours of unexpe 
rienced Yowh herein, in choſe many la 
all 
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{nd rutaing miſcarriages that have followed 
; [yon rhe evil choice they have made. O- 
. ffoung People, pray conſider how much you 
. {xe the Goods and Poflefſions of your Pa- 
ents z That you cannot without a kind of 
ſheft C as one faith ) diſpeſe of your ſelves, 
t nebout rhe conſent of your Parents. And I 
d [aye alſo made this Obſeryation, That God 
lt Yth ſeldom ( of all As of Difohedience ) 
I kiffer thar of marrving againſt the conſent of 
arents, go off the ftage of this Lite un- 
- Iniſhed- | 
ls 
$1 And then for Servants that are under the 
x floke, who are in great danger of miſcarry- 
a-bp in that Relation , let me prevail with 
5, em to treaſure up theſe following Scr1- 
b- fares, Eph. 6: 5,6, 7, 8. Col. 3. 22, 23,24, 
my. 1 Tim. 6.1,2. And eſpecially . ſtudy 
ell at, Titus 2. 9, 10. and I Pet.2.18. Exhort 
Cl firvants to be obedient to their own Maſters, 
CY-Wd to pleaſe them well in all things; net an= 
WW. ering again, not purloining, but ſhewing all 
OW Þd fidelity, that they may adorn the Doftrine 
"ff God our Saviour in all things. O remem- 
bk, that in ſerving your Maſters after the 
oh, in {ingleneſs of Spirit, you herein ſerve 
Ye Lord Chriſt. 
cope 
ual 
0d | 


| 
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Remedies againft that T, outhful Sin of $ab- beaſt 
bath-breaking. | 


I Have ſhewed you how prone Youth is tg wake 
this Sin, and thoſe that are afraid of pil. 

fering from Man, and robbing their Maſter;| 
of their Goods, yet make no Conſcience df, 
piltering, and robbing God of his time. Olyher, 
what multitudes of Youth make this day t{;þ!, 
be the day of finding their carnal pleaſures ſfyee; 
and recreating themſelves 3 wherefore to dice, 
re& you how you may flee this Sin. { 


kllou 


made of an Aﬀtof Oblivion to all rebellio 
Sinners that ſhall throw down theirWeapoiffygr;; 
of Enmity, and come in, and. ſubjeCt them[hyjaric 
ſelves ro the Lord Jeſus, -that their Sins an(hyy. 
Iniquities ( however aggravated ) ſhall bxy,. 


pardoned, and be remembred no my | Ore d; 


|! 
ſh 
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- [yer : and not only fo, but a Marriage Feaſt 
| lion this day inſtituted to be celebrated, a 
b-Ifeaſt of fat things, wherein the returning Pro- 
ligal is crowned with 41! the expreſſions of 
oy and honour: Bring forth the fatted Calf, 
te be Robe, the Ring, let Heaven rejoyce, and 
nuke merry, c. O Youth ! what are thy 
WIFau-like morſels abroad in the Field, but as 
he husks that Swine do cat, to the daitnities 
d a Father's houſe 2 O the time is at hand, 
Ulphen the crumbs that fall from the Lord's 
0ITable, will be more deſirable than all the 
Etyeer meats of Sin, and the Fleſh that thou 
drIneeteſt with in thy rambles on God?s Holy 
Iky : Thou gaincſt a little fleſhly contenr 
and merrimenr, bur loſeſt the bleflednefles 
Ifomiſed in 1/a. 55. 2. Bleſſed [. 4ſhre there 
kthe plural number] &« the man that doth 
»Miibs, that keepeth the Sabbath from poliuting it. 
p The bleſſedneſs of gracious communion and 
Mplowſhip with the Father , and with his 

ul Jon Chriſt Jeſus, &c. And who can expreſs 
00 the heavenly comfort. of that 1 O would 
you eyer be drunk. with Wine? or be- 
Tuiched with the ſordid pleaſures of the 
THeſh > If you had once drank of this high 
gntry Wine, the Wine of Heaven's con: 
blations. Heark, Young Man, to thoſe that 


kye tryed it, P/al. 84. How amiable are thy 
b Iabernacles, 8&c. And ſo the Pſalm runs on, 
0) One day in thy Courts is better than a thouſand 
| P 4 elfe- 
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elſewhere. I ſat down under his ſhadow with 
great delight, and his fruit was ſweet to my 
taſte, 2 Cant. 3, But I muſt nor enlarge. 


2, Meditate upon this, how woful a Sin: 
Sabbath-breaking is, and how woful a con. 
dition Sabbati-breakers are in. To pre- 
fane the Sabbath, is a Sin of an high nature, 
It. is a vile deſpiſing the Riches of God" 


goodnels. Alas ! You couid not have a Sab- |; 


bath, bur from his aſtoniſhing mercy. Bc 
{ure then, to profane a Sabbath, is a ſurpaſ. 
ſing Provocation, beyond the Sin of the De- 
vil, who never had the mercy of one day 
of the Son. of Man's afforded him. More: 
over ir indicates, and ſheweth that you have 
'no delight in God, in his Service, who haye 
no delight in his day, atd is thy want df 
Love to God a ſmall Sin > # hen it i' (as one 
faith) the very heart of the od Man, the badge 
of Devils, and damned Spirits. And then 


conſider how woful the condition of Sab-] t 
bath-breakers is, tkey carry about them the] By 


mark of Death and Hell (as 'twere) i 


their Foreheads, wherever they go ; for its 
aſt all doitht, that Sabbath-breakers are, ur-| 


ger the wrath of God, and in a Rate of ale 


nation to hith, and will certainly .periſh | 


- 


they continue 11 that Rate... 
KC - _ 3 owe ": ry - 7 SISA 5 


O Young 
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O Young Man, frongly impreſs this on 
thy hearr, and ſay, Is this a tolerable condi: 
ton 2? Is it widdom to continue it an hour 
lbnger 2 O think with your (elves, what if 1 
had dyed 1n this Caſe 2 what had become of 
me 2 how exceedingly thou art beholden ro 
the patience of God, that he hath not caſt 
thee into Hell > The Lord open your eyes, 
and imprint this Meditation upon your 
hearts, then you would admire the mercy of 
2 Sabbath, and the proviſions of grace in the 
Ordinances, and you would Joath and 
deteſt the 'T empter, that would entice you 
o waſte a Moment of fo ble{led a Day. 
Wherefore to cloſe this, I ſhall recite the 
Teſtimony of a wiſe and learned Perlon * 
of this Nation, who. was (as 15 
noted of him) natus ad exem- * F, Hales. 
Mar, born to be an Example 
tothers; This Excellent Perſon writing 


| "try Children, (of whom he travail'd in 


Birth, that Chriſt might be formed in 
them) he freely opens his mind in theſe 
following Words. © I now write ſome- 


-| *thing to you (ſays he) touching the Ob- 


* ſervation of the Lord's day ; becauſc I 
"find in-the World much Looſenels” and 
©Apoſtacy from this Daty. People begin 
*to be cold, and careleſs in it, allowing 
* themſelyes Sports and Recreations. and 

og * ſecular 
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* ſecular Imployments in it, without any 
* necefficy; which is an 11 preſage, and a 
&* fad Spetacie. He there makes this pro- 
feſhon and declaration ro them. © I have 
** found(lays he) by a ſtridt 8 diligent obſer- 
* yation, that a due obſervation of the 
* Duties of this Day, has ever had joyned 
© to it a Bleſſing upon the teſt of my time, 
© and the Week that has been ſo begun, 
& has been bleſſed and proſperous to me: 
& And onthe other ſide, when I have been 
6 negligent in and of the Duties of this Day, 
* the reſt of the Week has been unſuccel- 
* ful, and unhappy to my own ſecular 
© Imployment : and this I do not write 
* lightly, or inconſiderately,, but upon 
* Jong and ſound Experience. 

Here I thought to have given you a qno- 
tation of many Inſtances, very remarkable 
of God's puniſhing the breakers of this 
Holy Day ; but it would {well this Trcanle 
too big for the Poor to purchaſe it : and 
there are indeed few Months that paſs, but 

ou have {ad memorials hereof at !ybern of 


alefaftors, crying our of this Sin, as iy 


troduftory to all others, and the ſource 
and (pring of all their Miſeries, 

Tie next Sin that Youth is addiftcd to, 
is Pride, 


Remedies 


——_—_— 


es 
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Remedies againf that Youthful Sin of Pride, 


Hat Youth is apt to admire themſelves, 

for their ſuppoſed Excellences, as Beau- 
ty, Parts, Wit, Strength, &c. I have ſhew- 
ed before, Man is a proud piece of Duſt, 
and a little rhing will puff him up, a Rib- 
bon, a Feather, a Wire, a black ſpot, a 
bag full of Dirt, a S1op full of Gocds, or 


the Excrements of Beaſts; this is that old 


Leaven of Corruption, that hath leavened 
the whole humane nature: hence young 
Abſalon (wells, O that T might be Judge of 
Iſrael, Wherefore I ſhall lay down tome 
diretions in order to your fleeing this Sin. 


I. Repreſent to thy ſelf how odious 
and abominable this Sin is to God, as will 
evidently appear, if chou ſtudy rheſe Scrip- 
tures. 1 Peter 5. God reſiſteth the Pruod, 
d/crdvera, the Word f{ignifieth, Sets him- 
{elf itz bactle array againſt ſuch a perſon. 
Proverbs 6. 16, 17. 1t is there placed in the 
front of thoſe ſix things the Lord hates, A 
proud look , &c. Proverbs 16. 5, Every one 
that is Proud in Heart, is abominaison to the 
Lord; and though Hand jojn in Hand, yet 
ſhall he not go unpuniſhed. Iſaiah 23. 8, 
Surely the Lord of Hoſts hath purpoſed ta 


tain 
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fain the Pride of ak Glory. And in Ifaiah 2, lwed « 
II. The Day of the Lord ſhall be upon every \netc 
one that is Proud, whoſe Heart is lifted up, \ud n 
- O young People, when ever you are affe- 
ing a Glory, and a kind 'of Supremacy to 
your ſelves, conſider theſe Scriptures, and 
remember what a God he is, that hath 
thus exprefied his hatred of this Sin : he {ral 
is a God of infinite Greatneſs, and Majeſty, 
that might in his Soveraignty have letr thee | 
inthe Womb of Nothing, had he pleaſed; 
or might haye cruſh'd thee into nothing in lievi 
the Cradle. When he did but ler our of 
his Glory a little ro Fob, and T/aiah, one 
crys our, Wor me! I am an undone man, 
T have ſeen the Lord, Ifatah 6. The other li 
breaks forth, Behold T am vile, I abhor tt 

ſelf in Duſt and Aſhes, for mine Eyes have 
ſeen the Lord of Hoff, And in Heaven, 
where he fully ſhineth forth in his Glory, 
the Elders fall down, and caſt down their 
Crowns before him that 1itteth* on the 
Throne. O proud Duſt, one glimpfe 
the high and lofty One would make thee 
quake and tremble. ESE 


Secondly, Ge thy Heart well ſcafoned 
with deep Convidions of what a poot, fin- 
fil mortal Creature thon art; It 1s 1g10- 
rance of your {civ's, that makes you prod. 
Hence 368 read Rev. 3, 17. Thou fajet 1 

| an 


rich, and increaſed with Goods, and have 
. Iieed of nothing, and knoweſt not that thou art 
y Imetched, and miſerable, and poor, and blind, 
p, jd naked. Here you lice the different judg- 
- Jnent of God and man 3 Whence ts it, bur 
o |rom man's ignorance of himſelf 2 O proud 
d ſfouth, were you brought bur once to un- 
h Iterſtand what a leprous, deformed, di- 
e {raled Soul lodgerh in thy dunghil Body, 
y, let Conſcience anſwer whether thou could(t 


2 te Proud or no? a Soul ſo ignorant of, 
|; knd averſe unto the bleſſed God, fo unbc- 


leving, unholy, univerſally miſerable and 
mrecched, fo like ro the Devil, and yet be 
oud 2 a Soul fo unreconciled ro God, fo 
n, lnready for rhe coming of Chriſt, in ſuch 
& janger of the damnation of Hell, one 
tj Fould thick here ſhonld be no more room 
ve for Pride than there is reaſon for ir, and 
n, Ihat's none ar all, bur the quite contrary, 
y, lamely, lying in Tcars, and abaſement be- 
air [ore the Lord, and begging of Mercy, ber- 
he |ier becomerh ſuch a Soul. And then for 


@ |thy Body, wherein this milerable Soul 


ce [lodgerh for a few days, one would think 
thon ſhouldſt have lictle mind ro be proud 
of that, were it only for the ſake of fo 
& [wretched a Tenant that dwells wichin: bar 
n- [$wiſely conſider it, and ſee whether there 
1& [any ching in it, or no, to be prond of; 


1d, [iſt then, O young man, doſt thou nor 
ZI Know 


A Directory fo? Pouth. 154 


222 


A Directozy fo2 Youth. 


know it to be a poor, vain, frail, petiſh- 
ing thing; tne Heathen can tell you this 
withour the Book of Scripture : haſt thou 
now a juvenile verdure, and freſhneſs of 


Complexion , or brisknels of Spirits, or | 


quickneſs of Parts, or ſtrength of Body 
and art thou tempred to Pride by any, or 
all of theſe Alas, ler bur a Feaver, or an 
Apoplexy {eize you, as they may within 
the ſpace ot an honr, and then where are 
all thele ? Indeed it thou couldſt by thy 
youthful ſtrength and abiliry, hinder any 


of thele ; and wert fo conlitderable a Crea- 


cure, as to beat back Sickneſs and Death, 
when they come, 
ſome pretence for thy boaſting ; bur if thy 
young Fleſh be but as Graſs, that can no 
ways detend it felt from the Sythe, then 
be aſhamed and. abaſed in the Duſt. [Have 


you nor ſeen? or ar Jeaſt have you not | 


heard ? how lndden!y many of your Age 
have drop'd ito the Pu; go to the Church- 
yatd:, and look among the Graves, and 
lee it there he not ſhorter Graves than 
would fir you, and learn humility. 


Thirdly, Siudy an humbled Chrift, and 
abhor P1ide for ever, Mat. 11. 29, Lear 
of me (ſaith Ciuwiſt) for I am meek and lows 
fv. And will you be proud and haugnty?, 
P/al, 22.6. Tam a Worm, and no Man, ts 


thou mighteſt have | 


ſpoken | | 


tn wy 
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ſpoken of Chriſt. O when you are temp- 
ted to be high-minded, and to over-valu- 
ing conceits of your lelyes, to think ] am 
ſome body, and delerve reſpe& and cſteem, 


[then look an humbled Chrift in the tace, 


2nd loath thy ſelf, and ſay, O proud hearr, 
dot thou ſtand upon thy Pantofles and 
Terms,and thy Saviour ſtoop and Iltep down 
into the form of a Servant 2 Diſmount, dif- 
mount, proud Duſt, and come down, and 
kt the ſame mind be in you as was in Chriſt, 
2 Phil. 6. 

The next Sin Youth 1s prone unto, is 


[quenching the Spirit. 


Remedies againſt that Youthful Sin of Quench- 
ing the Spirit. 


| Have ſhewed you how prone Youth is 
to quench the Motions of the Spirit of 
God, ſtifling thoſe inward Conviftions 
that are wrought ir them of their loſt and 
undone eſtate by Nature, of the neceflity 
of Converſion, and the New Birth, and 
of rheir indiſpenſible Duty ro uſe the 
means both publick and private, that God 
hath appointed in order to their Converſion; 
there are not a few of London's Youth that 


"| ate guilty in a high degree of tis Sin.” 


Where- 
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Wherefore to prevent it for time ro come, 
attend to theſe following direCtione. 


Firff, Underſtand wherein this Sin of 
Quenching che Spiric ſtands, and that's the 
firit ſtep to Reformation in this point, 
Quenching -is a metaphorical part of 
Speech, it 1s borrowed from a Fire or Lamp, 
that uſerh to give light and heat ; now this 
applied to the Spirit, it muſt follow that the 
Spirit is a Fire heating, and Light enlight- 
ning the Soul; and therefore in reference 
hereunto, the "Apoſtle i in the 1. The/. 5.19; 
faith, Dyench not the Spirit : how that is 
done, may be gathered from the :meta- 
phor thus, a Fire or Light is rwo manner 
of ways quenched, (1.) By withdrawing of 
Fuel from it: (2.) By caſting oft Water up- 
on it. Soilt is here with this heavenly Fire, 
(1.) When we withdraw from the mcang, 
as Prayer, and the Word, and Holy 
Warchi ulneſs, theſe are as materials to keep 
in the Fire ; and when we decline, or re- 
ſtrain the! e, we quench the Spiric in his 
Influences, they decay and dye away with- 
11 us: Micarriages of this kind Divines call 
Omiſſins. (2.) Whea (though we do not 
decline Ordinances) we adyenture npon 
commiſſions of Sin; this now extinguiſh- 
eth, and direftly quencheth rhe Spire 
lighr and hear; this is as water calt on,"it 
preſently puts out the Fire. 
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'D that yourig'ones 'would attend here- 
utito, for wanc. of ' tegarding theſe things 
many periſh, and go to Hell. If ever any 
thing was to be'deplored in chis world, this 
kto be deplored, © that the Spiric of God, 
whe he comes wich his Light and Hear 
o ſanifie and fave us, we grieve him, 
reaſt him, rempc him, ves him, quench 
him, theſe are all Scripcure expreſſions. O 
Lord,” 'what account ſhall there be ar that 


=. 2p terrible Day for theſe things ! 
carn. hence young ones, that when you 
have rhis. bleſſed Spirit, eicher in Sermon- 
ime, or other times, like a Sun riſing and 
hining into your daik Soul's, ſhewing you 
$ clear as Noon-day,' that your Courſes. 
tave been naught, that thus, and thus, haſt 
thou done ; "and- that without' the New. 
Crearure, Fairch, Repentance, &c. thou art 
mdone for ever; and ſhewing thee far- 
ther, that thou haſt before thee a bleſſed 
offer of Chriſt, and the great Salvation, 
purchaſed wich his Blood, afuring thee. 
{ thou caſt away thy Trangrefſidns, and” 
comein, ' and accept the Grace offered, rhou 
alt not periſh, bac bave Everlaſling Liſe 3 
and probably this bleſſed Spirit goes on 
ther, awakening thy Conſcience, ſtirring ' 
ry AﬀeRions, chat rhou goeſt from the * 
tmon '{mitren, wounded as with-'an Ar- | 
by ſticking wichin thee ; © that _ haſt 
aa ome 
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2.” When" 1 you EW It, Nady he grie- 
vous an Þatoths, Nature of it, thar, your 
ancori Hearts may; be.awed, and, a right 
] irom the:.left approaches wards ic for 
in wo.came,, O young, people,, is It now 
a time of che, Spiric'sſtriying i you, ſtirring 
of.you,., and. Rriving with you-2.,, O, 
heed, "for, BOW 15 renin molt converſant, 
and anftang to, pick, out; your Eyes, to;hlow- |#® 
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wichour thy own-ageney, aiid compliance 
wih him ; 'thougly he'isa Creacure tull'of 
Malice, Sabriley, -and-of (preat Power, yer 
(blefledbe God, he caiinot force you ;'op- 
pole you -he> will,” you- tnuſtexpeR it now 
more than ever,- for now'he is afraid® of 


| ofing\ you. .© Luke 14.42. therefore look 


lor your ſhare : bur though he hath ab 'oÞ- 
ing Power,'.yert he tarh-nort an enforcing! 
wer. Hence in Famer 4+ 7. | Ref the 
Devil, - and:hewill fire. Bit now if ' inſtead 
of refilting-rhe ievii Spirit; you ſhould re- 
lit the Good Spirir, for both may be re- 
fed ; O the grievous and hainous Natare 
ofthis Sing; words can*:exprefs'ir: wichour 
ill queſtion It's greatly (infliential towards 
he- filling; up the | Mzcaſute of Sin, and ihe 
Vials of God's Wrath: And ic may be 


ſaid of fuck, as rhe Apoſtte hath it in 2 Per. 


%21. {t hat} been better - they hall never 


© | hnown the Way of Righteouſneſs, than having 


own it, to:turn away'from the Holy Com- 
mandment given ito them. I hey are in dan- 
ger of theſe /tbreatned Judgments, John 12: 
4% and Prov. 1,28. and P/al. $1. 12. and 
Hoſ.4. 17. and Ezek. 24 13. and Heb.3. LL, 
and Heb. -6. 4,5, 6- O that voung ones, 
wonld read and tremble at theſe Scriprures, 


{deter them from 'quencning the Spirit, 


$they. would cyer 'cicape having their lor 


[ad portien;-in ſach dreadful and cremen- 


Q 2 dous 
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Jdaus Judgments, as are. contained in thoſe | 


places. O take waraing, Young Men, left 
you be hardned..co :deſtruftion:s.* God hath 
removed .many a:.one of your Equals al- 
ready 3 neglected. Talents have been raken 
away. from. many Drones: and Dallyers, 
according to that 13. Metth...1 2. ..Whoſoever 
hath not, (1. e.. improvesnor,) from him ſhal 
he taken away, that which he: ſeems. to have. 


There 15 no- prevention of this Judgment, 


bur by: improving your Talents, 'and knows 
ing the things of your Pcace.in your day. 


_ }. ;Never reſt jin. ConviRtions, * till they: | - 


bring you. to reſt - in Chriſt. Many, when 
under, ſome (enſe of Sin- and*:;Mitery, and 
{wne apprchenfons. of Mercy, they will 
g2;and pray, and may. be; weep.too ; and 
upan this (without real union; to and ap- 


plication ot Chriſt and his. Blood) . they. [wi 
grow. well again, | and think now - all the |ye 


danger is over, am a new man ; | was 


Prayerlels, now I Pray ; I1+was a carclels. |optai 


wretch, careleſs of God, and my Soul ; but 
now | bleſs God things are quite otherwite 


with me, and my Houle is; (wept and. gat- |lin 
. niſhed, and the uncican Spirir that is gone, | 
Here multitudes Phorey 


' will, retyq:n no mare, &c. 
take up their Reſt ſhort of Chriſt, patching 

es 

by their. pedling Wares to maintain 


Lightcouſneſs. of their own,:;7 hoping. It 
them-: Whi 
ſelyes, 


" j at 
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ſaves, and al) this while ignorant of Chriſt, 
[and his Righteouſneſs, or at leaſt. ſee no 
| ſich abſolute *necetliry of him;; . ſo that the 
Peace and, Reſt they 'ger, is not, from 


Chriſt's Blood, bur their own Prayers and 
Tears ; not, from his attunement, but their 
own amendment, &c. And as mulcitdes 
take up their ſtand here, ſo trom hence 


|may they date their fatal fall. Wherefore 


Ibefeech you reſt nor in any thing of your 
own, ſhort of Chriſt ; and to the end you 
may nor, I addin the next place, 


4. Study that great Scripture, in Rom, 
1. 25- Whom God hath ſer forth to be 4 
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Propitiation through Faith in his Blood ; and 
whar followerh; pray mark, twice it's ex- 
jefſed,' ro declare his Righteouſneſs .in Re- 
miſſion of Sins: and in the clole of the 26, 
ierſe, That God might be jaſt, in juſtifying 
the- Sinner that believes in Chrifft, For the 
opening of chis a lictle, I beſeech you con- 
ider,, the. caſe between God and man 


 tood thus, God made man "upright, man 


ling, falls- under the ſantion of that Law 
ie broke, viz. . In the Day thou eateſi 
hereof thot (halt dye- E Now ſuch is the 
Holineſs of God's Naturc,, that he.cannor 
hare Sin, and ſuch is the, Impattialicy 
bis Juſtice and Righteouſneſs, that Hea- 
Faiid'Earth may ſoot paſs away, _ 
"MY Q the 
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che leaſt Jor_or Tiw'e of his Law paſs a 
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way unaccomPplithed, though fooliſh Sinners 
'maKke nothing' of. breaking i it; . Well then, 
the great caſe! ls, How ſhall Sin be pardon» 


bn, 'and the Sitner faved > It. ice com 


n-te Sinner for ſatisfaftion, it. will |. 
Fallow him. up in the Gulf of ctergal | 
mifery : Thetetore had this queſtion beca |. 
ut ro the innumerable Hoſt of Angels. in |. 


caven, What way injul . man could be 
faved, "and ct 
Law fulfil flled' They would have been 
werleing -ptzled {jad posd ; no leis 
then the infinite Wiſdom of God: could eyer 
Have found ic out, which is.called: Widow 
in 2 Myſtery, "Now that My 
vealed in. this glorious Tea 
ther hath ſent; and ſet fori 
in'our Natures, to be a Propuiation, thro 
+ in his Bleed, to declare bu. Kighnony 
and Tufice,, as, well 4s, hns, Gr = ie 
rcy, in pardoning, and ſaving, ſuc 
only [ef 4s believe it Tele (5 thas if *- 

Chrift,”. and Faith | in-;his 


his. own: Sag 


Tullice atisfied , , and. the } 
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God the Þa-|: 


what \ you will - you. will be ti 


Hel 
U 
cvh, 4 


withbrir the 
'Ren 


ora! þ, bh 


loc d, there. cal, 
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Fs 

ure hr the Lew, and. the If 
can never. ig Condemps| , 
"ye orhermils t 


"I.} 
bac: - 


\:Ot coctavy! rog'Slth, 

take away Sin; it muſt ,be the Blogd of 

"that Tiliactatt Larhb of Golf; And when 
All thisis.u od, there FI another | 


know, "arid that is; Fd = 
rind Ao 00 ht in' this Bi In bo 
an be'ho Fawn Remilſfion of © your, Sms : 


'ahd tierefare in" vajn dp Sinners ſuppart 
"their "hopes of pardon "ib *fAleaven,, pb 


their own Rightegiilneſs, faying, We baye 


"flhfed? but God is mercitul, and we | 
repent 'and reform; arid tiitn'to ol 

Alas poar Soul, NM, ele pp Þ NA 
\ and a Ran NY and, Ky 


nher's Rede! wpilcn "what, need 

"Fave ſhed his Þ od theny” (ASL 
'Durtits ar = 4a io their due" place, ; an 
tyuſt" be” perk bur will- you; 5 
"them in- Es x Bay and [make Sayi- 
 otits of them, | Hoy you” Jie an undging 
eas aiyy No poor. Souls 4 a Tad yl 
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-* *'F, Prayer, this is an excellent means, to 
' prevent miſcarrying under. che, operaxions, 
--and workings of the.Spirir, of God. .O ter 
' nothing be able to. keep $359, ;,and .your 


- Souls aſunder: Are. you under the: Con- 


' vitions of the Spirit, and dor't PP 
courſe ro' take for Peace, with God, 


what 
-.and 


freedom from, Condemnarion: Away. to 
© the Throne of Grace, . and there pour our 


- 


.and [3y, "PI « q ; £ ob11: T3 
20 Laird? "Tam a ſinful wretched vile 
'rable Creature, 1 have, defiroyed my 


thy Complaints jaro the Boſom of 


Gog, 
miſe- 


Jeff, 


time'wai I'was ignorant, and: knew it not, , but 
now thy Spirit has awakened my Conſcience, 
'#nd opened, wiy blind Eyes to ſee my. $in, and 
' Miſery ; ſo that I ant now canyined,that 1 my 


" be danmed without Faith in a crucified Chrif, | 


but alas, Lord, , T have fueb a curſed baſe 
* deceitful hard and unbelieving Heart . in me, 
: that 1 cai't tell what.jn the wor/d t0 do for au 
- Tnteref ' in Chriſt, Lord, 1 am without 
*Frength, I beſeech thee" to pity. peor undone 
* Sinner, that i nqw, drjven to. thy. Door by 


' want and miſery. 


* 


"'' And' hete, plead; hard; and: make 
[agrnrg en, A 
"ww ſpite' of all Dil 


Fu 


Fat tp belieyey and. that 
couragements ; firſt, tell 


—— 


him, what thou haft heard of his Benig- | 


hity aud render Compaſſion, Thar 


”Y 
4 - 


"8. » . 
TY * £ os k 
CTIY ATE od P 


the Þ 
King þ 


"* 


——_—— 


:King of T/rael is a merciſukKing, and that 
thou halt : heard of an Renal Defign” of 
Grace ro :poor-Sinners, and how in ..:rhe 
-Fulneſs of :Time 'he {ent his Son to'\feck 
and to. fave what was loſt, and opened: a 
-ountain of Grace, and eſtabliſhed an e- 
\verlaſting Covenant of Grace in 'the Blood 
of Chriſt, and now has ſer forth in! the-Gol- 
pel- his $>n to. be a Propitiation -rhrough 
Faith 1 his Blood, and has: made procla- 
mation to. all: rebellious Sinners: 'to +come 
in, | and+ accept of Mercy through : Chriſt, 
and: commanded .upon pain. of -Damna- 
tion to. rake , Chriſt, and wich him: all*{a- 
ying good... \'Fhen plead thy comphance 
with the. Goſpel-Call, and:'fay, 'O bleſſed 
Lord | in obedience to'thy. Call, lo T am come 
bere, a poor trembling tarving Bepggar," that 


of all. that\ever.came._ in, and knocked 'at thy 


Salvation than I, wn Y 

. Now here--{uggeſt thy Wants, and ſay, 
Lord I wart Faith, IT have (through thy Mer- 
cy) aw4kerings of Conſcience, .but\'T want. to 
be in Chriſt, that my Nature may be renewed: 
Ifee my undone flate without him, but Þ want 
union with him. Lord! while IT am without 
Chrip, I am without ftrength, | 0 draw me, O 
let it be the Day, of- thy Power; haft thou nit 
ſaid, no man an come except" thou draw ? 


Door; none. more in- need: ofa Saviour." and 


| 4rd. dear. Lord, 1 find the impotenty- of "my - 


own 
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008 Gannat. ds me: find the" Efficacy of 
thy own'Powerg>and feel the werrue of thy- Al. 
Highty drm Hrewing - me 't0.0 Chrift, Lord, 
per/wade me 5: make: my Heart 'to''foop, Ab 
ate my; frong. Corruprions,: difpoſſoſs and dif. 
.grm:.that miulignant party "a Soul, 'de- 
-meliſh thoſe ſfirong' | Holds of be and: Hell 
.thene.. : 0 Lord"! this s a Jad condition, to 
(be: unreconciled\ 20: thee, ' and wwſpouſetl to 
Chrif: O: pity 14nd; hoip one that'\ ſeeth ne. 
fan enengh: ta: believe, bur has not flrength 
enough ; my Infafficienties are” tital' with my 
Neceflties, though Þ: can hober pet to: legs 
ver without Fanh and Holineſs 5 \and thongh | 
1. kijawiÞ want both yet Lord! thou: kriowelt; 1 
war-rwb more - able: to change my) faful nat, 
«1ndbe-the Author \ of Paths ny felf, than 


1. am, to:create-a Hark, or quicker gd rift 
the 'Dead';" «but if thow wit idk Dard' "9 | 


dno1;. it. mill ſoon be done "my proud Fv4 
ſhalt oor be humble, my Bard Heart ſhit! 
for became"; foft{ my unbeticving Heart" be 
mdde belrevuings: ' O' ack but the Word, - nl 

& poor Siler” that hra'fear's burning 1 Peg Hell 
Dyndreds Of times, "fhall. Þng thy Praiſe; O 
tho that commnidet. me to turn, 'Tiirn thoh | 
ve, \and-khallibevurned. 


Andhere plcad:his promile; and\Chet Z 


Purchate alter ſome ſuch in\anner as this. 
«Bkfſed Lord hafkrhounct promiſed, thit | 


2 OX > => 


hott: \ Belh 10f-cafÞ ove" Hike that meyer | 


thee; 
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thee; | and that thou wilt gre thy Holy Spirit 


to him that aſks, and that it (pxll be apened 
to: lim that knocks ; and tha! chop vill take 
away the Heart: of Stone, and give a Heart 
of :Flefh, and: giue a New Heart, and remem- 
her :8ii no more: Lord , if thefe be not 


thine own. Promiſes, T'll be comtent to £ 
away empty. And are not all thy Promiſes 
yea, and: Amen? 1s it wot one of thy Titles, 


God: who cannot tye hath promiſed. © And thou 


never yet didff break thy Word: with any 
poor Sinuer, nor fuffer the Word that has 
gone ont of thy: Month to fail, but art 
the ſume to day, ' yeſterday, and for eyer, in 
whom' there is -no variableneſs, nor ſhadow 
af tmwning. Orremember thy Word, wherein 


| qud '-whereon thou haſt made me to hope; 
| amid remember me a joor Sinner now at thy 


Feer ,, laden with Iniquity ,  groaning and 
Iabouring under 4 burthen, too heavy for me 
to bear : and'O remember thy Sons Blvod, 
and if that be not ſufficient to diſcharge, all 
þ owe, and procure all' T want, then lat 
Faftice ſeize me, Tell God, He will be ber- 
ter paid with Chriſt's Blood, chan rhy. owy, 
and that his Juſtice will have more Glory 
ih ſaving; thee for 'the fake'of Chrift's Obe- 


 dienee, than'in/ damning thee for thE fake 


ofthy - own-diſobedience ; that if he throw 
thee into the' Ptifon' of Hell,” ro pay what 
cog oweſt; het wil never Thaye'd ll 
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ſatisfaQtion g \ but.if the ſave: chee, and -take 
thee up to. Heaven, upon the. account. of 


Chriſt's Bloo!, . he will have. all paid: ar 


one ſum, . and... receive: a. plenary ſarisfa- 
Aion. And tell him, Thar thou art ire- 


folved never to, leave him to the laſt gaſp, 
unci] he Bleis thee with: the Grace and © 


Mercy thou needeſt, till it be our of doubr 
that chon art in Chriſt, and throughly 
converted, lay, This I mult have, there i 
no enduring of it, . I will mourn, and be'in 
bitterneſs, while I have a bemg, till I 
find this Grace in thy fight ;'O I will never 
depart from thy Door, whither ſhould T go, 
thou alone haft the words of - Eternal Life. 
And know for thy Comfort, that when 
once-it cometh to this, never queſtion it, 
thou ſhalt have an anſwer. of Grace tro thy 
comfort and content. _ God?s bowels. will 
yern towards you, as they did to Ephraim, 
and the Prodigal Son at his return. 1 


And thus. now I have done, and I know. 
that ere long God wilt bring me and 
you by Death ro. Judgment ; - bur whether 
ever. he. will . bring; me 40.;;;this place .to 
ſpeak .more,,. or! you/,to- hear more. If 
know not:, | have endeavoured to, warn: 
YOUu,:  2na: wooe. you,.! and, win, you ':t0 


Chriſt; I have told you, againz-and again, | 


flee. yout: 


this 'can never be, exceps.tyou'! 
”” youthtul 


© _——— 


A Directozy fo2 Pouth. 
yourhtul Lufts :: T have deſcribed them ro 
you; and laid: cown Dire@ions how to 


| Flee theſe' Luſts, excepting che Gve laſt, 


Atheiſm, and Ridiculing ſerious Godlineſs, 
Swearing, Time-wafting Uncleanneſy : and, 


| which 1s laſt; a Foful giddineſs andgreedineſs 


of temper to drink down Errours, Bur havis 


| not in publick as yer inſiſted on theſe ac 


large, I forbear the Printing of them. 


| Wherefore: in the concluſion, | demand 
cf you, Young People, what is your re- 


lolmion 2 Dare 'any of you maintain 2 
league and friendſhip with your Lofts, in 
rebellion® avainſt the expreſs Command 
and Call of God ; to flee them; if fo, O 


| remember theſe Truths once Preached ,. 


| 


3 


(4 


now Y* will be a ſwift and. fearful Wic- 
neſs againſt you another day, and con- 
found you, like as the appearance of che 
Fingers ct a man's Hand on the Wall, 
dd thar ſtour Sinner Be/hazar, For who 
ever hardened -himſelt againſt God and 
proſpered ? 

Well, once more, and may be no 


bY "HO 


| .Jelus, and be ruled by him or no? 


f him that made vou. 'and will judge 


yan Jay down theſe Weapons, and take 
O ice 
c<y 
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and now Printed (as deſpiled as they are _ 


more for ever, I ask you, in the Name ' 


you, will you flce your Luſts or no? Will 
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thy Voice be with the Prodigal, 1 will ariſe 
and go to my Father, and ſay, 1 have. ſinned. 
Or. with Ephraim, What bave 1 any more 
ro do with Idols? Behold thou art the Lord 
vir God,. we comes. we come... .Q thar God || 
would make me the thappy. Inſtrument of # 
converting Grace, . this day, while ics called 


fo gay. O who can endure; to fee Satan 7* 


g&rSouls to Hell trom under our Pulpit: ') 

awake, awake, up and be doing, it may 

be. che laſt knock Chriſt by, me will give: 

lam. wounded ito think ot. Jeaving any of 

you iu Hell's, way : The-Lord give [you 
pderitanding 4 in all thingy. 
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